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Abolitionist William Jay  
Grade Level: 11th 

Time Allotted: two class periods  
 
New York State Core Standard: Soc. 9-12. 2. II. B. 3 - The great constitutional debates: states’ 
rights versus federal supremacy; efforts to address slavery issue.  
 
Learning Objectives: Students will be able to explain how William Jay contributed to the start of 
the anti-slavery movement. They will also be able to create a convincing argument against the 
institution of slavery using the methods that William employed in his fight against slavery.   
 
Essential Questions:  

1) How was William Jay’s argument on slavery unique to the time period? 
2) How did William Jay argue against slavery?  

 
Learning Styles:  

1) Auditory- students will listen to… 
a. a short PowerPoint read by their teacher. 
b. a newspaper article read by their peers.  
c. classwork instructions read by their teacher. 
d. classwork letters read by their peers. 

2) Visual- students will view… 
a. a PowerPoint presentation. 
b. a newspaper article. 
c. classwork instructions handout. 

 
3) Kinesthetic- students will engage in a writing assignment.  

 
 Materials: 

1) William Jay PowerPoint 

2) "WILLIAM JAY AND SLAVERY." New York Times (1857-1922), Dec 17, 1893. 

http://search.proquest.com/docview/95123231?accountid=28549.  
3) Classwork instructions handout 
4) Letter handout 

 
 
Motivation: 

 At the start of class, students will engage in a brainstorming activity centered on the term: 
abolitionist. 

 The class will briefly discuss their knowledge about the term.  
 
Procedure: 

 The teacher will present a short PowerPoint presentation on the life of abolitionist, 
William Jay.  



 The teacher will hand a small, foam ball to one of the students. The student will be 
instructed to read the first paragraph of newspaper article: “William Jay and Slavery.” 

 The foam ball will be gently thrown around the classroom from student to student. When 
a student is in possession of the ball, he or she has to read the next paragraph from the 
article.  

 The teacher will ask the students the following questions pertaining to the article in order 
to prompt a discussion: 

o What type of language did William Jay use in his abolitionist work? Did he write 
low-grade or professional work? 

o What were the standards and expectations of the time pertaining to slavery?  
o What type of rhetoric did William use to argue against slavery? What where his 

main reasons against the institution?  
 The teacher will distribute and read a hand out explain the classwork assignment. 
 Students will write a letter to President Andrew Jackson, pretending to be William Jay. In 

this letter they will write a response to the President’s decision to ban abolitionist mail 
from flooding the Senate and the House. 
 

Summary: 
 Five students will volunteer to share their letters in front of the class.  

 
Evaluation: 

 Students will engage in a class discussion about how William Jay’s argument on slavery 
was unique to the time period and how he argued against the institution.  

 
 
  

 

 


