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Topic :  Analysis of the Manhattan Project 
 
Grade Level : 11th Grade United States History and Government 
 
Historical Context: 
President Harry S. Truman’s decision to use the Atomic Bomb ending the Second World 
War was the culmination of a long line of administrative decisions. As part of his 
Commander-in-Chief powers, Franklin D. Roosevelt’s establishment of the Manhattan 
Project in 1942 brought together scientists, military personnel, and public officials. This 
project was so Top Secret that Truman, his own Vice-President, learned about it only 
after Roosevelt’s death. With the war in the Pacific still to be won, Truman is faced with 
making one of the most difficult decisions in history.  
   
New York State Learning Standards:
Standard 1:   Students will use a variety of intellectual skills to demonstrate their  

understanding of major ideas, eras, themes, developments, and turning 
points in the history of the United States.  This module addresses this 
standard by focusing on the transition of the United States as the world’s 
first atomic power. 

 
Standard 4: The skills of historical analysis include the ability to explain the 

significance of historical evidence; weigh the importance, reliability, and 
validity of evidence; and through the analysis of historical narrative about 
key events in United States History identify the facts and evaluate the 
perspective of documents. The students will be asked to use the documents 
analyze the process whereby the U.S. became a atomic power.  

 
Learning Objectives :
Students will be able to: 

• understand the interrelationships between world events and developments in the 
United States 

• trace the evolution of the Manhattan Project from its development to its utilization 
through a series of documents that explore the decision made  

 
Essential Questions: 

• What role did the Manhattan Project play in the outcome of World War II? 
• How do the documents demonstrate the decision making power of the President 

as Commander in Chief? 
• Should the United States have developed the atomic bomb in the first place?  

 
 



Overview of the Learning Experience Module: 
The traditional analysis of the Manhattan Project tends to focus on the human rights issue 
of whether or not Truman should have authorized the use of the atomic bomb. This 
module emphasized the political process of how the United States managed to emerge as 
an atomic superpower.  
 
This module will be derived from Unit Six of the New York State Core Curriculum: “The 
United States in an Age of Global Crisis: Peace in Peril: 1933-1950, The United States in 
World War II.”  
 
Time Allotment: 2 class periods (43 minutes)   
 
Vocabulary and Key People:  
uranium  foreign relations    J. Edgar Hoover  espionage  
Albert Einstein  psychological warfare  mushroom cloud  Joseph Stalin  
tube alloys   Hiroshima   prisoners of war  
 
DIRECTED QUESTIONS FOR STUDENTS USING DOCUMENTS: 
 
Document # 1 
In what ways did Albert Einstein’s letter to President Roosevelt influence the 
development of the atomic power program? 
 
Document # 2 
What position did Roosevelt and Churchill share concerning the development of the atomic bomb? 
 
Document # 3 
Of what did J. Edgar Hoover inform President Roosevelt in his letter of November 16, 1944? 
 
Document # 4 
Shortly after the death of President Roosevelt in April 1945, President Truman received a memo from 
Secretary of War Henry Stimson.  What message was Stimson conveying to the new President? 
 
Document # 5 
What conclusions can be drawn from the Memorandum and diagram for the Secretary of 
War on the results of the test of atomic power in New Mexico? 
 
Document #6 
At the Potsdam Conference in July 1945, Stalin and Churchill met with President Truman 
for the first time (after Roosevelt’s death) to discuss post war plans.  Analyze Truman’s 
discussion with Stalin. 
 
Document # 7 
What techniques does Truman use in his pamphlet to the Japanese people concerning the use of a new 
weapon? 
 
Document # 8 
What is Truman’s justification on using the atomic bomb in his letter to Mr. Cavert? 















WAR DEPARTMENT 
Washington 
 
18 July 1945 
 
MEMORANDUM FOR THE SECRETARY OF WAR 
 
SUBJECT : The Test 
 

1. This is not a concise, formal military report but an attempt to recite what I 
would have told you if you had been here on my return from New Mexico. 

 
2. At 0530, 16 July 1945, in a remote section of the Alamogardo Air Base, New 

Mexico, the first full scale test was made of the implosion type atomic fission 
bomb.  For the first time in history there was a nuclear explosion. And what 
an explosion! 

 
3. The light from the explosion was seen clearly at Albequerque, Santa Fe, Silver 

City, El Paso and  other points generally to about 180 miles away.  The sound 
was heard to the same distance in a few instances but generally to about 100 
miles. Only a few windows were broken although was some 125 miles. 

 
4. One-half mile from the explosion there was a massive steel test cylinder 

weighing 220 tons. This is comparable to a steel building bay that would be 
found in typical 15 or 20 story skyscraper or in warehouse construction. The 
blast tore the tower from its foundations, twisted it, ripped it apart and left it 
flat on the ground. I no longer consider the Pentagon a safe shelter from such 
a bomb.  

 
5. The cloud traveled to a great height in the form of a ball, then mushroomed, 

then changed into a long trailing chimney-shaped column and finally was sent 
in several directions by the variable winds in different elevations.   

 
 












