Information Sheets and Question Guidelines

Poughkeepsie-Highland Railroad Bridge Oral History Project

Dear Neighbor:
The Hudson River Valley Institute is conducting an oral history project about the Poughkeepsie-Highland Railroad Bridge - an important part of our region's history that will play an important role in our future as well, as the state's newest park and the nation's highest pedestrian bridge linking Dutchess and Ulster Counties for foot and bike traffic.
We are interested in collecting images, artifacts, and stories about the bridge - first-hand accounts, family stories, and more. Ideally, we intend to digitize any materials brought to our attention - scanning or photographing any items and returning them to the owner(s). 

We will continue our collection and interview process through the spring of 2009. The images, artifacts, and stories collected will help to mark the bridge's opening as a park and pedestrian walkway and will remain available to the public through Walkway Over the Hudson and/or the Hudson River Valley Institute at Marist College.
If you are interested in providing an interview on Saturday April 26th, please fill out the general form below (page 2) as well as the release form (page 3) and email them back to us (as an attachment or cut/paste into the email*) or print and bring them to your interview Saturday.
***Please also indicate what time you expect or prefer to be interviewed. ***
Page 4 is a general interview template for you to review and think about in advance -everyone will be asked these questions, but we will also be able to branch out in conversation as the interview progresses.
Thank you for your time and interest in the bridge, the Hudson River Valley Institute and Walkway Over the Hudson. You can learn more about the walkway and their plans at: http://www.walkway.org/. 
You can contact us by email at: hrvi@marist.edu or by phone at 845-575-3052.
We hope to see you there!
The staff and interns of The Hudson River Valley Institute
* Any release forms emailed to us will be printed and ready for you to sign in person on Saturday at Lowell Thomas Hall here at Marist.

INTERVIEW INFORMATION FORM
Full name of person interviewed:
Nickname, if any:
Date of interview:
Researcher's name (to be filled out by staff):
Address of person interviewed:

Telephone number:
Email:
Date of birth:
Place of birth:
Cultural background:
How many years living in this community? 

Where else lived?
Spouse's and children's names (if any):
Occupation:
Skills and activities:
Education:
Hobbies, interests:
Other information:

INTERVIEW RELEASE FORM

Project name: Poughkeepsie-Highland Railroad Bridge Oral History Project
(To be filled out by staff)
Date:
Interviewer:
Tape number:
(To be filled out by interviewee)
Name of person(s) interviewed:
Address:
Telephone number:
Email:
Date of birth:
By signing the form below, you give your permission for any tapes and/or photographs made during this project to be used by researchers and the public for educational purposes including publications, exhibitions, World Wide Web, and presentations. By giving your permission, you do not give up any copyright or performance rights that you may hold.
I agree to the uses of these materials described above, except for any restrictions, noted below.
Name (please print):_______________________________________________________
Signature:                                                                        Date:
________________________________________________________________________

Researcher's signature:                                                     Date:

________________________________________________________________________
Restriction description:

________________________________________________________________________
A.  General Questions:

a. Where did you grow up?

b. Where did you go to school?

c. what did your parents do for a living?

d. what was your first job?

e. what is (or was) your profession?

f. How long have you lived in the Hudson River Valley? Where?

B. General Bridge Questions:

a. What role do you feel that the bridge HAS played for the community or region? 

b. What role do you feel that the bridge WILL play for the community or region? 

c. What do you find most interesting about the bridge – a person, event, or fact?

d. Have you ever been on the bridge?

e. Can you recall any local business that was either generated or affected by the 
bridge and its traffic?

f. Have you ever heard of any other ideas to “recycle” the bridge?

g. Is there anything else about the bridge that we have not discussed that you feel is important?
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