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1……….Putnam County Guidebook (Kim)  
 
2……….Highway Route Markers for Key Sites (Jessica) 
 
3……….Informational Signs for Key Sites (Morgan) 
 
4……….Lesson Plans (Sara) 
 
5……….Trip Itinerary (Anita)  
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Putnam County was 
originally settled by the 
Wappingers tribe and 
purchased by Dutch 

settlers in 1691.  In 1697, 
the Dutch sold the land to 
Adolph Philipse, a wealthy 
Loyalist merchant.  After 
the Revolutionary War 

many Loyalist families left 
the Hudson Highlands, 
allowing for an influx in 

immigrants.  By 1812, the 
area’s population had 

increased substantially 
and Putnam County was 
established and named 
after Israel Putnam, a 
famous hero from the 
French and Indian War 

and a General during the 
revolutionary war.  Today, 

Putnam County is rich 
with colonial history, 
suburban beauty, and 
modern conveniences. 

 

States Morris Dyckman 

1755-1806 

Boscobel’s Neoclassical Exterior 

Redecorated Bedroom of Elizabeth Corne 

          Ground was broken for the Boscobel home in the 
summer of 1804 by States Morris Dyckman.  Dyckman 
was born into a wealthy Dutch family from New 
Amsterdam in 1755.  He was a Loyalist throughout the 
American Revolution and worked in the British Army’s 
Quartermaster Department in New York.  After the 
war, Dyckman earned a large fortune in London 
representing British quartermasters who were under 
investigation for profiteering during the war.  Upon his 
return to the United States, Dyckman purchased a 
250-acre farm in Montrose, New York and began 
constructing the Boscobel Mansion as a homestead for 
him, his wife, Elizabeth Corne Dyckman, and their son 
Peter Corne Dyckman.  Unfortunately Dyckman died in 
1806 prior to the completion of the house in 1808. 
  
          Today, the Boscobel Mansion is considered to be 
one of the nation’s leading historic house museums.  
In the 1950’s the house was moved from its original 
site in Montrose, New York to its current location in 
Garrison, New York.  The mansion has been fully 
restored, the grounds landscaped, and its interior 
decorated in the Federalist style. 

http://boscobel.org/Images/(26)_States_Dyckman.jpg
http://media-cdn.tripadvisor.com/media/photo-s/01/16/97/09/boscobel-house.jpg
http://1.bp.blogspot.com/_MR6blV6dQ5M/S89X-J6v_7I/AAAAAAAAAG8/FUl9PDC9pw8/s1600/boscebel3.png


 
OVERVIEW: 
Heritage groups/Students will take the Loyalist? Patriot? house tour for 
9th through 12th grades. While on the tour, they will fill in the blanks on 
a worksheet about the history of Boscobel and Dyckman’s Loyalist ties. 
  
OBJECTIVE: 
To give students a better understanding of the loyalist perspective  
 
 
PROCEDURE:  
1. Distribute worksheets to students  
2. Take tour of Boscobel Mansion  
3. As students tour, make sure they are filling out the worksheets  
4. Collect worksheets, grade them  
5. Discuss the tour with the class  
 



Name: ____________________     Date:_____________  
 

BOSCOBEL MANSION  
1. What does Boscobel mean?  
 
2. Boscobel was built between _________ and __________.  
 
3. In the 1950’s, the federal government declared Boscobel to be “excess”. What 
happened to the house at this point? How was it saved?  
 
4. Boscobel was first open for tours on ____________. 
 
  
5. What finding caused redecoration of Boscobel’s interior in the mid 1970’s? 
  



http://i.gettysburgdaily.com/imgs/Artillery112108/Artillery11210809.jpg
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West Point Foundry, 1841 

Current Foundry Ruins 

Robert Parker Parrott’s Parrott Rifle 

  The West Point Foundry was founded in 
1817 as a domestic means for artillery production.  
Cold Springs was an ideal location for the foundry 
because of its local supply of timber for charcoal, 
an abundance of iron mines, the nearby Margaret’s 
Brook which provided water to power machinery, 
proximity to the Hudson River for the shipping of 
final products, and protection from the nearby 
United States Military Academy at West Point.  
During the Civil War, operation peaked.  The 
foundry had a workforce of 1,400 people that 
produced 2,000 cannons and 3 million shells.  At 
this time, the foundry became most famous for the 
production of the Parrott gun. 
 
 After the Civil War, the rise of steel 
making led to the decline of caste iron.  In the early 
20th century, the West Point Foundry ceased all 
production.  Today, Scenic Hudson owns the 87-
acre site and the only building remaining is the 
central office building.  However, the ruins of the 
other buildings can be visited by a short trail from 
nearby the Cold Spring Metro-North station.     

http://www.lohud.com/article/20111126/NEWS01/111260322/West-Point-Foundry-in-Cold-Spring
http://www.gettysburgdaily.com/?p=982
http://sevenhillslake.com/history.html


OVERVIEW: 
Heritage groups/Students will hike around Foundry Dock Park and 
observe the buildings that were once used at the West Point Foundry. 
Afterwards, they will create an advertisement for the West Point 
Foundry.  
 
OBJECTIVE: 
To give students a better understanding of industrialization in the mid-
1800s.  
 
PROCEDURE:  
1. Hike around Foundry Dock Park while reading the information sheet.  
2. Have the students create advertisements for the foundry describing 
the products made, significance of the foundry, and benefits of the iron 
industry.  





http://img.groundspeak.com/waymarking/display/eebf0c36-21c1-47ed-b1bc-ef877b64144d.jpg
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Gail Borden 

1801-1874 

Eagle Brand Condensed Milk 

Borden’s Milk Condensery, 1864 

 In 1856, inventor Gail Borden received a 
patent for condensing milk by boiling off the water in an 
airtight vacuum pan.  The concentrated product would 
not spoil and could be canned and stored.  After securing 
financial backing through Jeremiah Milbank, Borden 
constructed a factory to produce his Eagle Brand 
Consolidated Milk and founded the New York Condensed 
Milk Company.  The factory was completed in Brewster, 
New York in 1864.  Brewster was an ideal location 
because it had nearby waterpower, dairy land, and access 
to the railroad for shipping the milk.  Borden’s invention 
of condensed milk brought jobs and prosperity to Putnam 
County. 
 
 During the height of operations, the factory 
employed one hundred workers and over two hundred 
farmers.  Men and women worked in the plant as sealers, 
machinists, inspectors, loaders, supervisors, cleaners, 
fillers, and workers.  Unfortunately the condensery closed 
in the 1920’s due to the flooding of dairy lands when the 
Croton Reservoir System was constructed.  Today, the 
remains of the dam, part of the building, and the turbine 
which powered the plant’s machinery can still be seen.   

http://seesaw.typepad.com/blog/collecting-retro-kitchen-illustrations/
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gail_Borden
http://www.southeastmuseum.org/SE_Tour99/SE_Tour/html/borden_s_milk.htm


OVERVIEW: 
 Heritage groups/Students will tour Southeast’s Museum. They 
will be asked to complete a scavenger hunt in groups based on 
the exhibits in the museum.  
 
OBJECTIVE: 
To show student’s the historical importance of the town of 
Southeast 
 
PROCEDURE: 
1. Tour Southeast Museum  
2. Complete the Worksheet  
 



Name: ____________________     Date:_____________  
 

SOUTHEAST MUSEUM  
 

While touring the museum, make sure you find the following information. The first letter 
of each word has been provided for you.  
 
What different railroad companies have run in the area?  
1. H    2. P 
 
What groups of people were working in the mines?  
1. S                                        3. H 
2. I                            4. I 
 
What interesting new business was brought to Southeast in the 1930’s?  
1. C  

 
What did the New York Common Council decide to create on the Croton River?  
1. D  
 
By 1855, how much of New York City’s milk was from Putnam County?  
1. T  



http://images.nypl.org/index.php?id=421405&t=w
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Links from The Great Chain 

Constitution Island from West Point 

The Warner House 

 Constitution Island is part of the grounds 
of The United States Military Academy at West Point.  
During colonial times, the island was known as 
Martelaer's rock and was not renamed Constitution 
Island until 1775.  That same year, the American army 
fortified the island with earthworks and dubbed it, 
“Fort Constitution.”  In 1777 the British troops 
destroyed the unfinished fort.  From 1778 to 1782, 
the Great Chain stretched from the banks of West 
Point to Constitution Island.  The chain took six weeks 
to construct and was meant to prevent British ships 
from sailing any further north up the Hudson River 
during the American Revolutionary War.   
 
 The island is also home to the Warner 
House National Historic Monument.  The Warner 
family, including sisters Susan Warner and Anna 
Bartlett Warner, lived on Constitution Island from 
1836 to 1915.  The sisters were famous religious 
writers and also led Bible studies for West Point 
cadets for forty years.  Today, the house is owned and 
operated by the United States Army Garrison, West 
Point. 

http://www.flagguys.com/westpoint.html
http://yourehistory.wordpress.com/2007/06/09/constitution-island-west-point-ny/
http://www.preservationnation.org/magazine/story-of-the-week/2009/alone-on-an-island.html


OVERVIEW: 
Heritage groups/students will tour the Warner House on 
Constitution Island. They will then write a story based on Anna 
and Susan Warner’s writing.  
 
OBJECTIVE: 
To give students a better understanding of writing in the 1800s.  
 
PROCEDURE:  
1. Tour Constitution Island and the Warner House . 
2. Students will write a their own story based on their trip and 
the writing styles of Susan and Anna Warner.  
 



Name: ____________________     Date:_____________  
 

 
CONSTITUTION ISLAND  

 
You have now toured the Warner home on Constitution Island. On the following 
pages, write your own story based on our trip utilizing some of the writing styles 
Susan and Anna Warner used in some of their writings.  
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________ 



http://1.bp.blogspot.com/_9Phx8WzcLMw/TOQvDQJf-LI/AAAAAAAAAmY/0iTY2PQdke4/s1600/HandcraftedModern_p058-059.jpg
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Russel Wright 

1904-1976 

The Wright Family Home 

Simple Interior of Manitoga 

 The Russel Wright Design Center, 
formerly known as Manitoga, was the estate and 
home of industrial designer Russel Wright.  Russel 
Wright and his wife, Mary, purchased the property in 
1941.  The 75-acres had been heavily logged and 
quarried, but the Wrights aimed to restore its 
natural beauty by designing their home and Russel 
Wright’s studio with sustainability in mind.  The 
modernist house and Dragon Rock studio was built 
over a quarry pond and completed in 1961.  The 
Russel Wright residence reflects the designer’s 
concept of “easier living” and embodies his 
philosophy of a unique American lifestyle that is 
gracious yet contemporary and informal. 
 
 In 1996, the property was listed on the 
National Register of Historic Places and in 2006, the 
Department of the Interior made Manitoga a 
National Historic Landmark.  The Russel Wright 
Design Center is the only National Historic Landmark 
in Putnam County to date.  Today, Manitoga has four 
miles of walking trails designed by Russel Wright and 
connect with the Appalachian Trail.   

http://www.russelwrightcenter.org/redesign/index032010.html
http://russelwrightstudios.com/
http://www.wmf.org/project/manitoga


OVERVIEW: 
Heritage groups/Students will take the hour and a half House, 
Studio and Landscape Tour. After the tour, they will design their 
own houses in natural settings and describe them with groups.  
 
OBJECTIVE: 
To give students a better understanding of Russel Wright’s ideas 
on design and the modern design.  
 
PROCEDURE: 
1. Take tour of Manitoga. 
2. After tour, ask each group to draw and describe their own 
idea of a house that is in nature.  
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