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From the Publisher
arguably the most important year in hudson River Valley history since 1909, 
we are already in the midst of celebrations surrounding the hudson-Fulton-
Champlain Quadricentennial. This issue commemorates the accomplishments 
and legacies of all three honorees—henry hudson, Robert Fulton, and samuel de 
Champlain—as well as the lasting contributions of the commission that planned 
events surrounding the 1909 hudson-Fulton Tercentenary.

we open with a review of the 1909 festivities and follow with a brief survey 
of dutch archival history from the preeminent historian and translator of new 
netherland manuscripts. For the complete story on Robert Fulton, readers should 
reference our autumn 2007 issue, which contained a lengthy biography of the 
inventor. here its author offers a brief summary of Fulton’s steamboat voyage and 
how it revolutionized transportation, in america and around the world. delving 
into the Champlain Valley for the first time, we begin at the beginning, with 
an article tracing the native american presence there from prehistory to the 
american Revolution. we return to hudson with an overview written by william 
T. Reynolds, the captain of the replica ship Half Moon, and an excerpt of Robert 
Juet’s journal of the voyage. Joyce Goodfriend illustrates both the power of the 
dutch cultural legacy and the tensions caused by the British control after 1664. 
lastly, andré senecal explains Champlain and the circumstances that led to his 
actions in 1609. we conclude with two more articles exploring the signal contri-
butions hudson and Champlain made to local and world history.

our Regional history Forums focus on the hudson-Fulton-Champlain 
Quadricentennial Commission, which has organized the yearlong celebration, and 
walkway over the hudson state Park, perhaps the greatest legacy of the 400th 
celebration. Finally, we close with one author’s musings over the lasting myster-
ies surrounding hudson’s 1609 journey. as executive director Tara sullivan and 
Roosevelt-Vanderbilt national historic sites superintendent sarah olson note 
in their foreword, there are a plethora of once-in-a-lifetime events taking place 
throughout the state this year. we encourage you to take advantage of them.

Thomas S. Wermuth
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The mission of the hudson River Valley national heritage 
area Program is to recognize, preserve, protect, and interpret 

the nationally significant cultural and natural resources of 
the hudson River Valley for the benefit of the nation.

For more information visit www.hudsonrivervalley.com

• Browse itineraries or build your own

• Search 90 Heritage Sites

• Upcoming events & celebrations

To contact the hudson River Valley national heritage area:
Mark Castiglione, acting director

Capitol Building, Room 254
albany, ny 12224

Phone: 518-473-3835
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Call for essays
The Hudson River Valley Review is anxious to consider essays on all aspects of the 
hudson Valley—its intellectual, political, economic, social, and cultural history, 
its prehistory, architecture, literature, art, and music—as well as essays on the 
ideas and ideologies of regionalism itself. all articles in The Hudson River Valley 
Review undergo peer analysis.

submission of essays and other Materials
hRVR prefers that essays and other written materials be submitted as two double-
spaced typescripts, generally no more than thirty pages long with endnotes, along 
with a computer disk with a clear indication of the operating system, the name 
and version of the word-processing program, and the names of documents on 
the disk. Illustrations or photographs that are germane to the writing should 
accompany the hard copy. otherwise, the submission of visual materials should 
be cleared with the editors beforehand. Illustrations and photographs are the 
responsibility of the authors. no materials will be returned unless a stamped, self-
addressed envelope is provided. no responsibility is assumed for their loss. an 
e-mail address should be included whenever possible.

 hRVR will accept materials submitted as an e-mail attachment (hrvi@marist.
edu) once they have been announced and cleared beforehand.

 since hRVR is interdisciplinary in its approach to the region and to region-
alism, it will honor the forms of citation appropriate to a particular discipline, 
provided these are applied consistently and supply full information. endnotes 
rather than footnotes are preferred. In matters of style and form, hRVR follows 
The Chicago Manual of Style.
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Introduction to the Quadricentennial 
Commemorative edition

This is a momentous year in new york state and especially the hudson River 
Valley. we are commemorating the 400th anniversary of the simultaneous 
explorations of henry hudson and samuel de Champlain on the waterways 
that now bear their names, as well as the 200th anniversary of Robert Fulton’s 
successful maiden steamboat voyage on the hudson River. at the same time, we 
are celebrating the cultures that colonized this land—native american, dutch, 
and French—as well as the legacy of new york’s hudson-Fulton Tercentenary in 
1909. 

one important focus of the celebration 100 years ago was the protection 
of open space, including parkland in new york City, Bear Mountain, and, per-
haps most important, the Palisades. In addition to its environmental legacy, the 
Tercentenary was marked by bridge and roadway improvements, parkways that 
facilitated transportation and recreation, and a strong cultural-preservation move-
ment. we continue to benefit from all of these.

The completion of three Quadricentennial legacy Projects will build upon 
the tremendous work accomplished by organizers a century ago. The Crown Point 
lighthouse on lake Champlain, dedicated in 1912 to commemorate Champlain’s 
exploration, has been completely restored and relighted. In october, walkway 
over the hudson will open, completing the stunning transformation of the his-
toric Poughkeepsie-highland Railroad Bridge into our newest state park—and the 
world’s longest pedestrian walkway. In new york City, a new public promenade 
surrounding Governor’s Island will provide thrilling views of Manhattan and new 
york harbor. 
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Planning and implementing the Quadricentennial celebration has been a 
collaborative venture. nowhere is this better illustrated than walkway over the 
hudson, which began with a grassroots movement and has involved legislators on 
the federal, state, and local levels; state agencies (including the Bridge authority; 
the office of Parks, Recreation and historic Preservation; and the department of 
environmental Conservation); the hudson River Valley national heritage area; 
the Governor’s office; and nonprofit organizations such the dyson Foundation 
and scenic hudson. working together, each individual, agency, and organization 
has built upon their own mission to achieve something far greater than they could 
have accomplished alone. This and other efforts throughout the region have 
served to strengthen communication and cooperation—another important legacy 
of this celebration that we hope will benefit the region for generations.

Myriad communities, national and state parks, historic sites, and museums 
from Manhattan to the adirondacks have planned exciting and educational 
events throughout the year. Festivities officially kicked off at the Knickerbocker 
Ice Festival at Rockland lake in February and will continue throughout the year 
with parades, expos, demonstrations, concerts, lectures, exhibitions, and confer-
ences. a complete listing of over 1,000 Quadricentennial events is available at 
www.exploreny400.com; www.hudson400.com; and www.Dutchess400.com.

we invite you to learn what the hoopla is all about by reading this commemo-
rative issue of The Hudson River Valley Review.

Tara Sullivan
Sarah Olson
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new york state and the 
hudson-Fulton Celebrations  
of 1909
Kenneth Pearl

2009 will mark the 100th anniversary of one of the most unique and endur-
ingly significant events in the history of new york state—the hudson-Fulton 
Celebrations of 1909. For two weeks in late september and early october, new 
yorkers along with a significant number of visitors marked two events that shaped 
the history of new york. The first was the voyage of henry hudson to north 
america in 1609, when he sailed up the river that would later bear his name. little 
is known about the life of hudson, yet unlike earlier explorers that had apparently 
reached the hudson, such as Giovanni da Verrazano or esteban Gomez, hudson 
made a record of his journey and also saw the economic potential for this water-
way. economic potential was central to the mind of Robert Fulton, the second 
person honored in 1909, when he displayed the first practical application of steam 
propulsion in a demonstration held on the hudson River in 1807. somewhat awk-
wardly, the granting of a monopoly to Fulton in 1809 was used to justify blending 
the two events into a combined celebration to be held in 1909. while hopefully 
avoiding any undue awkwardness of my own, this paper will not be concerned 
with the individual achievements of henry hudson and Robert Fulton. Instead I 
wish to first focus on the reasons that lay behind the decision to hold the anni-
versary celebrations and then deal with the numerous ways the hudson-Fulton 
Celebration left an enduring mark on new york state.

Before I get to that, however, it’s important to note that the hudson-Fulton 
Celebrations would be interesting if for no other reason than the myriad ways it 
stands at the cusp of a new age. The recently completed Metropolitan life tower 
on Madison avenue, at the time the tallest building in the world, was one of the 
many structures that took part in the first illumination spectacle ever held in new 
york City. If hudson’s voyage of 1609 took place at a time when much of the world 
was still unknown, then the presence of admiral Peary and his crew onboard 
the Roosevelt, recently returned from their voyage to the north Pole, serves as a 
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reminder of how by 1909 few places on earth were untouched by the presence of 
mankind. a new age in powered flight was dawning as both Glenn Curtiss and 
the wright Brothers were invited to put their increasingly bitter aerial rivalry on 
display. (wilbur wright came out on top. In the first recorded flight in new york 
state, he circled the statue of liberty and flew from Governor’s Island to Grant’s 
Tomb and back, a distance of twenty-one miles.) Finally, amid signs of the increas-
ingly tense naval rivalry between Great Britain and Germany, both nations sent 
battleships to take part in a naval flotilla that involved nearly 1,000 ships, the 
high point of the celebrations. The war that would break out in five short years 
would lead to the sinking of the Lusitania, which as it happens was present at the 
hudson-Fulton Celebrations and was rewarding the passengers on its deck with 
some of the best views of the flotilla as it steamed down the hudson.

The first suggestion for a commemoration to mark hudson’s voyage appar-
ently came in the form of letters to the New York Times and the Herald Tribune 
from the Rev. J. h. suydam of Rhinebeck. Impressed by the success of the world’s 
Columbian exhibition held in Chicago in 1893, he suggested that either the st. 
nicholas society or the holland society, the two prestigious dutch social clubs in 
new york, pick up the mantle and organize some sort of fete to honor the man they 
referred to as hendrick hudson. one of the founders of the st. nicholas society, 
the older of the two organizations, was washington Irving. not incidentally, 1909 
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marked the 100th anniversary of the publication of his A History of New York. 
while Irving was of english and scottish descent, he was fascinated by the dutch 
community as shown in this satirical but affectionate book published under the 
dutch pseudonym diedrich Knickerbocker. during Irving’s lifetime, the influence 
of new york’s dutch community remained very strong, but 100 years later, their 
place at the top of new york’s social pyramid was being challenged by others, such 
as those of english descent, and it was this that led the dutch community to view 
hudson, despite his english ancestry, as an imagined dutch hero. unfortunately, 
the contract for hudson’s 1609 voyage was located in an archive in amsterdam 
and instead of hendrick he had apparently signed his name three times as henry, 
even though the document was written in dutch. having lost this battle, new 
york’s dutch community imagined they could find comfort in the name of his ship, 
the Halve Maene, but this also turned out to be a disappointment, since when a 
replica arrived in new york after being painstakingly crafted in a dutch shipyard, 
no name was painted on its stern. (naval historians pointed out that wasn’t done 
in the seventeenth century.) Throughout the hudson-Fulton Celebrations, pro-
motional materials repeatedly referred to the ship as the Half Moon, in what must 
have been a bitter reality for the community that had summoned the inspiration 
for this event in the first place. 

while new york’s elite battled it out on one end of the social spectrum, 
another search for identity was taking place among an increasingly significant 
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Italian-american community. led by 
the publisher and editor of II Progresso 
Italo-Americano, the most prominent 
Italian-language daily in new york 
City, they fought for and won official 
recognition from the hudson-Fulton 
Celebration Commission for the 
building of a monument in honor of 
their fellow countryman, Verrazano.

In another sign of the growing 
confidence of the Italian-american 
community, three days after the close 
of the hudson-Fulton Celebrations, 
new york celebrated its first official 
Columbus day with a parade down 
Fifth avenue that featured Italian 
sailors who had participated in the 
naval flotilla of the previous week. 

early on, two critical decisions made the hudson-Fulton Celebrations more 
than just a footnote of interest for historians of new york state. The first took 
place toward the end of 1905, when the decision was made to reconsider the ini-
tial plan to hold a grand exhibition and instead consider the possibility of creating 
permanent memorials and parks. Three public hearings were held in december 
and January 1906. while the precedent of recent successful exhibitions, such as 
the world’s Columbian exhibition of 1893 and st. louis’ louisiana Purchase 
exhibition in 1904 were considered, the single-exhibition route proved to have 
few supporters, since opponents pointed out such potential problems as the infra-
structure in new york City, which was woefully inadequate for the anticipated 
crowds, with only two bridges across the east River, no tunnels under either the 
east or hudson Rivers, and only limited mass transit. In addition, those com-
munities located along the hudson River north of the city were concerned they 
would be ignored if a centrally located exhibition were held. These considerations 
led to the decision to hold numerous celebratory events along the entire length 
of the hudson and also to extend the celebrations to two weeks, with a particular 
emphasis on the upper hudson in the second week of the festival. 

The second critical decision was to make the commemoration non-commer-
cial—absolutely no advertising was allowed —and to focus on the educational 
benefits that could accrue from marking the anniversaries. a Committee on 

Statue of Verrazano
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Public lectures was appointed to organize lectures using stereopticon photos 
in seventy locations, while wednesday, september 29, was specifically set aside 
as education day, with the public reading of essay-contest winners drawn from 
selected topics such as “how the beaver influenced new york” and the “The 
league of the Iroquois.”

with a brief stemming from these instructions, a Plan and scope Committee 
was formed under the chairmanship of Frederick william seward, a former 
assistant secretary of state during the lincoln administration. ultimately, over 
800 members of new york’s political and social elite would involve themselves 
in the planning, including J.P. Morgan, who (as was fairly typical in this period) 
owned a summer estate in the hudson highlands, and a young Franklin delano 
Roosevelt, who served on the hudson-Fulton Public health and Convenience 
Committee, a sort of public coming out prior to his first run for elected office  
in 1910.

Besides the interest of new york’s dutch community in wanting to honor a 
voyage they viewed as being intimately connected with their own past, the ques-
tion can be asked as to what other factors led to the desire to mark these dual 
historical anniversaries? after all, in 1809 no celebration was held to mark the 
bicentennial of hudson’s voyage. Part of the explanation stems from an increas-
ing historical consciousness that was taking hold throughout the united states, 
sparked in part by the 1876 Centennial exposition in Philadelphia. examples of 
this growing interest in history can be found in the large readership for henry 
adams’ multivolume History of the United States, the establishment of organiza-
tions such as the daughters of the american Revolution in 1896, and the creation 
of German-style graduate programs in history. 

This growing interest in america’s past led to one of the most important 
legacies of the hudson-Fulton Celebrations, the establishment of a wing in the 
Metropolitan Museum of art dedicated to american art. In 1909, two exhibits 
were held at the museum in conjunction with the festivities. The first was a major 
showing of dutch old Masters, including thirty-four Rembrandts, twenty por-
traits by Frans hals, and five works by Vermeer. The other major show consisted 
of the first comprehensive exhibition of american art in a major museum. Besides 
displaying paintings and sculptures, however, the show was noteworthy for its 
emphasis on the so-called “domestic arts,” including furniture and silver, which 
were displayed in model rooms, a method previously found only in european muse-
ums. Most of the pieces exhibited in 1909 were later purchased on behalf of the 
museum by the noted philanthropist Margaret slocum sage; they formed the basis 
for the establishment of the museum’s american wing, which opened in 1924.
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There was a general sentiment among organizers of the hudson-Fulton 
Celebrations that new york’s critical role in the nation’s development, both 
during the Revolution and in its subsequent economic transformation, was not 
receiving due recognition. states such as Virginia were viewed as being far more 
successful in framing their respective role in the nation’s past, a development 
that would ultimately culminate in 1926 with John d. Rockefeller, Jr.’s support for 
the preservation of Colonial williamsburg. as the official report of the hudson-
Fulton Celebrations noted, “The state of new york, as compared with her neigh-
bors on the east and south, has heretofore shown questionable modesty in refrain-
ing from exploiting her own history.” significantly, this remains an issue to this 
day. In recent discussions on the appropriate way to mark the 400th anniversary 
of hudson’s voyage, noted historian Kenneth Jackson commented, “Jamestown 
disappeared. new york City went on to be the greatest city in the world…. new 
york history tends to gets a little bit overshadowed by Massachusetts and Virginia, 
so we need to tell our story.” 

If celebrating new york’s history was central to the events of 1909, there was 
also a belief among the organizers that education could serve as an essential tool 
in bringing about the desired goal of assimilating new york’s various immigrant 
communities. In this the organizers were actively supporting a Progressive-era 
goal of cultural assimilation, a key theme in what would later be labeled the 
americanization Movement. while this movement has often been criticized by 
historians as a blind drive for cultural conformity, ethnic and religious community 
leaders at the time were often quick to embrace such ideas as a fast-track means 
of achieving an american identity. a sermon delivered by Rabbi henry Klein 
of Temple Beth Jacob in newburgh entitled, “The hudson-Fulton Celebration 
and the day of atonement Ideals,” while clearly a somewhat awkward attempt 
to blend the Jewish holiday of yom Kippur with more general american values, 
reveals the extent to which this was deemed to be a desirable goal. 

Those interested in the process of americanization made use of other peda-
gogic tools such as parades consisting of immigrants who had passed their national-
ization tests and the presentation of historical pageants, such as those that marked 
the centennial of George washington’s inauguration in 1889. since the children 
of immigrants were specifically targeted for americanization, an entire day during 
the hudson-Fulton Celebrations was set aside for various displays both by and for 
children. echoing on a larger scale what would be done throughout new york 
state, new york City was divided into fifty pageant districts; ultimately around 
300,000 children from both public and private schools participated in various dis-
plays. adults also participated in these historical pageants, the largest being one 
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held on Fifth avenue consisting of fifty-three floats marking various events in the 
history of the hudson River, including the building of the erie Canal and capture 
of Major andré. other historically related events during the festivities included 
the placing of plaques at sites related to the american Revolution, such as those 
found today in Fort Tryon Park, or with the dedication of monuments such as the 
stony Point arch, the location of one of the last Revolutionary war battles in the 
northeast. arguably the most significant act of historical preservation stemming 
from the hudson-Fulton Celebrations was the preservation and opening to the 
general public of Fort Ticonderoga, which previously lay in ruins.

(

writing just two years after Fulton’s Clermont made its maiden voyage, 
washington Irving expressed his fear that something was inevitably going to be 
lost as the hudson River became more commercialized. “happy would it have 
been for new amsterdam,” wrote Irving, if it could “always have existed in this 
state of blissful ignorance and lowly simplicity, but alas! The days of childhood are 
too sweet to last!” By 1909, the economic exploitation of the hudson was taking 
place at a rate that would have been beyond Irving’s imagination. The somewhat 
picturesque harvesting of ice for several weeks toward the end of winter may not 
have been ecologically damaging, but other industries such as brick making and 
the production of paper were leaving scars along the shores of the river, a situation 
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made worse by the introduction of dynamite in the quarrying process.
The response to this ecological exploitation led some Progressive-era politi-

cians and private citizens to support what has been called the “First wave” in 
american conservation efforts, a movement that had a champion in the white 
house during the presidency of Theodore Roosevelt. Tentative initial steps to 
preserve the hudson from pollution had already taken place prior to 1909, such 
as the establishment in 1903 by Governor Benjamin odell of a new york Bay 
Pollution Commission to study the problem. at the same time, new york City 
organized the Metropolitan sewage Commission of new york, but like many 
environmental efforts from this period, it lacked teeth, since the commission had 
only the power to make recommendations. Private organizations, often with the 
participation of wealthy individuals who had built great estates along the river, 
also formed with the goal of preserving the hudson highlands. They succeeded 
in getting the revised report of the hudson-Fulton Plan and scope Committee 
to acknowledge the importance of these efforts. nevertheless, the events of 1909 
achieved relatively little in terms of conservation as noted by a frustrated letter 
writer to the New York Times, who criticized the organizers for focusing on the 
“creation of pretty parks…or the erection of a memorial bridge,” while at the same 
time, “The most impressive monument of the discovery and navigation of the 
hudson, its shores, is being torn asunder and ground to bits…” 

while conservation efforts were not at the forefront, either in terms of educat-
ing people for the need to preserve the river in as pristine a condition as possible 
or by legislating change in the way companies exploited its resources, we should 
not be entirely dismissive of the ways that 1909 marked the beginning of a more 
environmentally conscious age in new york. For example, ground was broken for 
the establishment of Inwood hill Park, which upon completion in 1916 contained 
the last natural forest and salt marsh in new york City. The most environmentally 
significant event during the course of the two-week-long celebrations was the 
dedication of the Palisades Interstate Park. while planning began in 1900 with 
the creation of the Palisades Interstate Park Commission, this noteworthy exam-
ple of interstate cooperation between new york state and new Jersey received 
increased attention as a result of the upcoming hudson-Fulton Celebrations and 
would provide a domino effect leading to other conservation efforts, including the 
establishment of Bear Mountain and harriman state Parks. 

If the hudson-Fulton Celebrations provided an inspiration for later conserva-
tion efforts, it also left a legacy concerning the clear need for future infrastructure 
development. The Plan and scope Committee had made much of the infrastruc-
ture failings in new york, leading to the decision to not have a centrally located 
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exhibition. however, in the two decades after 1909, the automobile was beginning 
to transform the american landscape, and while the hudson-Fulton planners 
had thought in terms of the development of urban mass transit and rail links, the 
ambitious plan put forward in 1927 by Robert Moses for the transformation of the 
upper west side of Manhattan focused primarily on automobile-centric projects, 
such as the construction of the henry hudson Parkway.

(

on october 9, 1909, fires were lit along the shore from the mouth of the 
hudson up to Troy to mark the end of what was considered by contemporaries 
to have been a highly successful celebration. For those interested in the past, the 
new-york historical society is planning an exhibition on the events of 1909 that 
will feature photos and artifacts. This year, new york state again will mark the 
achievements of hudson and Fulton while also honoring the French explorer 
samuel de Champlain. In 2002, the hudson-Fulton-Champlain Quadricentennial 
Commission was organized with a mandate to raise money from private donors, 
oversee the construction of new facilities, and educate students about the hudson 
River, lake Champlain, and their surrounding communities. unfortunately, as a 
result of the poor fiscal situation in new york state, the initial budget of $7 mil-
lion has been cut in half and the private funds the commission has sought to raise 
are not as plentiful as had been hoped. nonetheless, money or the lack thereof 
will not diminish the vital work of the commission in reminding individuals of 
the essential role the hudson River has played in the history of new york state 
and the need to preserve its beauty for future generations.
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