
Washington’s Encampment at Fredericksburgh 
FREEDOM AND DIGNITY PROJECT 
 
Developed by:  Jeff Place, Steve Schoenberg, Dottie Rottkamp 
Grade Level: 7 
 
NY State Core Curriculum Unit of Study:   

 
IV. Military and Political Aspects of the Revolution 
 

NY State Learning Standard(s) assessed:  
 

Standard 1: History of the United States and New York Students will use a variety of 
intellectual skills to demonstrate their understanding of major ideas, eras, themes, 
developments, and turning points in the history of the United States and New York. 

 
Standard 3: Geography 
Students will use a variety of intellectual skills to demonstrate their understanding of the 
geography of the interdependent world in which we live—local, national, and global—
including the distribution of people, places, and environments over the Earth’s surface. 

 
Learning Objectives: To understand how events on the national level influenced and affected  
    New Yorkers. 
 
Essential Questions:  
 

1. For what political, economic, social, and geographic reasons did George Washington 
bring his troops to Fredericksburgh in September of 1778? 

2. Describe some of the major events took place while he was quartered there? 
3. Who were some of the more influential people that visited Washington and what were the 

purposes of these visits? 
4. Why did Washington decide to leave Fredericksburgh in November of 1778? 

 
Overview of the Learning Experience Module: 
 
 The location of Washington’s encampment at Fredericksburgh to the students and 
community of Pawling NY is overwhelming in that the two locations are one in the same.  This 
historic occurrence will be reenacted during the upcoming Patriot’s Weekend, to be held on the 
20th of September 2003. 
 We felt that a direct correlation needed to be drawn between the historical significance of 
Washington’s encampment and the everyday life of the citizens of contemporary Pawling.  An 
ideal and logical place for this to occur lies in the 7th and 8th grade curriculum, specifically within 
the units that deal with the American Revolutionary period. 
 Through the completion of the activities that follow, we expect that the students will be 
able to grasp the historical significance that their apparently “sleepy” community played in the 
overall fight for American independence that occurred throughout the Hudson River Valley and 
the country at large. 
 



Time Allotment (classroom time): 3 class periods, approximately 40 minutes per period. 
 
Vocabulary (key terms):  
 

aide-de-camp   gores 
brigade   John Kane 
broadside   Life Guards 
encampment   North River 
espionage   the “Oblong” 
forage    patent 
Fredericksburgh  posts 
garrison   quartermaster 

  
Materials/Resources: 

 
For students: 
 
• Physical map of the Hudson River Valley area. 
• Local/topographical map of historic Fredericksburgh 
• Primary source documents: letters, journals, newspapers, etc. 
• Secondary source documents: Town of Pawling, 200 Years, other town histories, 

professional publications (text or online versions), etc. 
• Scaffolding strategies dependent upon student abilities 

 
For teachers: 
 
• Extensive research into the topic area. 
• Available technology components. 
• Outside experts: parents, town historians, and community leaders. 

 
Fredericksburgh Sources 

 
1. The Papers of George Washington 

www.gwpapers.virginia.edu/revolution/itinerary/1778.html 
 

2. The Hudson River Valley Institute 
Marist College, Poughkeepsie, NY 
(845) 575-3052 
www.hudsonrivervalley.net 
 

3. Paul Everett (coordinator of Patriots’ Weekend, 2003) 
Sherman, CT 
(860) 210-1688 

 
4. Historical Society of Quaker Hill and Pawling, Inc. 

PO Box 99, Pawling, NY  12564 
(845) 855-0500 
http://www.pawlinghistory.org/ 



 
5. Patrick, Lewis. Washington’s Headquarters and the Revolutionary Army at 

Fredericksburgh.  New York: Quaker Hill Conference Association, 1907. 
 

6.  Town of Pawling 200th Anniversary Committee.  Town of Pawling 200 Years.
Charlotte, NC:  Delmar Company, 1987. 
 

7.   Miscellaneous Websites 
www.memory.loc.gov (Library of Congress American Memory Collection) 
www.americanrevolution.org/soldier7.html 
www.usgennet.org/usa/ny/county/dutchess/dutch/Hist/pawling2.htm 

 
Procedure: 
 

• Day 1: Map exercise to familiarize students with the area to be discussed. 
 

o Comparison of contemporary maps with historic maps of the area. 
o Analyze Washington’s route from White Plains to Fredericksburgh.  

� evaluating historical correspondence in relation to regional maps 
o Basic overview of troop deployment in Fredericksburgh and neighboring environs 

 
• Day 2: Why Fredericksburgh? 

 
o Political? Economic? Social? Geographic? 

� Review rationale discussed in primary source documentation, as well as 
historical facts. 

 
• Day 2-3: What happened at Fredericksburgh? 

 
o Court Martial of General Schuyler 
o Celebration of the Victory at Saratoga/”The Great Ox Roast” 
o “A day in the life” of General Washington through analysis of primary source 

documents 
� Administrative duties: requisition of supplies, review of pending courts 

martial, strategic/intelligence strategies, etc. 
o Important visitors at Fredericksburgh 

 
 
 
Assessment Options:   
 

• Creation of a Broadside (Group Project – see other module documents).  Include 3 of the 
5 following types of articles: 

 
1. Interview a re-enactor.  

o Follow the template handed out in class. 
2. Newspaper article 



o Include such items as GW’s ceremonious arrival, the “Great Ox Roast,” and 
the Court Martial of General Schuyler. 

 
3. Journal entry 

o Assume the role of a member of the Commander-in-Chief’s Guard and 
present a “Day in the Life of…..” 

4. Intelligence Report 
o Based on readings from Enoch Crosby, William Duer, and Nathaniel Sackett. 

  5.   Political Cartoon 
o Take a Patriot’s point of view and draw a cartoon mocking the British and/or 

Loyalists. 
 

• Oral presentation: 
o Students will take on the role of a British spy and report back to General Clinton 

on the rationale for, and the happenings in, Fredericksburgh. 
 

• Student creation of an acrostic using the word Fredericksburgh and events they witnessed 
over the weekend. 

 
• Fredericksburgh word search (see attached document). 

 
• Fredericksburgh crossword puzzle (see attached document). 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 

Fredericksburgh Vocabulary 
 
aide-de-camp - a general’s assistant 
 
brigade - a small unit of army troops 
 
broadside - written communication used to summarize political positions, rally support 
and announce meetings 
 
encampment - the place where a body of troops is camped 
 
espionage - the practice of spying on an enemy 
 
forage - to search for food and supplies 
 
Fredericksburgh - colonial name for Pawling and surrounding area 
 
garrison  - to station or occupy with troops 
 
gores - small pieces of land added to patents through disputes over boundary lines 
 
John Kane - loyalist whose home was taken over by Geo Washington in Fredericksburgh 
 
Life Guards - army troops responsible for guarding Washington and his headquarters 
 
North River - colonial name for the Hudson River 
 
“Oblong” - a strip of disputed land between New York & Connecticut that included 
Quaker Hill 
 
patents - large land grants in the Hudson River valley 
 
posts - colonial name for military fortifications 
 
quartermaster - army officer responsible for providing food and supplies to the troops 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 


