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FREEDOM AND DIGNITY PROJECT
Paul T. Ibsen: Wappingers Central Schools

Topic Title: The Impact of the Great Depression on Teenagers

Grade Level: 8™ Grade

Overview of the Learning Experience:

* How were teenagers affected by the Great Depression?
Students will get background information from our textbook chapter
“Depression and the New Deal 1924-1941”

e Students will evaluate and/or analyze primary source documents

(letters written to Mrs. Roosevelt)

Essential Questions:

e How were teenagers affected by the Great Depression?
e What view of Mrs. Roosevelt is revealed by the letters of the teenagers?
e How effective can the federal government be in responding to an

overwhelming crisis?

e To whom would a poor teenager turn to today for economic assistance?
e What safety nets exist today for people during hard times that did not exist

in the 1930°s?

Time Allotment:
Two forty minute classes

Yocabulary:
Great Depression
primary document
First Lady
poverty
board
WPA
National Youth Administration (NYA)

Materials/Resources:
e Letters written to Mrs. Roosevelt
e A guide sheet to analyze the letters
e A political map of the United States

Dust Bowl

New Deal Legislation

tuition

Civil Works Administration (CWA)
hose

F.E.R.A.



Procedure:
* Students will be divided into groups of four.
* Each group will be given two letters written to Mrs. Roesevelt, a U.S.
political map, and a guide sheet for analyzing the letters.
e Students will have read the section in their textbook that pertains to the poverty
Plre:sulting from the Great Depression, particularly the Dust Bowl region of the Great
ains.

® The teacher will give background information about why teenagers wrote to Mrs.
Roosevelt and how many letters she received.

e Students will read the two letters in their groups and write responses to the guide
sheet questions.

e Students will be given twenty minutes to answer the questions and locate the states
from which the letters were written and to identify the region in which the states are
located..

e One student will be randomly selected to report the group’s responses to the class.

* Reporters will be asked to read the responses to their group’s guide sheet questions.

* The teacher will ask students to look for similarities and differences in the letters.

e The teacher will conduct a class discussion using the essential questions.
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Paul T. Ibsen: Wappingers Junior High School
Grade Level: 8™
Topic Title: The Impact of the Great Depression on Teenagers

Background Information:

Using letters written to Mrs. Eleanor Roosevelt by teenagers
from various regions of the United States, students will examine
and discuss the problems faced by teenagers during the Great
Depression. These problems affected the teenagers regardless of
the geographic region they were from.

Assignment #1:

Using a political map of the United States, students will label
and identify the states from which the letters originated as well as
locating the Dust Bowl.

Assignment #2:

Students will write an organized essay (introduction, body,
conclusion) reflecting upon the problems teenagers and their
families encountered during the Great Depression.

Student Set-up:

Put students in groups of 4. Each group will analyze two
letters from a particular region of the United States.

Topic Questions from Letters to Mrs. Roosevelt:

What year was the letter written?

Identify the state.

What is the age of the writer?

What is the gender of the writer?

What is the writer asking Mrs. Roosevelt for?

What does this letter reveal about the problems faced by this
writer and their family?
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