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COLUMBIA COUNTY



“The life of the individual is 
first and foremost an 

accommodation to the 
patterns and standards 

traditionally handed down in 
his community.”

- Ruth Benedict 



THESIS OVERVIEW
• Since the Dutch first settled in the rich and fertile land 

of the northern Hudson Valley, present day Columbia 
County, New York, the people of this region have 
proven themselves to be strong, ambitious, resourceful, 
industrious, community minded, and patriotic as 
evidenced by their commitment to developing a thriving 
community with growing industrial pursuits and their 
dedicated service and support during the tumultuous 
and divisive Civil War through community support of 
artists, laborers, and servicemen. 
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Location of Columbia County, NY
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Map_of_Ne
w_York_highlighting_Columbia_County.svg



HISTORY OF COLUMBIA COUNTY

• In the early 1600s, 
Mohican Indians were the 
first to inhabit Columbia 
County, NY.

• In the mid-1600s, the 
Dutch began to settle in 
the county.

• In 1664, the English took 
the area from the Dutch 
and renamed it from New 
Netherlands to New York. 

George Fitch Wilbor 
was a lieutenant in the 
Civil War, born and 
raised in Columbia 
County. 
http://www.usgennet.org/
usa/ny/county/columbia/
veterans/photos.htm

Columbia County 
was founded in 

1786. 
http://www.columbia
planningguide.com/



HISTORY OF COLUMBIA COUNTY

• Created from parts of 
Albany County through an 
act of legislature passed in 
1786 

• County seat is Hudson
• Aligned itself with the union 

efforts in the Civil War
• Location on the Hudson 

River was crucial in helping 
support Civil War soldiers 

• Women played an integral 
part in the war efforts in 
New York.

Columbia County was founded from parts of Albany 
County in 1786.  The county is right on the Hudson 
River, making it a good area for trade. 
http://affordablehousinginstitute.org/blogs/us/wp-
content/uploads/columbia_county_new_york.jpg



HISTORY OF COLUMBIA COUNTY

• The first English court 
system was created in the 
area in 1665. 

• Act to settle courts of 
justice was passed and the 
English court system was 
abolished

• The first courthouse in 
the area was at Claverack, 
built in 1786.

• The present day 
courthouse is in Hudson, 
New York. 

The courthouse in Hudson, New York was home of 
many decisions regarding Columbia County. 
http://www.courthousehistory.com/images/New%20York
/Columbia/slides/Hudson%20-%20OO%20%20C.html

The courthouse in Claverack, 
New York is now Peter 

Hoffman’s mansion. 
http://www.courthousehistory
.com/images/New%20York/
Columbia/slides/Claverack%

20-
%20Former%20Courthouse.

html 



VOLUNTEER REGIMENTS

1 2 8 t h R e g i m e n t 9 1 s t R e g i m e n t

1 4 t h R e g i m e n t1 5 9 t h R e g i m e n t

http://dmna.state.ny.us/historic/reghist/civil/inf
antry/128thInf/128thInfMain.htm

http://dmna.state.ny.us/historic/reghist/ci
vil/infantry/91stInf/91stInfMain.htm

http://dmna.state.ny.us/historic/reghist/ci
vil/infantry/159thInf/159thInfMain.htm

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:14thRegtFlag.jpg

http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/en/f/fb/14thRegtFlag.jpg
http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/en/f/fb/14thRegtFlag.jpg


• combined recruitments from 
both Colombia County and 
Dutchess County for a three 
year service 

• under General Sherman’s 
command

• limited casualties

• complimented by General 
Emory and named as one of the 
best regiments

• mustered out in Georgia in 
1863

• total of 269 deaths

LEFT:
1st Lt. Agustus Bradbury
BELOW:
Pvt. Lewis Cashdollar
http://dmna.state.ny.us/hist
oric/reghist/civil/infantry/1
28thInf/128thInfMain.htm

128th REGIMENT



91st REGIMENT

RIGHT:
1st Lt. Sylvester B. Shepard

UPPER RIGHT:
Capt. John W. Felthousen

ABOVE:
Sgt. William P. Clark

http://dmna.state.ny.us/historic
/reghist/civil/infantry/91stInf/9

1stInfMain.htm

• mustered in 1961 for a three 
year term in an effort to boost 
morale and reignite patriotism

• Albany County Regiment was 
consolidated under this 
regiment 

• experienced heavy casualties 
during the battle of Irish Bend 
near Franklin and more so 
during the siege of Port 
Hudson

• 114 by death from wounds and 
188 from other causes



159th REGIMENT

RIGHT:
2nd Lt. Gyron L. Lockwood
ABOVE:
1st Lt. Wesley Bradley
http://dmna.state.ny.us/histo
ric/reghist/civil/infantry/159t
hInf/159thInfMain.htm

• men from Columbia 
County and Kings County 
and remnants of the 167th

• main battles fought by this 
regiment were the “Irish 
Bend, Port Hudson, 
Halltown, Va., Fisher’s 
Hill, Winchester, and 
Cedar Creek 

• most significant loss of any 
regiment during Irish Bend

• mustered out in Georgia in 
1865 



14th REGIMENT

RIGHT:
Pvt. Philander S. Anderson

UPPER RIGHT:
Corp. Charles B. Vickery

ABOVE:
Pvt. Charles Beardsley

http://dmna.state.ny.us/histori
c/reghist/civil/infantry/14thInf

/14thInfMain.htm

• only one company, (K), of 
recruits from Columbia County 
and was mustered into service for 
only two years 

• prominent role in the “bloody 
and disastrous” Seven Days 
battles 

• in Fredericksburg, Virginia, 
experienced significant loss of 
men 

• mustered out at Utica early in 
1863 

• lost 85 men from combat 
wounds and 44 from other 
causes 



KEY TRAINING

• Camp Kelly
- 128th Regiment
- September 5, 1862
- Colonel David S. 
Cowles
• Cedar Park Cemetery
- dedicated to the Civil 
War
- monument to Colonel 
Cowles

Colonel David S. Cowles was the 
founder of the 128th regiment
http://www.dean-
thomas.info/128th_photo_gallery/p
hotos.aspx?collectionID=1



KEY TRAINING

• Camp Cameron

- 14th Regiment

- May 30, 1861

- Colonel James 
McQuade

• Camp Nelson

- 159th Regiment

- Staten Island, NY

Camp Cameron is the camp were the 14th regiments trained.
http://www.corbisimages.com/Enlargement/IH079223.html



MUSTERING
• Artillery - Ancram, 5H; Stuyvesant, 16EK;
• Cavalry - Austerlitz, 12C; Chatham, 2I, 

12C; Claverack, 12B, Copake, 12B; 
Hillsdale, 12C; Hudson, 2L, 5L, 6M, 
12BCG; Kinderhook, 4L, 6M; Stuyvesant, 
4L; Valatie, 2I;

• Engineers - Hudson, 1C;
• Infantry - Ancram, 128G; Austerlitz, 

128AE; Chatham, 9I, 128AEK, 159G; 
Claverack, 128AGK, 159ACEG; 
Clermont, 128G; Copake, 128K, 159CE; 
Gallatin, 128G, 159CI; Germantown, 
128AK, 159C; Ghent, 128AG, 159ADEG; 
Greenport, 128K, 159AE; Hillsdale, 91H, 
128EG, 154G, 156H-K, 159E, 187E; 
Hudson, 14K, 20H, 91EI, 128AFGK, 
159ACDEGI; Kinderhook, 30K, 128E, 
159G; Livingston, 128D, 159ACEI; New 
Lebanon, 128AG, 159AG; Stockport, 3F, 
128G, 159CG; Stuyvesant, 3F, 128G, 
159CG; Taghkanick, 128G, 159CEGI; 
Valatie, 128E;

• Mounted rifles - Canaan, 1I; Chatham, 
1GIM; (Phisterer)

159th Regiment New 
York Volunteer 
Infantry Regimental 
Colors
http://dmna.state.ny.u
s/historic/btlflags/infa
ntry/159thInfReg2004
.0098.htm

Chaplain Edward 
Barker

91st New York Infantry
Civil War Period 

http://dmna.state.ny.us/
historic/reghist/civil/infa
ntry/91stInf/91stInfMai

n.htm



MUSTERING
91st Infantry Regiment
• Colonel David S. Cowles, 

but was later appointed to 
Colonel Jacob Van Zandt

• Mustered in: September to 
December 1861

• Mustered out: July 3, 1865

14th Infantry Regiment
• Colonel James Mcquade
• Mustered in: May 17, 1861
• Mustered out: May 24, 1863

Pvt. James A. Lewis
Company D
14th Infantry Regiment 
Civil War 
http://dmna.state.ny.us/historic/reghist/civil/
infantry/14thInf/14thInfPersonLewis.htm



MUSTERING
128th Infantry Regiment
• Colonel David S. Cowles
• Mustered in: September 4, 

1862
• Mustered out: July 12, 1865

159th Infantry Regiment
• Lieutenant-Colonel Edward 

L. Molineux
• Mustered in: November 1, 

1862
• Mustered out: October 12, 

1865

1st Lt.William F. 
Tiemann
159th New York Infantry
Company A
Civil War Period 
http://dmna.state.ny.us/his
toric/reghist/civil/infantry/1
59thInf/159thInfMain.htm

Surgeon Charles A. 
Robertson

159th New York 
Infantry

Civil War Period 
http://dmna.state.ny.u
s/historic/reghist/civil/i
nfantry/159thInf/159t

hInfMain.htm



INDUSTRIAL SITES

• convenient sources of 
water from the Hudson 
Valley and creeks 
formed within the 
Taconic Mts.

• railroads cause increase 
in population for some 
towns and transportation
for goods

• main aspects of industry 
are milling and mining

Kinderhook Creek: 
A Source of Power

http://www.osiny.org/site/PageServer?p
agename=HRV_Kinderhook_Creek



• Stony Kill in Chatham, provided 
the water power for as many as 9 
separate paper mills 

• Eureka Paper Mill was established 
in 1862 by H.S. Van De Carr

• Stuyvesant Steam Flouring  Mills 
were erected in 1856 by Peter and 
Thomas Houghtaling

• 1860s: Peaslee Wrapping Paper 
Mill - “one of the largest and best 
arranged establishments of its kind 
in the state” 

• 1865- the county boosted 24 paper 
mills, a number substantially 
greater than any other county in 
the state

INDUSTRIAL SITES

This is a pictograph of the 
Peaslee’s mill property. 
Stott,Peter. Looking for Work: Industrial 
Archeology in Columbia County, New York. 
Kinderhook: Columbia Historical Society, 2007.



• Gifford Bros. Foundry and Machine 
Shop and Furnace-1856: produced 
agricultural implements, steam engines, 
and general machinery

• Flint, Dorr and Company was the largest 
manufacturer of 1860, employing 6 men 
to make thousands of packs of straw 
paper 

• 1860s -introduction of the knitting 
industry in Claverack

• Nelson Aken’s knitting factory expanded 
in 1865 producing more than 13,000 
dozen knitted shirts, worth $156,000

• Columbia County Iron Company 
erected a furnace on Water St. near the 
river in 1858

• used ore from Clinton and Dutchess 
counties and used 20,000 tons of coal 
and 6000 tons of limestone per year 
starting in 1861

INDUSTRIAL SITES

These are 
advertisements for the 

Giffords Brothers 
Complex 

Stott,Peter. Looking 
for Work: Industrial 

Archeology in 
Columbia County, 

New York. 
Kinderhook: Columbia 

Historical Society, 
2007.



• demand increase from more 
populous area

• Iron Company in Hudson-
capacity to supply for pop. of 
15,000

• Hudson River Railroad in 
1851 brought an extensive 
increase in Stuyvesant’s 
population and industrial 
activity

• Between 1850 and 1860, it 
grew by about 34 percent, 
which was quicker than any 
other town in the county at 
that time

INDUSTRIAL SITES

The Hudson Iron Works                      
Stott,Peter. Looking for Work: Industrial Archeology 
in Columbia County, New York. Kinderhook: 
Columbia Historical Society, 2007.



CIVIL WAR MONUMENT

• “The Flag Bearer”

• located in Hillsdale, NY

• 13 feet, 3,500 pounds

• sculpted by Edwin E. 
Codman

• cast in bronze

• dedicated on July 4, 1916 
to the men who fought in 
the Union Army during 
the Civil War

Different Perspectives of the                   
“Flag Bearer” Monument 

http://www.suvcw.org/ny/monum
ents/Columbia/Hillsdale.htm 

http://coryatcasting.com/hillsdale.
html

http://coryatcasting.com/conservation.html
http://coryatcasting.com/conservation.html
http://coryatcasting.com/conservation.html


CIVIL WAR MONUMENT

• “Colonel Cowles 
Memorial”

• located in Hudson, NY
• commanded the 128th

New York State 
Volunteer Infantry

• died at Port Hudson, 
Louisiana in 1863

• his last words were, 
“Tell my mother I died 
with my face to the 
enemy”

RIGHT:                                              
Col. David Smith Cowles 

http://localhistory.morrisville.e
du/sites/unitinfo/cowles-

david.html                            
ABOVE:                                          

Colonel Cowles Memorial 
http://cityofhudson.org/content

/History



DEMOGRAPHICS OF 1860
Total Population: 47,172

http://www.archive.org/stream/populationschedu738unit#page/n5/mode/2up

TOWN CENSUS TOWN CENSUS
Ancram 1,720 Greenport 1,431

Austerlitz 1,889 Hillsdale 2,552

Canaan 2,197 Hudson 7,187

Chatham 4,163 Kinderhook 4,331

Claverack 3,477 Livingston 2,014

Clermont 968 New Lebanon 2,187

Copake 1,839 Stockport 1,445

Gallatin 1,533 Stuyvesant 2,366

Germantown 1,353 Taghkanick 1,717

Ghent 2,803 Valatie Unknown



INFORMATIVE WEBSITES
• http://www.usgennet.org/usa/ny/county/columbia/
• http://www.columbiacountyny.com/history.html
• http://www.rootsweb.ancestry.com/~nycolumb/
• http://www.usgennet.org/usa/ny/county/columbia/hudson

2/civilwarmen_pg4.htm
• http://dmna.state.ny.us/historic/reghist/civil/dornbusch/co

lumbia.htm
• http://cityofhudson.org/content/History
• http://www.cchsny.org/coll_links_research.html
• http://www.stoppingpoints.com/ny/Columbia/
• http://www.suvcw.org/ny/monuments/monuments.htm
• http://www.cchsny.org/
• http://www.wquercus.com/crowther/128th.htm

http://renata1883.blogspot.com/2010/12/chapter-nineteen-ive-been-here-before.html

http://www.usgennet.org/usa/ny/county/columbia/
http://www.columbiacountyny.com/history.html
http://www.rootsweb.ancestry.com/%7Enycolumb/
http://www.usgennet.org/usa/ny/county/columbia/hudson2/civilwarmen_pg4.htm
http://dmna.state.ny.us/historic/reghist/civil/dornbusch/columbia.htm
http://cityofhudson.org/content/History
http://www.cchsny.org/coll_links_research.html
http://www.stoppingpoints.com/ny/Columbia/
http://www.suvcw.org/ny/monuments/monuments.htm
http://www.cchsny.org/
http://www.wquercus.com/crowther/128th.htm


FINAL CASE STUDY APPROACH
I. Essay Revisions

All team members will edit their individual essays as well as group essay and cover page 
formatting to meet revision criteria from midterm.

II. Lesson Plan
Each group member will be assigned a key site to develop a lesson plan that emphasizes the 
impact the location had during the Civil War.

III. Guidebook Pages
Each group member will use their assigned key site to make a guidebook page that incorporates a 
complete itinerary.

IV. Wayside Exhibit Panels
Each group member will use their assigned key site to construct an exhibit panel.

V. Highway Route Markers
Each group member will use their assigned key site to construct an highway route marker.

VI. Civil War Monuments
All team members will locate and identify monuments on Google Earth.

VII. Website Links
All team members will find additional websites that will expand on Columbia County’s impact 
during the Civil War. 

VIII. Bibliography
All team members will update and use appropriate citation for any additional resources.

http://www.junkdrawerblog.com/2008/03



This PowerPoint on Columbia
County and its contributions to 

the Civil War was very 
interesting! I think I will write a 
book on it and assign it to my 

students to read  and summarize 
in three insanely complex 

sentences for a wiki assignment!

http://peoc3t.monmouth.army.mil/articles/2007-11-12_RevolutionaryWar.html
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THESIS OVERVIEW
• Since the Dutch first settled in the rich and fertile land 

of the northern Hudson Valley, present day Columbia 
County, New York, the people of this region have 
proven themselves to be strong, ambitious, resourceful, 
industrious, community minded, and patriotic as 
evidenced by their commitment to developing a thriving 
community with growing industrial pursuits and their 
dedicated service and support during the tumultuous 
and divisive Civil War through community support of 
artists, laborers, and servicemen. 



“The world is a book, 
and those who 
do not travel 

read only a page.”

- Saint Augustine



COLUMBIA COUNTY 
GUIDEBOOK
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KEY SITES

Highway Route Marker
http://www.flickr.com/photos/hclawrence/5104360689/

http://www.weichert.com/NY/Columbia/
http://www.antiquehelper.com/catalog-search?q=antique&page=61&sort=0

http://www.navycs.com/gallery2/v/useful_images/military/Chrome-star.jpg.html

Olana State 
Historic Site



KEY SITE LOCATIONS

Olana State Historic Site



KEY SITES

Historic Interpretive Sign

http://www.olana.org/visit_tours.php
http://www.olana.org/news_exhibits.php

http://www.skrockidesign.com/photopages/Photos.html









Lesson: 
Olana State Historic Site

Overview:
In this lesson, students will review and explore the 
elements of Frederic Church’s contributions to the 
American Civil War. Students will begin by participating in 
a guided tour of his home and grounds, highlighting the 
rich landscape that “windows” the Hudson River Valley. 
Students will then complete a “window” worksheet in 
which students will paint using Church’s style and name 
their work of art for a cause or current issue, like Church 
did for the American Civil War. 



Lesson: 
Olana State Historic Site

Model Being Used:
– interpersonal  / intrapersonal
– discovery learning

Learning Intelligences Used:
– auditory
– visual
– kinesthetic



Lesson: 
Olana State Historic Site

Standards:
The Arts
– Standard 2: Knowing and Using Arts Materials and 

Resources
• Students will be knowledgeable about and make use 

of the materials and resources available for 
participation in the arts in various roles.

Social Studies
– Standard 1: History of the United States and New York

• Students will use a variety of intellectual skills to 
demonstrate their understanding of major ideas, 
eras, themes, developments, and turning points in 
the history of the United States and New York.



Lesson: 
Olana State Historic Site

Objectives:
– Students will participate in a guided tour of Frederic 

Church’s home and grounds, highlighting the rich 
landscape that “windows” the Hudson River Valley in 
order to explore the elements of Frederic Church’s 
contributions to the American Civil War. 

– Students will complete a “window” worksheet in which 
students will paint using Church’s style and name their 
work of art for a cause or current issue, like Church did 
for the American Civil War. 



Lesson: 
Olana State Historic Site

Materials:
– “window” worksheets
– paint
– water with cups
– paintbrushes
– 4 digital cameras

Teacher Resources:
– http://olana.org/
– http://olana.org/pdf/Olana_family_guide_small.pdf

http://olana.org/
http://olana.org/pdf/Olana_family_guide_small.pdf


Lesson: 
Olana State Historic Site

Procedure:
1. Before departing on a field trip to the Olana State 

Historic Site, the teacher will review the background of 
the American Civil War and important facts and works of 
art by Frederic Church during his lifetime and especially 
during the American Civil War.

2. Students will be shown as slideshow of pictures of the site 
so that students will be able to recognize and be more 
active participants in the guided tour and through 
independent exploration.

3. Students will depart by bus and arrive at the Visitor 
Center at the Olana State Historic Site.



Lesson: 
Olana State Historic Site

Procedure:
4. Students will be broken up into predetermined groups 

with an adult chaperone. A digital camera will be given to 
each group to take pictures throughout the day of peers 
and points of interest.

5. Students will assemble into the Visitor Center where they 
will view a film and explore illustrated panel displays 
about Frederic Church’s life and Olana’s history.

6. Students will also be given the opportunity to visit the 
Museum Store to view a wide variety of goods that reflect 
Frederic Church’s artwork and house furnishings.



Lesson: 
Olana State Historic Site

Procedure:
7. Students will begin a guided tour, exploring a behind-the-

scenes look at servants' quarters including interpretive 
panels that describe the activities necessary to maintain 
the Church family's lifestyle. Visitors on the second floor 
go to the Stair Hall Landing and can see Frederic and 
Isabel Church's bedroom suite. The Evelyn & Maurice 
Sharp Gallery features changing exhibitions of Church's art 
and life. It will feature the "Rally 'Round the Flag: Frederic 
Edwin Church and the Civil War" exhibit. The guided tour 
will last approximately an hour to an hour and a half. The 
teacher will generate questions and “points of interest” 
throughout the tour to help identify and explain the 
importance of this site in Civil War history.



Lesson: 
Olana State Historic Site

Procedure:
8. Students will convene at the Visitor Center to eat lunch 

and be given additional time to explore with their groups 
the vast landscape and other points of interest on site.

9. Students will then be given a “window” worksheet and 
materials to paint using Church’s style and name their 
work of art for a cause or current issue, like Church did 
for the American Civil War. Students will share their work 
with the class.





Lesson: 
Olana State Historic Site

Summary:
After painting, students will share that they learned 
through discussion led questioning from the teacher. Using 
prior knowledge, recently acquired information, and 
photographs taken throughout the day, students will 
construct an informative poster about their observations 
and interests as well as the significance of the natural 
surroundings and location to the American Civil War when 
they return to school the next day.



Lesson: 
Olana State Historic Site

Evaluation:
Using recorded observations of the teacher during the 
group trip, student participation, cooperative engagement, 
and validity and insight of responses to verbal questions 
will be assessed during the tour. “Window” worksheets will 
be collected to further evaluate level of participation and 
engaged involvement during the trip. In class, students will 
create an informative poster about their observations and 
interests as well as the significance of the natural 
surroundings and location to the American Civil War.



KEY SITES

Highway Route Marker
http://www.flickr.com/photos/hclawrence/5104360689/

http://www.weichert.com/NY/Columbia/
http://www.antiquehelper.com/catalog-search?q=antique&page=61&sort=0

http://www.navycs.com/gallery2/v/useful_images/military/Chrome-star.jpg.html

Colonel Cowles 
Memorial



KEY SITE LOCATIONS

Colonel Cowles Memorial



KEY SITES

Historic Interpretive Sign
http://home.roadrunner.com/~ny128th/faces.htm

http://gossipsofrivertown.blogspot.com/2010_08_01_archive.html
maps.google.com/maps?hl=en&client=firefox-a&hs=jM6&rls=org.mozilla







Lesson: 
Colonel Cowles Memorial

Overview:
Students will take a field trip to the gravesite of Colonel 
Cowles, an important leader in the 128th regiment. 
Through this hands-on experience, students will gain an 
understanding of what it was like to live and fight during 
the Civil War. 



Lesson: 
Colonel Cowles Memorial

Model Being Used:
- Discovery Learning 

Learning Intelligences Used:
– Auditory 
– Kinesthetic
– Visual 



Lesson: 
Colonel Cowles Memorial

Standards:
• English Language Arts  

– Standard 1: Language for Information and Understanding
• Students will be read multiple books on the Civil War prior to 

their field trip to the Cowles Monument and will be asked 
information based on what was read to them in class.

– Standard 2: Language for Literary Response and Expression
• Students will be required to relate the information they learn 

on the Civil War to their own life and times. 
• Social Studies

– Standard 1: History of the United States and New York
• Through this lesson, students will learn New York’s role in the 

Civil War. 



Lesson: 
Colonel Cowles Memorial

Objectives:
– Students will gain a basic understanding of the Civil 

War.
– Students will understand the role of a Colonel in a 

regiment.
– Students will understand the role of Colonel David 

Cowles in the Civil War.



Lesson: 
Colonel Cowles Memorial

Materials:
– Sneakers
– Pictures of Civil War battles
– One copy of You Wouldn't Want to Be a Civil War Soldier!: A War 

You'd Rather Not Fight by Thomas Ratliff
– One copy of If You Lived at the Time of the Civil War by Kay Moore
– One copy of The Union Soldier’s Handbook by Robin Ann Robinson 
– Paper 
– Pencils 
– Printed copy of the history of Colonel David Cowles

Teacher Resources:
– http://localhistory.morrisville.edu/sites/unitinfo/cowles-david.html
– You Wouldn’t Want to be a Civil War Soldier!, If You Lived at the 

Time of the Civil War, and The Union Soldier’s Handbook



Lesson: 
Colonel Cowles Memorial

Procedure:
1. Students will have prior knowledge of the Civil War. 
2. In class the day before the field trip, the teacher will read 

aloud three children’s books explaining the Civil War to 
students. Books examine what it would be like to be a 
soldier at the time and what it would be like to live at the 
time of the War. 

3. Students will take field trip to Cedar Point Cemetery, 
Colonel David Cowles’ gravesite in Hudson, New York. 

4. Students will walk around cemetery and find as many 
fallen soldiers as they can. 



Lesson: 
Colonel Cowles Memorial

Procedure:
5. Once at Cowles’ gravesite, teacher will read the story 

of David Cowles (from 
http://localhistory.morrisville.edu/sites/unitinfo/cowl
es-david.html) 

6. Teacher will pass photos of Colonel Cowles, other 
Civil War soldiers, and important battles of the war 
around to students. 

7. Class will discuss the importance of the rank of 
Colonel in an army. 

8. The next day in class, students will be asked to write 
a one page reflection on the field trip and on the 
Civil War. They will be asked if they would have liked 
to be a soldier during the Civil War, and why. 

http://localhistory.morrisville.edu/sites/unitinfo/cowles-david.html


Lesson: 
Colonel Cowles Memorial

Summary:
The students will be asked to share a short summary of 
their paper to the class, tell us briefly what they thought of 
the field trip and what they learned about the Civil War.



Lesson: 
Colonel Cowles Memorial

Evaluation:
Students will be evaluated on participation and behavior 
on field trip. They will also be evaluated on their reflections 
of the trip and of the Civil War.    



KEY SITES

Highway Route Marker
http://www.flickr.com/photos/hclawrence/5104360689/

http://www.weichert.com/NY/Columbia/
http://www.antiquehelper.com/catalog-search?q=antique&page=61&sort=0

http://www.navycs.com/gallery2/v/useful_images/military/Chrome-star.jpg.html

Robert Jenkins 
House and 
Museum



KEY SITE LOCATIONS

Robert Jenkins House and Museum



KEY SITES

Historic Interpretive Sign

http://gossipsofrivertown.blogspot.com /2011_01_01_archive.html
http://gossipsofrivertown.blogspot.com /2011_01_01_archive.html

http://hudsonrivervalley.wetpaint.com/page/Robert+Jenkins+Home+and+Museum







Lesson: 
Robert Jenkins House & Museum

Overview:
Students will take a tour of the Robert Jenkins House and 
Museum in Hudson, New York. They will learn about the 
whaling industry; the students will understand what 
hunting of whales provided for in the local economies of 
New York in the 1800’s and 1900’s. Students will learn 
the oldest American art form of scrimshaw, and how it 
was made popular by early mariners as a past time.



Lesson: 
Robert Jenkins House & Museum

Model Being Used:
This lesson uses a cooperative learning model.

Learning Intelligences Used:
– Students who are auditory learners will hear the 

information as they go on the tour of the Robert 
Jenkins House and Museum. Auditory learners will see 
the whaling and civil war artifacts. Kinesthetic learners 
will be able to complete the hands-on scrimshaw 
activity.



Lesson: 
Robert Jenkins House & Museum

Standards:

• Social Studies:
– Standard 1: History of the United States and New York – use a 

variety of intellectual skills to demonstrate their understanding of 
major ideas, eras, themes, developments, and turning points in 
the history of the United States and New York.

– Standard 4: Economics – use a variety of intellectual skills to 
demonstrate their understanding of how the United States and 
other societies develop economic systems and associated 
institutions to allocate scarce resources, how major decision-
making units function in the U.S. and other national economies, 
and how an economy solves the scarcity problem through market 
and non-market mechanisms.



Lesson: 
Robert Jenkins House & Museum

Objectives:
– Students will create works inspired by historical or 

cultural styles.
– Students will connect the influence of the whaling 

industry to the economy of local economies in New York 
State during the 1900’s



Lesson: 
Robert Jenkins House & Museum

Teacher Resources:
– The Scrimshaw Studio: 

http://www.scrimshawstudio.com/
– What is Scrimshaw?: www.scrimshaw.net



Lesson: 
Robert Jenkins House & Museum

Procedure:
1. With the pencil, students will lightly draw a design all 

around the candle until satisfied with the design. 
2. Using the pencil, retrace the design using slight pressure 

so as to carve it into the candle. 
3. With the towel, brush away all of the excess wax from the 

carved grooves. 
4. Use the brush to apply some black acrylic paint to one 

half of the candle. 
5. Before the paint dries, wipe it off the candle with the 

towel.  The paint should stay in the grooved design. 
6. Paint then wipe the other half of the candle. 
7. Let the candle dry.



Lesson: 
Robert Jenkins House & Museum

Summary:
This is a fun activity that will allow the students to 
experience what past times early mariner’s took part in 
based on the materials that were at hand. Learning how to 
use the scrimshaw technique will help students relate to 
the early mariners.



Lesson: 
Robert Jenkins House & Museum

Evaluation:
Students will be evaluated on their completion of their 
scrimshaw candle, and their creativity. Knowing how to 
use the scrimshaw art technique, and relating to the early 
whaling mariners is most important for students to learn 
from this lesson.



KEY SITES

Highway Route Marker
http://www.flickr.com/photos/hclawrence/5104360689/

http://www.weichert.com/NY/Columbia/
http://www.antiquehelper.com/catalog-search?q=antique&page=61&sort=0

http://www.navycs.com/gallery2/v/useful_images/military/Chrome-star.jpg.html

Camp Kelly



KEY SITE LOCATIONS

Camp Kelly



KEY SITES

Historic Interpretive Sign

http://www.dean-thomas.info/128th_Photo_Gallery/viewphoto.aspx?photoID=3
http://www.e-referencedesk.com/resources/counties/images/new-york-county-map.gif







Lesson: 
Camp Kelly

Overview:
• Students will take a field trip to Camp Kelly
• They will be able to see where Camp Kelly once was
• They will get to see what new surroundings are around the 

site today



Lesson: 
Camp Kelly

Model Being Used:
– They are going to be learning about how the 128th regiment trained 

at Camp Kelly through direct instruction given by the teacher. They 
will take out their journals and write down key points as the teacher 
is presenting them.

Learning Intelligences Used:
– They will be using visual and auditory learning to get the information 

about Camp Kelly. They will have to listen to the teacher talk about 
the important points and they will also be able to see for themselves 
what the surroundings are like near Camp Kelly.



Lesson: 
Camp Kelly

Standards:
• Social Studies Standards 

– Standard 1- History of the United States
• Use a variety of intellectual skills to demonstrate their understanding of major ideas, eras, themes, 

developments, and turning points in the history of the United States and New York.

• English Language Arts Standards
– Standard 1- Students will read, write, listen, and speak for information and 

understanding
• As listeners and readers, students will collect data, facts, and ideas discover relationships, concepts, and 

generalizations; and use knowledge generated from oral, written, and electronically produced texts. As speakers 
and writers, they will use oral and written language to acquire, interpret, apply, and transmit information.

– Standard 2 Students will read, write, listen, and speak for literary response and 
expression

• Students will read and listen to oral, written and electronically produced texts and performances, relate texts 
and performances to their own lives, and develop an understanding of the diverse social, historical, and cultural 
dimensions the texts and performances represent. As speakers and writers, students will use oral and written 
language for self-expression and artistic creation. Materials: Stop Watches, boats, pants, hats, and gloves (take 
into consideration the amount of walking and the weather)



Lesson: 
Camp Kelly

Objectives:
– Students will take a field trip to Camp Kelly
– They will be able to see where Camp Kelly once was
– They will get to see what new surroundings are around 

the present day site



Lesson: 
Camp Kelly

Teacher Resources:
– When students arrive, students will be take out their 

journals . Students will be allowed to take notes. At the 
end of the tour they are going to have to write about 
their experience in their journal entries. 



Lesson: 
Camp Kelly

Procedure:
1. Students will be working separately  on their own to 

compete there journal entry. Each students will write in 
there journal one key aspects they learned about Camp 
Kelly. 

2. Students will explain why Camp Kelly was significant
3. Students will answer the following question. How long did 

the 128th regiment train at Camp Kelly for? 
4. Students will  wrap up their journal entries by stating if 

the enjoy viewing the area where Camp Kelly once was.



Lesson: 
Camp Kelly

Summary:
Students will share their experiences of Camp Kelly. They 
will share the name of one site they have ate breakfast 
before visiting Camp Kelly. The teacher will explain points 
he or she thought the class did not focus on or understand. 



Lesson: 
Camp Kelly

Evaluation:
Students will be evaluated based on the answers on how 
well they did on each task during their camp experience 
and the essay giving at the end.



KEY SITES

Highway Route Marker
http://www.flickr.com/photos/hclawrence/5104360689/

http://www.weichert.com/NY/Columbia/
http://www.antiquehelper.com/catalog-search?q=antique&page=61&sort=0

http://www.navycs.com/gallery2/v/useful_images/military/Chrome-star.jpg.html

“The Flag Bearer” 
Monument



KEY SITE LOCATIONS

“The Flag Bearer” Monument



KEY SITES

Historic Interpretive Sign

http://coryatcasting.com/hillsdale.html
http://www.swisshutte.com/dining.html





Lesson: 
“The Flag Bearer” Monument

Overview:
In this lesson, students will take part in the designing of a 
civil war monument of a commander of their choice in 
order to gain an understanding of the accomplishments 
and struggles that took place in the Civil War, particularly 
for the Union Army. 



Lesson: 
“The Flag Bearer” Monument

Model Being Used:
– Discovery learning

Learning Intelligences Used:
– Interpersonal: Students will be interacting with each 

other as they describe their commander and 
monument.

– Visual Spatial: Students will be creating visuals of their 
monuments for their classmates, and will use the Flag 
Bearer monument as a visual aid.

– Verbal Linguistic: Students will discuss their 
commanders’ plan of action and what the outcome was, 
as well as a physical description. 



Lesson: 
“The Flag Bearer” Monument

Standards:
• Social Studies

– Standard 1
• History of the United States and New York: Students will use a variety of intellectual skills to 

demonstrate their understanding of major ideas, eras, themes, developments, and turning 
points in the history of the United States and New York.

• The Arts
– Standard 2

• Knowing and Using Arts Materials and Resources: Students will be knowledgeable about and 
make use of the materials and resources available for participation in the arts in various roles. 

• English Language Arts
– Standard 1

• Language for Information and Understanding Students will listen, speak, read, and write for 
information and understanding. As listeners and readers, students will collect data, facts, and 
ideas; discover relationships, concepts, and generalizations; and use knowledge generated from 
oral, written, and electronically produced texts. As speakers and writers, they will use oral 
and written language that follows the accepted conventions of the English language to acquire, 
interpret, apply, and transmit information.

• English Language Arts
– Standard 4

• Language for Social Interaction: Students will listen, speak, read, and write for social 
interaction. Students will use oral and written language that follows the accepted conventions 
of the English language for effective social communication with a wide variety of people. As 
readers and listeners, they will use the social communications of others to enrich their 
understanding of people and their views.



Lesson: 
“The Flag Bearer” Monument

Objectives:
– Students will elect a commander from the Union Army 

to find information regarding their achievements, and 
their accomplishments.

– Students will draw an interpretation of a monument in 
memory of your assigned commander, using the Flag 
Bearer as an example,

– Students will present their work to their peers, 
explaining its importance.



Lesson: 
“The Flag Bearer” Monument

Materials:
– Paper
– Colored Pencils
– Directions to Flag Bearer Monument

Teacher Resources:
– NYS Standards
– The Flag Bearer-Civil War Memorial by Edwin E. 

Codman, Hillsdale NY
– http://coryatcasting.com/hillsdale.html
– Generals in Blue: Lives of the Union Commanders by 

Ezra J. Warner

http://coryatcasting.com/hillsdale.html


Lesson: 
“The Flag Bearer” Monument

Procedure:
1. Students will research information about their 

commander prior to the trip and may bring notes with 
them to refer to. 

2. Drive to Flag Bearer Monument in the Village Square of 
Hillsdale, NY.

3. Lead a discussion about the history of the monument and 
what all aspects of the monument represent.

4. Pass out paper and colored pencils to the students.



Lesson: 
“The Flag Bearer” Monument

Procedure:
5. Students will draw a rough sketch of a monument in 

memory of their Union army commander, viewing the 
Flag Bearer monument to get ideas from.

6. Each student will then present their drawing to their 
peers and explain the significance of their commander as 
well as their reasoning for why they drew their 
monument the way they did. 



Lesson: 
“The Flag Bearer” Monument

Summary:
As a class, discuss the overall general 
achievements of the Union Army as well as any 
interesting facts learning from today’s lesson.



Lesson: 
“The Flag Bearer” Monument

Evaluation:
Student will be assessed based on their ability to effectively 
describe their commander and the reasoning behind the 
sketch of their monument. What battles did they win? 
What hardships did they face? Any turning points? What 
are they most remembered for? What did they look like?
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The experiences, artifacts, landscape and ports 
along the Hudson River found throughout 

Columbia County will help bring history to life, 
foster understanding and appreciation, and give 
perspective as to the circumstances, efforts, and 

sacrifices of the citizens of Columbia County during 
that divisive and tumultuous time as we celebrate 

the Sesquicentennial of the Civil War.
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