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Mountains of Beauty, History, Culture, and Tourism 

A short video clip about Greene County:  

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=j_Y6an6Eo0Y 
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CHANGES TO THE MIDTERM  

òThe corrections we made to the midterm 
include fixing a few grammatical errors, 
making it clear that the links are embedded 
in the pictures, restating inaccurate 
information, revising route markers, and 
adding information to our overview. We 
realized that the Thomas Cole National 
Historic Site is Cedar Grove and added that 
to the final.   



THESIS 

òThe Catskill Mountains that sit to the west of 
the Hudson River in Greene County, NY, 
have inspired numerous works of art and 

literature, and today provides many 
opportunities for learning, tourism, scenic 

views, and historic appreciation.  
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LESSON PLANS  

ò Key Sites:  
1. The Bronk Museum 

2. Historic Catskill Point  

3. Thomas Cole National Historic Site/Cedar Grove  

4. Hudson -Athens Lighthouse  

5. Pratt Rock Park 

6. Kaaterskill  Falls 

ò Models Being Used: Direct instruction, discovery 
learning, and inquiry  

ò Learning Intelligences Being Used: Visual, 
Kinesthetic, Auditory, and Howard Gardner  

 

 



STANDARDS AND MATERIALS  

Social Studies  
 
ò Standard 1: History of the United  
 States and New York 
ò Standard 3: Geography 
 
Overall Materials/ Instructional Resources: 

Warm jackets, comfortable shoes/hiking 
shoes, watercolors, colored pencils, markers, 
pens, paper, watercolor paper, lighthouse 
diagrams/blue prints, index cards with 
assignments and background information, 
props, costumes, poster board, handout with 
mini quiz, water, paintbrushes, handout with 
scavenger hunt, and a notebook.  

 



THE BRONCK MUSEUM  

 Students will be split into groups and 
taken on a guided tour of the housing 
complex. They will learn about the 
collections of art and Victorian 
memorabilia that is on display and 
about the 8 generations of families 
who lived in the houses. The activity 
will be based on the daily lives of the 
19th century farmers in Greene County, 
New York. The focus will be on the 
daily life of common people in towns 
of the Hudson River Valley.  

ò Procedure: 1.) Students take the 
guided tour of the housing 
complex 2.) Each student will get 
an index card with a role of a 
common Green County community 
member.  3.) Students will put on 
simple costumes: checkered shirts 
for farmers, hats for women, etc. 
and get props to get into character 
4.) Students will act out chores 
from the daily life of the Greene 
County community members 
including pretending to farm, take 
care of farm animals, clean the bar, 
use the spinning machine, sew etc.  

 
Closure: The people of Greene County in the 
19th century had very different lives from 
today. Students will discuss what they liked 
or disliked about their job as a member of 
the community and talk about how different 
those chores are from what needs to be done 

in todayõs society.  

 



HISTORIC CATSKILL POINT  

 Students will walk around the plaza 
and park at Historic Catskill Point and 
get an idea of the area. Students will sit 
outside right on the Hudson River and 
be able to see the floating docks located 
at Historic Catskill Point. Here they will 
learn a lesson about industry along the 
Hudson River Valley, including the 
invention and use of steamboats, trains, 
pottery, shipbuilding, and other 
industries. The focus will be on 
industries in the Hudson River Valley.  

 

 Procedure: 1.) Students will walk around 
the Historic Catskill Point complex. They 
will see the Freight Masterõs Building and 
the Historic Warehouse, and how the 
grounds are now used today for weddings 
and special events 2.) Students will walk 
around the plaza and park, and sit on a 
bench facing the floating docks 3 .)Students 
will hear a short lecture on the history of 
industry in the Hudson River Valley 4 .) 
Students will get into groups, each 
representing one key industry in the 
Hudson River Valley 5. )Students will 
create a poster arguing that their industry 
is the most significant and important and 
why 6. Groups will present their 
arguments. 

 Closure: The Hudson River provided many 
opportunities for industry, especially in 
Greene County.  Students will be able to see 
that steamboats and railroads were very 
significant modes  of transportation for goods 
and resources.  Students will understand the 
importance of each industry through the 
groupõs posters.  

 

 



THOMAS COLE  NATIONAL 
HISTORIC SITE: CEDAR GROVE  

 This lesson will cover the Hudson River 
School and how the artists who studied 
there painted the scenery of the Hudson 
River Valley. Students will be able to 
express themselves by painting how they 
see the Hudson River Valley by using 
watercolors. Cedar Grove will provide 
the historic information about Thomas 
Cole and the Hudson River School to 
prepare students to create their own 
original painting of the landscapes of 
Greene County. The focus will be on the 
art and painters of the Hudson River 
Valley.  

 

ò Procedure: 1.)Students will take a 
guided tour of Cedar Grove and 
Thomas Coleõs home. 2.) Students will 
see the film on Thomas Coleõs life 3.) 
Students will take a mini quiz on the 
film 4 .) While walking around the 
complex, students will see the 
landscape, including the flowers and 
trees strategically planted 5 .) Students 
will sit through the lecture on the 
Hudson River School provided by the 
site employees 6.) Students will go on a 
short hike to see areas where specific 
Hudson River School Painters got their 
inspiration 7 .) Using watercolors, 
students will paint their own landscape 
based on Greene County landscapes. 

 
Closure: Students will be able to see the impact 
that the picturesque Catskill Mountains had on 
painters. They will see how the Hudson River 
School was established and how Thomas Cole 
was the most famous of the painters. The original 
painting will spark the studentõs creativity and get 
them interested in looking at the landscapes of 
Greene County in different ways.  

 


