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THESIS 

Rensselaer County has a large industrial and cultural 

background, thus creating a region that has been  

advantageous throughout history as well as a rousing place 

to visit. 

 

 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ndK1ecJz5LQ 

 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ndK1ecJz5LQ
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ndK1ecJz5LQ


HISTORY OF 

RENSSELAER 

COUNTY 



RENSSELAER 

COUNTY 
 

 

 

 

http://www.epodunk.com/cgi-bin/genInfo.php?locIndex=22497


THE START… 

•Rensselaer County was founded on July 

27th,1630 by Kiliaen van Rensselaer: A 

Dutchman who worked as jeweler and 

merchant, and worked as a subscribers to the 

Dutch West India Company.  

•Rensselaer County was established where the 

Adirondacks and the Berkshires meet, heading 

up towards the eastern boundaries of New York-

Vermont   and New York- Massachusetts  

 

 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Kiliaen_van_Rensselaer_(Dutch_merchant)
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Kiliaen_van_Rensselaer_(Dutch_merchant)
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Kiliaen_van_Rensselaer_(Dutch_merchant)
http://bathonhudson.blogspot.com/2011/05/manor.html


DEVELOPMENT 

•Became a great cross route, because it was the start for the center of 
commerce and trade along the eastern and western border.  

•The Hudson was located on the western side of the county but in 
route, which helped the explorer arrived.  

•Man made other paths to these waterways. To and from the west in 
the Barge Canal; its outlet being in this county.  

•The Indians had their trails from the north and east through 
Rensselaer; their place is taken by the best of modern railroads and 
highways  

 



IMPORTANT FACTS 

•The Battle of Bennington, was fought in Rensselaer County, and 

led to the defeat of Burgoyne at Saratoga  

•When land was first settled, it was under a lease contract 

throughout the Hudson and parts of Albany which made it difficult 

for rent to be collected.  

•Besides the collection of rent, there were other inconveniences. 

Rensselaer county did not provide stores in the area until 1778.  

 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Battle_of_Bennington


HISTORICAL, 

CULTURAL AND 

INDUSTRIAL SITES 

IN RENSSELAER 

COUNTY 



BENNINGTON BATTLEFIELD 

History: A battle that was part of the Revolutionary War. . This 

battle was fought in August 1777 in a British effort to capture 

American storehouses in Bennington to restock their depleting 

provisions 

Activities: Hiking: 5/29-9/6, daily. 

Interpretive panels: 10 am - 7 pm 

Address: Grafton Lakes State Park 

Grafton, NY 12082  

Contact: Phone: (518) 686-7109 

Additional Info: http://nysparks.com/historic-sites/12/details.aspx 

 



FORT CRAILO 

History: The Crailo State Historic Site is the home of the Hendrick 
Van Rensselaer family. As early as 1663, the estate had a little fort 
for the protection of the local inhabitants from marauding Indians 
fort. It was also used in the French-Indian war and the Revolution 
War. “Yankee Doodle” was written here in 1758 

Activities: Tours on the hour – first tour at 11:00AM, last tour at 
4:00PM. 

Group Tours: School, camp, and adult tours by appointment year 
round. 

Address: 9 1/2 Riverside Avenue 
Rensselaer, NY 12144 

Contact: (518) 463-8738 

Additional Info: http://nysparks.com/historic-sites/30/details.aspx  
 

 
 

 

http://nysparks.com/historic-sites/30/details.aspx
http://nysparks.com/historic-sites/30/details.aspx
http://nysparks.com/historic-sites/30/details.aspx
http://nysparks.com/historic-sites/30/details.aspx


BURDEN IRON WORKS 

 

History: The Burden Iron Works was an iron works and industrial 

complex on the Hudson River and Wynantskill Creek in Troy, New 

York. It once housed the Burden Water Wheel, the most powerful 

vertical water wheel in history.  

Activities: The museum is open for tours by appointment only.  

Address: One East Industrial Parkway 

Troy, NY 12180  

Additional Info: http://alloveralbany.com/archive/2009/07/13/the-

burden-ironworks-museum 

 

 

http://alloveralbany.com/archive/2009/07/13/the-burden-ironworks-museum
http://alloveralbany.com/archive/2009/07/13/the-burden-ironworks-museum
http://alloveralbany.com/archive/2009/07/13/the-burden-ironworks-museum
http://alloveralbany.com/archive/2009/07/13/the-burden-ironworks-museum
http://alloveralbany.com/archive/2009/07/13/the-burden-ironworks-museum
http://alloveralbany.com/archive/2009/07/13/the-burden-ironworks-museum
http://alloveralbany.com/archive/2009/07/13/the-burden-ironworks-museum
http://alloveralbany.com/archive/2009/07/13/the-burden-ironworks-museum


GOOLD ORCHARD 

History: As well as industry, agriculture was very important to the 

county as well and this is apparent in the abundance of farms, 

orchards and wineries. 

Activities: Goold Orchards, Castleton, NY invites pre-school, 

daycare, and elementary school age children to see first hand how 

apples are harvested from the trees. Learn how apples get from 

our beautiful apple orchard to the supermarket. Closed: 

Thanksgiving Day, Christmas Day, New Year's Day, and July 4th . 

OPEN 6 Days~9:00 a.m.-5:00 p.m. 

Address: 1297 Brookview Station Road, Castleton on Hudson , NY 

12033 

Contact: Phone: 518-732-7317 

Additional Info: http://www.goold.com/ 

 

http://www.goold.com/
http://www.goold.com/


DYKEN POND 

History: The pond and the surrounding area provided food, wood 

and other necessities for living. 

Activities: The Dyken Pond Environmental Education Center is a 

Rensselaer County Park located in Grafton, New York. Open 

during daylight hours, the park features over 6 miles of trails for 

hiking, geo-cashing, and bird watching, with a launch for non-

motorized boats, and areas on the shoreline for great fishing. 

There are various activities that are available for the youth 

including  nature discovery, amazing animals, outdoor living skills 

and so much more. 

Address: 475 Dyken Pond Road Cropseyville, New York 12052 

Contact: 518) 658-2055 

Additional Info: http://dykenpond.org/ 

 

http://dykenpond.org/
http://dykenpond.org/


KNICKERBOCKER 

MANSION 

History: The Knickerbocker Mansion was built in the 1780's by 

Johannes and Elizabeth Knickerbocker.  Its architecture is a rare 

middle age style.  The Mansion presides over the remains of the 

historic Witenagenot Oak Tree which was planted in 1676 to 

commemorate a peace treaty between the Native Americans and 

European settlers 

Activities: The Mansion is open for tours from May-October on 

Sundays from 11 AM to 3 PM, for special events and by 

appointment for group tours and authentic colonial Dutch meals. 

Address: 132 Knickerbocker Road  Schaghticoke, NY 12154 

Contact: (518) 664-1700 

Additional Information: 

http://www.renscotourism.com/Details.aspx?sid=61e10489-7f89-

4151-82a5-1cf181bdbe0c 

 

http://www.renscotourism.com/Details.aspx?sid=61e10489-7f89-4151-82a5-1cf181bdbe0c
http://www.renscotourism.com/Details.aspx?sid=61e10489-7f89-4151-82a5-1cf181bdbe0c
http://www.renscotourism.com/Details.aspx?sid=61e10489-7f89-4151-82a5-1cf181bdbe0c
http://www.renscotourism.com/Details.aspx?sid=61e10489-7f89-4151-82a5-1cf181bdbe0c
http://www.renscotourism.com/Details.aspx?sid=61e10489-7f89-4151-82a5-1cf181bdbe0c
http://www.renscotourism.com/Details.aspx?sid=61e10489-7f89-4151-82a5-1cf181bdbe0c
http://www.renscotourism.com/Details.aspx?sid=61e10489-7f89-4151-82a5-1cf181bdbe0c
http://www.renscotourism.com/Details.aspx?sid=61e10489-7f89-4151-82a5-1cf181bdbe0c
http://www.renscotourism.com/Details.aspx?sid=61e10489-7f89-4151-82a5-1cf181bdbe0c
http://www.renscotourism.com/Details.aspx?sid=61e10489-7f89-4151-82a5-1cf181bdbe0c


INTERPRETATIVE 

SIGNS 



Knickerbocker 
Mansion 

•Historic log mansion stands proudly today as a reminder of the amazing William Edwin 
Knickerbocker 

•All Knickerbocker guests are welcome to share in the warmth and fun atmosphere of the 
living room of the main house.  

•Enjoy the extensive library, games and jigsaw puzzles, or relax on one of two covered 
verandas with forest and lake views. Outside activities include croquet on the lawn, a hike 

through the forest, or an afternoon nap in a hammock for two. 

http://www.google.com/imgres?um=1&hl=en&sa=N&biw=1366&bih=626&tbm=isch&tbnid=K9hGuh4-YJwSwM:&imgrefurl=http://www.troyrecord.com/articles/2010/10/30/news/doc4ccba0d20d436876724162.txt&docid=-70u5iqHgfB_LM&imgurl=http://www.troyrecord.com/content/articles/2010/10/30/news/doc4ccba0d20d436876724162.jpg&w=500&h=329&ei=TYyqT4KkK6T10gH_2tCoBQ&zoom=1&iact=hc&vpx=292&vpy=298&dur=38&hovh=182&hovw=277&tx=111&ty=97&sig=117694770699261163351&page=1&tbnh=130&tbnw=177&start=0&ndsp=18&ved=1t:429,r:7,s:0,i:90


Fort Crailo 

Location: Rensselaer, New York 
•Home to American soldiers during the 

American Revolution 
•Farm and fort used to protect Americans from 

British and Indians. 

http://nookstowersandturrets.blogspot.com/2011/05/then-and-now-fort-crailo.html


Bennington 
Battlefield Location: Grafton, New York  

Grafton Lake State Park 
 

•Hosted a battle during August 1777 in 
the Revolutionary War. 

•British lost many men and the battle. 

http://www.nps.gov/pub_aff/rev1812/preserve.htm


Location: East Greenbush 
•Here on 300 acre Greenbush Cantonment, headquarters of the US Army of 
the North, trained as many as 5000 troops for the War of 1812. 
•The Cantonment construction started May 1812 and contained 
accommodations for 4000 troops and a 100 bed hospital. 

http://www.google.com/imgres?um=1&hl=en&sa=X&biw=1366&bih=626&tbm=isch&tbnid=SFb7F38YO8j2kM:&imgrefurl=http://www.uhls.org/ispy/egrn/egrn-cant.html&docid=Gdxz2aLI0IkZRM&imgurl=http://www.uhls.org/ispy/egrn/images/egrn-cant-h.jpg&w=450&h=282&ei=34yqT_OiMczaggfq5MjcAQ&zoom=1&iact=hc&vpx=299&vpy=160&dur=463&hovh=123&hovw=174&tx=170&ty=89&sig=117694770699261163351&page=1&tbnh=123&tbnw=174&start=0&ndsp=20&ved=1t:429,r:1,s:0,i:75


http://dmna.ny.gov/forts/fortsE_L/greenbushCantonmentMap.htm


Garfield School 

•Location: Brunswick, New York 
•Also known as  Brunswick District No. 2 School 
•Was said to be an ornament to the Town of Brunswick 
•Built in 1881 by Joachim Fileau 
•The Garfield School is considered one of the most unusual 19th century rural 
schoolhouses in the Capital District 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Garfield_School_(Brunswick,_New_York)


HIGHWAY 

MARKERS 



Garfield School 



District No. # 

This school is known for (ex: 

1-room school. Built in 1840. 

Named after James A. 

Garfield, a teacher from 1854- 

56) 

2 mi.  
 



1812 Cantonment 

 

Headquarters of 

U.S. Army of the 

North, 

5,000 troops 

trained here.              

 

           

 



BENNINGTON 

BATTLEFIELD 

 

Here, General 

Stark’s Victory 

 

August 16, 1777 

 

 

 

Bennington Battlefield 

http://www.google.com/imgres?um=1&hl=en&sa=X&biw=1366&bih=626&tbm=isch&tbnid=6de-ofDwvqUYIM:&imgrefurl=http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Bennington_Battlefield_Marker.jpg&docid=CB-lSGIm--w1nM&imgurl=http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/2/22/Bennington_Battlefield_Marker.jpg&w=2461&h=1777&ei=5zasT-7kEML40gGJiPT6Dw&zoom=1&iact=hc&vpx=1049&vpy=306&dur=504&hovh=154&hovw=212&tx=172&ty=89&sig=117694770699261163351&page=1&tbnh=129&tbnw=177&start=0&ndsp=18&ved=1t:429,r:11,s:0,i:96


FORT CRAILO 

 

“Yankee Doodle” was 

written here in 1758. 

 

 

 



Knickerbocker 
Mansion 

Built in the 1780's by 
Johannes and Elizabeth 

Knickerbocker. 
 
  



DEMOGRAPHICS OF 

RENSSELAER COUNTY 



Population of Rensselaer County by  

race 

Race 1860 2010 

White 
(includes Indians) 

85,270 140,335 

African 
American 

727 
 

7,943 

Mulatto 331 1,839 

Total  86,328 158,629 



Sex 1860 2010 

Male 41,870 78,169 

Female 43,367 80,460 

Population of Rensselaer County by  

sex 



1860 2010 

Housing 
Units 

70,891 78,169 

Population of Rensselaer County by  

Housing Units 



Occupations in Rensselaer County 

2010 

1860 
Farmers, farm laborers, tailors, merchants, 

laborers, carpenters, shoemakers, blacksmiths, and 
clerks.  



WEBSITES 

• Welcome to Rensselaer County: here you will find all the 

important involving the community, the press and political views.  

• Lifes good from here: Here you will find all of the county’s 

economic development and planning.  

• History is Here: here is a perfect site to visit if you are interested 

in seeing what Rensselaer County has to offer. 

 

 

http://www.rensco.com/
http://www.discoverrensselaer.com/econ/Home.aspx
http://www.rchsonline.org/


LESSON PLAN 
Overview before the trip: Students will learn that agriculture was very important to Rensselaer 
County, which was seen through the many farms, and orchards. Students will discover 
agriculture in Rensselaer County, and learn how climate and environmental factors affect 
agriculture. Students will be broken up into groups, and each group will pretend they are 
farmers, and research the weather and environmental factors they would need to consider in 
order to successfully run their farms (Ex: drought).  

  

Overview during the trip: On their field trip to Goold Orchard the next day, students will 
investigate what type of factors affected the apples and other fruit (Ex: bugs). Students must 
pay attention to the tour guide, as he or she will explain how the farmers of the orchard handle 
the environmental factors in order to grow the crops effectively (Ex: pesticides). Students will 
take notes on their trip, and use the knowledge they have gained to complete their report for 
the following day’s lesson. Students are allowed to pick their own apples, and other fruit, 
which they can examine further to determine what kind of factors have affected them.  

  

Overview after the trip: Students will write a report on all of the information they have learned 
in the past two days. They must write a report on what environmental factors they need to take 
into consideration, and what they would do if they had to face these factors on their farms. 
Students must also create a poster, where they have drawn a picture of their farms, including 
what factors they have researched and learned solutions to on their field trip. For example, 
students may choose to write about droughts, and how sprinklers may be used to water 
crops. Students will draw a picture of a farm with sprinklers, and maybe draw a picture of a 
sun to indicate that it is a hot dry day.  
  

 



LESSON PLAN 

CONTINUED 

Closing Activity: The teacher and students can have a discussion on how farmers would sell their 

crops to make a profit, and how their jobs depended upon the environment. Students can think about 

how much they would sell the crops on their farms for depending upon what environmental factor 

they have researched, and share their ideas in a class discussion.   

  

Extension Activity: The teacher can distribute seeds to students and teach them how to grow their 

own plants. Having students actually attempt to grow their own plants will show them how hard it can 

be for farmers to grow plants for a living, because so many factors are taken into consideration.  

  

New York State Standards: Social Studies 1-History of the United States and New York: use a variety of 

intellectual skills to demonstrate their understanding of major ideas, eras, themes, developments, and 

turning points in the history of the United States and New York. English Language Arts Learning 1-

Students will read, write, listen, and speak for information and understanding. English Language Arts 

Learning 4-Students will read, write, listen, and speak for social interaction. 

  

Learning Intelligences: Auditory learning- Students will be listening to their group members’ ideas, 

and other group’s presentations at the end of the lesson. They will also be participating in a group 

discussion at the end of the lesson. Verbal linguistic- Students will discuss the report with their group 

members, and be required to ask the tour guide on the field trip numerous questions. Bodily-

kinesthetic- Students will be involved in the lesson with hands on activities such as picking their own 

fruit, and creating posters.  

 



FINAL PROJECT 

APPROACH 

Cara- Website Links 

Kylee-Guided pages for 

heritage tourists 

Casey- Wayside exhibit panels 

Gina-Highway route markers 

Demi- Lesson Plan 
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