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“With the exception of IBM, there
IS nothing comparable to that
industry in the Hudson Valley

today in terms of size and
consequence of its production ....”

-The Great Hudson River Brick Industry by George H. Hutton







e OSTAT tohe

Hudsen River Valleyfromrth berlod of the
Iate 19th Cénturytaiearly 20thiCentury,
provididg jobs, developihg trade and!
community;.ant'becoming the'brick center

theworld. .. piees A

“paving the:way? for dprosp%@us society,



History of Haverstraw, New York

eHaverstraw is a village located along the western shore of the Hudson River at:its widest
point.

elts unique geographtcal location has greatly affected its development:
eHaverstraw was founded in 1666, but the village wouldn’t truly establish itself until 1854.

e Commonly referred to as Brlcktown Haverstraw was famous for its brick-making, which
was a major industry in the village.

eBrick making was sa popular due to the clay that was formed by the Hudson River’s
water and the rich soil that lined Haverstraw s waterfront

eMany of the old brownstone and brick struetures that were constructed in New York C|ty
in the late 1890°s and early 1900°s'were composed. of bricks manufactured by Haverstraw.

e The Haverstraw region alone consisted of 41 bnckyards which produced 300,000,000
bricks:in one year at its highest peak.

eln 1906, as the industry neared its peak, a landslide demolished a large residential
portion of the village because of the constant excavation of the rich clay. Soon after,.a
combination of the Depression, competition, and new building materials brought
Haverstraw’s brick making industry to a close when the last yard closed in 1941.

eAlthough not one brick making company in the Hudson Valley still remains active today,
the Haverstraw Brick-Museum'is available for visitation and a more realistic look at the
materials and history of the brick making industry in the: Hudson River Valley.




Hlstory of Brlck Maklng in the Hudson
Rlver Valley ~Cog G

oThe brlck maklng mdustry was one of the Iargest and most prosperous
““in‘the Hudson River Valley. The industry truly® began to develop in'the
early:1800s, and-flourishied.after.improvements.in machlnery were -
mtroduced in the 1850’s. -
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Physical Features




Brickmaking




Economics and Industry
*The Hudson River Valley and the Brick Industry

—Largest brick making region in the world
J . ' _
—Approximately 130 manufacturers

~Contributions to architecture

- «The Manufacturing Process
—Shipped in sloops

—Sent to NYC via the Hudson River
—Easy to get started

—Quick money




Economics and Industry

 Improvements
— New inventions
— More money
— Lifestyle

 Haverstraw
— Settled in 1681
Brick making as way of life
Transformed economy
37 brickyards
Unique clay




Jacob
Van Dyke

e 1771- 18t brick
manufacturing in
Haverstraw

 Dutch-style brick

* Primary brick
making by hand

James Wood

1815 Wood arrived
In-North Rockland

*Vented mold and
tempering

*\Vast-clay deposits
in North Rockland

Fame and fortune
In North Rockland







Richard Ver Valen

North Rockland -75
years of sucess

Legend of the “grénd
machine”

Patented automatic

brick making machine
on June 29, 1852"
Ideas and principles
still.used

The VerValen machine

which changed the course of brickmaking for all time!

WITHIN

THESE GATH




David Stickland

1912-15 [ow. pressure steam dryer
1920- invented automatic brick
machine with a steam dryer
Created oversized or “jumbo” brick

Produced larger-bricks-and-various
colors S




Improvemernts in the
““Industry— =

» Richard Ver Valen
»Patent'Sander

> David Stickland-
Automat;c BrickMachine
¢ _HughReilly- o . -
Burfiing with oil and soft coal




The “frog” became adopted as a new conceptin the
process of brick-making.. From this point off bricks
were-produced more efficiently.







Objectives: Students will learn b!kground information, visit the
museum, and m.aﬁlmeihqv&bricm

ye2de; Upon arrival at the brick'ﬂi dijm the curator will lead class

disClUssi@ns and lead the tour of the Haversiraw Brick Musgum=The
students=will make cookies in the auithenticl feel for
the time lifestyle. Lastly, st play-dough

bricks to take*home




Conclus

-Increase trade and Commerce _
*Increaseprofits

-Technological advances

e|ncrease-manufacturing
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