
FREEDOM AND DIGNITY PROJECT 
(Susannah Renzi: Dutchess County BOCES) 

Topic Title: Perspectives on Slavery 
 
Grade Level: General Equivalency Diploma (GED) Social Studies 
 
Overview of the Learning Experience: 

• This lesson will be used after reviewing the time period “A New Nation: 1775-
1860” with students in a GED preparation class.  It also corresponds with our 
textbook chapter on analyzing social studies materials. 

• Students will recognize point of view (perspective) of a writer of a historical text. 
• Students will consider when and why the writer is writing using clues in the 

writings and/or illustrations. 
• Students will recognize the historical context (the time when historical materials 

were written) of a text. 
• Students will evaluate the historical writing in its context.  
• Students will look for clues in a passage that indicate context, such as time period 

and conditions that are different or similar to those of the present. 
• Students will be performing NYS Standard #1 (History of the United States and 

New York), Performance Indicator 4 (students will weigh the importance, 
reliability and validity of evidence), Commencement level. 

 
Essential Question(s): 

• How do these documents show different perspectives on slavery? 
• What clues help you to analyze the document? 
• How are primary and secondary documents different in their treatment of slavery? 

 
Time Allotment (classroom time): 1-2 45 minute period(s). 
 
Vocabulary (key terms): 
primary document   plantation  recantation 
secondary document   emancipation  brethren  
perspective    apathy   deprecate 
overseer    enfranchisement underground railroad 
abolitionist    pernicious  chattel 
 
  
Materials/Resources: 

• Teachers will need to access the following websites, in addition to the documents 
attached to this lesson plan (or may choose their own documents).  Teachers can 
choose to use the entire document or a selection from it. 

• Computer with internet access 
• http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/aia/part4/4h2928t.html 
• http://www.drizzle.com/~tmercer/Child/ 
• http://www.hudsonrivervalley.org/afrAmerLesson/africanAmericanLesson.php 



• http://www.hudsonrivervalley.org/afrAmerLesson/journal_ad.php 
• http://www.hudsonrivervalley.org/afrAmerLesson/journal_ad2.php 
• http://digital.library.upenn.edu/women/truth/1850/1850-1.html 
• http://www.hudsonvalley.org/web/phil-slav.html 
• http://highered.mcgraw-

hill.com/sites/0809222299/student_view0/social_studies_readings.html# 
• Students will need the worksheets attached to this lesson plan, as well as access to 

the documents (either using them online or having a hard copy printed out).  Two 
of the scanned documents needed are listed under this lesson plan on the 
blackboard website (not attached as the overseer documents are) as document 3 
and document 4. 

 
Procedure: 

• Students will define vocabulary words on the vocabulary list (in any method a 
teacher chooses).  You may include more or less vocabulary depending on the 
documents and/or pieces of documents you use. 

• Students will read “Manifest Destiny” and “The Slavery Issue” from “A New 
Nation: 1775-1860” on the McGraw Hill website as an overview of the time 
period (Again, use your discretion on how you want to hold students accountable 
for this information) 

• Students will look at each of the documents and determine if a slave, slave owner, 
abolitionist, common person, overseer, or historian wrote the document.  On their 
worksheet, they will record which document falls under which category. 

• Students will identify clues that helped them to determine the perspective and 
write them on their worksheet. 

• Students will determine the time period of the document using these clues. 
• Students will assess if the document is a primary or secondary source and record 

this on their worksheet as well. 
• Optional activities: discuss the answers as a class, have students work on it 

individually or in small groups (mixing learners and learning styles), discuss the 
Sojourner Truth essay in terms of whether it is a primary or secondary source (for 
more advanced learners) 

 
 
Assessment:  Students will complete attached worksheet and discuss their answers.  
They will take the chapter 3 quiz provided by McGraw-Hill, which covers more than just 
this lesson, but can be found online at http://highered.mcgraw-
hill.com/sites/0809222299/student_view0/chapter3/chapter_review_quiz.html 
 
 
Sources 
The two scanned pages come from Blockson, Charles L. The Underground Railroad. 
The two overseer reports have citations at the top of the page. 
 
 



 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Name:        Perspectives on Slavery 
Directions:  Read the documents to determine who wrote it and the time period of the 
document, clues that helped you figure that out, and whether it is a primary or secondary 
source. The choices of the writers are as follows (each is used twice): 
 slave slave owner abolitionist common person overseer historian 
 
Document 1 
Who wrote it?     From what time period is it? 
 
 
What clues help you determine these things? 
 
 
 
Is it a primary or secondary source?  Why? 
 
 
Document 2 
Who wrote it?     From what time period is it? 
 
 
What clues help you determine these things? 
 
 
 
Is it a primary or secondary source?  Why? 
 
 
Document 3 
Who wrote it?     From what time period is it? 
 
 
What clues help you determine these things? 
 
 
 
Is it a primary or secondary source?  Why? 
 
 
Document 4 
Who wrote it?     From what time period is it? 
 
 
What clues help you determine these things? 
 
Is it a primary or secondary source?  Why? 



Document 5 
Who wrote it?     From what time period is it? 
 
 
What clues help you determine these things? 
 
 
 
 
Is it a primary or secondary source?  Why? 
 
 
Document 6 
Who wrote it?     From what time period is it? 
 
 
What clues help you determine these things? 
 
 
 
 
Is it a primary or secondary source?  Why? 
 
 
Document 7 
Who wrote it?     From what time period is it? 
 
 
What clues help you determine these things? 
 
 
 
 
Is it a primary or secondary source?  Why? 
 
 
Document 8 
Who wrote it?     From what time period is it? 
 
 
What clues help you determine these things? 
 
 
 
 
Is it a primary or secondary source?  Why? 










