
1782-1783 



 War over but morale of 
troops low 
 

 Reasons: 
 
 Withholding of pay for 

Continental Army. 
 

 Bankrupt Congress. 
 

 Articles of Confederation. 

Treaty of Paris ends the American Revolution 



 Summer of 1782, Congress is $6 million in 
debt, with only $125,000 raised to pay. 

 Many members of the military were owed 
back pay, as much as 6 years worth 



 Articles of Confederation granted 
powers to maintain a wartime army 

 However not the power to levy the 
required taxes to pay for this 
expenditure.  

 

 States objected to Congressional 
plans to raise taxes to pay the military 
debt.  



 In response to the withholding of pay tied to 
the financial and bureaucratic issues the 
officers drew together under the leadership of 
Henry Knox 
 

 Sent a delegation to Congress with a list of 
demands  
 Pay the Army 
 Pension for service 
 Option of commuting pension for lump sum 
 

 The possibility of a coup d’ete seemed possible 
  Possibility of establishing a military dictatorship for 

the United States.  
Henry Knox 



 Made aware of the  
grievances of the officers 
on March 10th.  
 

 Called for a meeting on  
March 15th with the officer 
corps.   



 Appeared at the scheduled March 15th 
meeting.  
 

 Reads letter, The Newburgh Address, to the 
assembled officer corp.  
 

Washington’s Farwell at Newburgh 



 "Gentlemen: By an anonymous summons, an 
attempt has been made to convene you 
together; how inconsistent with the rules of 
propriety! How unmilitary! And how 
subversive of all order and discipline..." 





 Washington’s presence and message to the 
officer corp. singlehandedly change the views 
of most of the officers present.  
 

 Most affirm their trust in the newly formed 
Congress and its promise to compensate the 
members of the military 
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