PAGE  
1

Bear Claws Final Exam Essays
December 10th, 2012

HIST218-111

Jamie Albers, Allison Neumann, Chelsea Cozzolino, Cailen Lent

[image: image1.jpg]


[image: image2.jpg]



[image: image3.jpg]



Table of Contents:

Jamie Albers: Midterm Contribution: County

Tourism Development Organizations

and Strategies……………………………………………..………………….. Pg. 2
Allison Neumann: Midterm Case Study:

History of Recreation in the County…………………………………….…….Pg. 6
Chelsea Cozzolino: Midterm- Case Study- Rec. Sites…………………..…………..Pg. 10
Cailen Lent: Mock Up of Highway Route Markers………………………..………..Pg. 15
Cailen Lent: Mock Up of Interpretive Signs at

Columbia County’s Key Recreational Sites………………………...………..Pg.18
Final Synthesis Essay………………………………………………………………..Pg. 24
Total Compiled Bibliography……………………………………………………..…Pg. 29 
Jamie Albers

HIST218L-111

J. Johnson

10 October 2012

Midterm Contribution: County Tourism Development Organizations and Strategies
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Columbia County, a district located in eastern New York State, is a location full of diverse activities for families and people of all ages.  From antiquing to hot air balloon rides to zip lining, Columbia County has a variety of events that appeal to people of all ages.  Some of these important recreational sites include the Clermont State Historic Site (the old home of the Livingston family), the shopping for antiques on Warren Street, Catamount Aerial Adventure Park, the Hudson Opera House, and the Balloon Bed and Breakfast Hot Air Balloon Company.  There is something for everyone to do in Columbia County!  There is nowhere else you need to go, because Columbia County has everything great that New York State has to show!


Currently, the county does many things to promote its tourism.  Its present strategies include websites, brochures, magazine/newspaper advertisements, and social media pages.  For instance, the county has a Facebook and a Twitter page that directly links to their website, www.columbiacountytourism.org.  In a world that is becoming increasingly interconnected by the Internet, having a social media page is very important.  It is an effective way for people both older and younger to explore Columbia County and see what it has to offer.  The county uses bright colors and attractive photographs to draw [image: image6.jpg]


in their consumers, offering a variety of activities from shopping to eating to “seeing & doing” ("Columbia County New York").  Brochures are also available at all recreational sites and in the local town halls and the Tourism Department in the town of Hudson.  Since technology has become such a key part of modern [image: image7.jpg]


society, the Columbia County Tourism website offers most of the information.  Travel and visitor’s guides are now available online, and you can also input your address to have more information sent to you ("Contact Us").
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But even though the county is already doing a fine job promoting its tourism and appeal to people of all ages and interests, there are always ways to improve.  For instance, they could place more advertisements in magazines, targeting specific audiences.  The county could have an advertisement in the Hudson Valley Parent promoting activities to do with young children, such as engage in a “spooky” Halloween tour at the Clermont State Historic Site or explore the heights of the Catamount Aerial Adventure Park ("Friends of Clermont: Upcoming Events", "Catamount Adventure Park").  The county could also collaborate with recreational sites (such as the Catamount Aerial Adventure Park) that are geared towards all ages, and include them specifically in their tourism brochures and online information.  The Internet is key nowadays, so paying for online advertisements (in both video and text form) as well would help further promote tourism in Columbia County.  If a teenager or adult sees something on a website that is appealing to them, they are likely to further investigate it. Whether it is hiking, skiing, shopping, listening to live music, or learning about important historical sites, Columbia County has something for everyone, and there is no need to have to look any further.
Bibliography

Catamount Aerial Adventure Park, "Catamount Adventure Park." Accessed October

4, 2012. http://www.catamounttrees.com/.

· I used this website to explore the different activities available at the Catamount Aerial Adventure Park, and the various options offered.

Columbia County Tourism, "Columbia County New York." Accessed October 1, 2012.

http://www.columbiacountytourism.org/.

· I used this website to further investigate how Columbia County extends its tourism online, and how the different pages offer different options for activities in the county that appeal to everyone.

Columbia County Tourism, "Contact Us." Accessed October 3, 2012.

http://www.columbiacountytourism.org/index.php/contact/.

· This website expressed how Columbia County was spreading information about their tourism through online pamphlets and signing up for more information, showing how the county was using the Internet to promote its tourism.

Friends of Clermont, "Friends of Clermont: Upcoming Events." Accessed October 4,

2012. http://www.friendsofclermont.org/.

· The “Friends of Clermont” website was used to look up all the upcoming events hosted at the Clermont State Historic Site, with seasonal events geared towards both children and adults alike.
Allison Neumann

Dr. Colonel Johnson

History 218 – 11

10 October 2012

Midterm Case Study: History of Recreation in the County


Columbia County is a very historical region in the Hudson River Valley.  The county began as the homeland of the Mohican Indians.  Henry Hudson traveled up the river in 1609 and encountered the Mohicans.  After Hudson, more Europeans started to travel to America, many settling on the land that is now Columbia County.  These settlers include a significant amount of Palatine Germans in 1711, sent by the British Queen, as indentured servants.  They settled near the riverfront, an area that is now called Germantown.  Later during this century, other towns came into existence in Columbia County such as Hillsdale, Austerlitz and Canaan.  Dutch and Scots expanded to what is now Taghkanic, Ancram, Kinderhook, Valatie, and Chatham.

At the start of the 1800s transportation in Columbia County (as well as throughout the Hudson River Valley) was made easier with the development of turnpikes and rail systems.  The turnpikes were able to link the small settlements to the river. Transportation had a direct affect on recreation in the area because locals as well as tourists could more easily travel to various locations within the county.  Some of the recreational activities in Columbia County’s early years include what is now the Chatham Fair.  In 1840, Hudson held the first fair, making it one of the oldest fairs in the country.  In 1852, the location was moved to Chatham, and the fair is still held over Labor Day Weekend to this day. (History of Columbia County (heritage guide))

The Clermont State Historic Site is one of Columbia County’s popular tourist sites.  Located in Germantown, Clermont is a beautiful estate, home to seven generations of the Livingston family between 1728 and 2000.  The original estate included 13,000 acres, and John Livingston Jr. built the house on this massive piece of land overlooking the Hudson.  The home has only recently been to the public for visitation.  The Friends of Clermont was established to assist New York State in preserving and maintaining this historic site and keeping it original looking for the past three hundred years.  Like a lot of the tourist sites in this area, Clermont, though very old, is a fairly new place to visit and explore. (friends of Clermont pamphlet)
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The Hudson Opera House is another attraction in Columbia County.  Located at 327 Warren St. and built in 1855, the Opera House is the oldest theater in New York State, and one of the oldest surviving theaters in America (heritage guide).  Originally Hudson’s first City Hall, the first floor of the building was also home to the Franklin Library, and the First National Bank of Hudson.  Without the proper upkeep it required the building was deteriorating.  When the Opera House was threatened with further decay and possible eventual demolition, local citizens banded together to save the building. In 1992, Hudson Opera House, Inc., was formed as a not-for-profit organization dedicated to restoring the building physically and to its current position as a cultural and civic center, offering many classes and programs to locals and visitors (http://hudsonoperahouse.org/history.html).  Just like today, the Opera House in 1877 was the “cultural and educational epicenter” for Hudson (heritage guide).

Warren Street in Hudson, NY is famous for its antiques.  Various antique shops line the street, separated by restaurants and art galleries.  One shop owner informed us that Warren Street has the “largest concentration of antique stores in the whole world”.  It was not always known for this, though.  In the 60s and 70s, prostitution and gambling were prominent features of Hudson.  It was also known for multiple cement plants [image: image14.jpg]el
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located in the area.  One shop owner described the “cement plant wars” that occurred during that time.  According to the woman, Hudson was trying to add another cement plant, but the citizens did not want the toxic waste that the plant would emit.  It was not a place in Columbia County [image: image15.png]


that many would want to visit, until the antique stores became a significant and key part of the town, now drawing antique-lovers from all over!

Today, there are many more activities attracting tourists from all over New York, and even the world.  Catamount Aerial Adventure offers a chance to see great views while zip lining.  The Balloon Bed & Breakfast offers the view from a different perspective: from inside a hot air balloon! It is a newly restored 1869 Victorian Cottage, sticking with Hudson’s antique theme.  (http://www.balloonbedandbreakfast.com)  There is nowhere else you need to go, because Columbia County has everything New York State has to show!

Work Cited

"Hudson Opera House :: History." Hudson Opera House :: History. N.p., n.d. Web. 09 


Oct. 2012. <http://hudsonoperahouse.org/history.html>.

· I used this source to get some background information on the Hudson Opera House and see how it was before it became the Opera House it is today.  I also used it for old pictures of Warren Street and the Opera House.

"Balloon Bed & Breakfast." Balloon Bed & Breakfast. N.p., 2003. Web. 09 Oct. 2012. 


<http://www.balloonbedandbreakfast.com/>.

· I used this source to find out about what the Bed and Breakfast is like and what they offer.

The Heritage Guide. Columbia County. New York:

· I used this brochure to research information for my essay regarding the history of Columbia County’s recreation.

Friends of Clermont. Germantown. NY:

· I used this brochure to learn more about the Clermont site and the Livingston family.
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Midterm- Case Study- Rec. Sites


Counties all over the world have many significances. This significance comes from historical changes, events, people and evolved culture. Columbia county offers many historic sites in the Hudson Valley, as well as fun recreational sites for families, and weekend getaways.  Some of the main attractions are The Hudson Opera House, The Clermont State Historic Site, Catamount Aerial Adventure Park, Warren Street, and The Balloon Bed and Breakfast. Full of the county's pride and established culture of antiques and events make these sites come alive.  Columbia County is a place that emphasizes and expresses culture, both old and new. There is nowhere else you need to go because Columbia County has everything great New York State has to show!
[image: image17.jpg]



Warren Street  is made up of a wonderful collection of stores, eateries, parks, and tourist attractions.  Visitors who come are mostly there on the weekends. Fifty percent  are from the city and fifty percent are from all over the world. Many festivities occur during the seasons. October especially host's a  chili fest, art walk, and chef and painting fest. These provide attractions for all ages. Greene community college located in Columbia County hosts a pumpkin walk. On Halloween, dj's  host parties and give out prizes for the best costume, and a little outdoor villa called Tortillaville has food for people to try. The most significant attribute about Warren Street is that so many cultures are being represented with many different things to try, see, and experience. Originally in the 1960's and 1970's, prostitution was common on Warren Street, leading to a cement plant war. The war was due to towns not wanting toxic waste that the plants would emit. Later came WWII to which many artifacts and antiques were left.  Warren street is known to be "the largest concentration of antique stores in the whole world" several of the stores include the, Hudson Valley Arts Center, 3 Forty Seven, and the largest of them all, Hudson Super Market.  




The Hudson Opera House was an important building in the center of Warren Street that was renovated. It hosts African and belly dance classes, Bryant park quartet, and Guyi Guyi: children's puppetry theatre.  Walking by the vibrant building, you can hear the loud beasts of the drum making you feel as though you want to be a part of it. The enthusiastic volunteers encouraging you to join the fun! The Opera House offers memorable exhibitions, concerts, readings, performances, workshops, and more. In addition to adults, for children there are many free classes and opportunities to immerse themselves in culture, through the many expressive activities The Opera House has to offer. 

Clermont is the area where the Livingston's had settled leaving fields, forests, and trails lining the Hudson River. The estate has been preserved for its visitors to enjoy some of the same views that enchanted earlier guests. It has five miles of marked trails to explore which were developed as farm roads and recreational trails for the enjoyment of the Livingston's and their guests. Clermont's historic and scenic trail guide insists "take nothing but memories, leave nothing but footprints."  Each trail provides different scenery and history that adds to the ambiance of the visitors' experience. 

Catamount Aerial Amusement Park offers many exciting recreational activities for tourists in Columbia County. For all learning types, no experience needed, and for children ages 7 and up, visitors can embark on ski slopes, zip lines, bridges, and obstacles.  Catamount offers over 50 zip lines, 12 separate courses and over 170 platforms, including a new "Green Rapids" zip line course. For easy accommodations there are multiple lodging locations and dining areas for guests ("Catamount Trees "). 

The Balloon Bed and Breakfast is a restored 1869 Victorian cottage with three guest rooms. All guests are welcome to experience the hot air balloon rides whether in their own or renting. A specialty ride offered is the Champagne Hot Air Balloon Ride.  Not only do you get to be a passenger but part of the team as you help inflate and pack up the balloon at the end of your flight. During the flight there is beautiful scenery of the countryside with farms, fields, forests and gorgeous landscapes to admire ("Balloon Bed and Breakfast "). 

There is nowhere else you need to go because Columbia County has everything great New York State has to show! Columbia County is a place that emphasizes and expresses culture, both old and new. The Hudson Opera House, The Clermont Historic Site, Catamount Aerial Adventure Park, Warren Street, and The Balloon Bed and Breakfast are full of the county's pride and established culture of antiques, and events.  The history and memorable family activities from these recreational sites will bring people back for more of the Hudson Valley. 
Work Cited

 "Catamount Aerial Adventure Park ." Catamount Trees . Outdoor Venture Group , n.d Web. 9 Oct 2012. 0<http://www.catamounttrees.com/adventure-park-pricing>.


I used this site to find out pricing, lodging and information about the options at Catamount for visitors to enjoy. 

"The Balloon Bed and Breakfast." The Balloon Bed and Breakfast . The Balloon Bed and Breakfast , 2003. Web. 9 Oct 2012. <http://www.balloonbedandbreakfast.com/>.


Using this site helped me learn more information about what The Balloon Bed and Breakfast offers to its guests. 

Clermont Nature Trails. For Hiking and Horseback Germantown. New York State: 


This pamphlet provided helpful information on the history and visiting sites in Clermont.

Hudson Opera House. Hudson. Ny: 


Going into The Opera House pamphlets were given out to encourage new comers to seek information and try new things.

http://tinyurl.com/9oqo9h8 - picture 

http://tinyurl.com/8dnu8ap - picture

Since each recreational site was expensive we were not able to attend these wonderful sites so pictures to show visitors were needed. 
Cailen Lent
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Mock Up of Highway Route Markers 

Oftentimes, the highway route signs are nothing more than black and white numbers indicating where you are in terms of the trip you are taking. These signs do not provide any sort of enthusiasm, and most importantly, they do not provide any sort of indication of the exciting places you will encounter while on your trip. These highway route markers were in need of a serious makeover, and given the opportunity to interpret them in a way in which engages tourists, these signs were recreated in order to do so. No longer will these signs be unpleasant- looking emblems on the side of the road, they will now be creative and exciting indicators that will leave visitors with a feeling of eagerness as they reach their destination.

On our way to Columbia County, one of the major routes we took was route 9G to get to Germantown. Only because it was my job to seek out the signs along the highway, I noticed this one; otherwise I would have probably not even paid any attention to it. This sign had no effect on me; it did not enhance my enthusiasm in the least bit. The recreation of this sign is the “9 G’s of Germantown,” in which a visitor can see the many attributes of this wonderful town as they reach closer to the destination. The “9 G’s of Germantown” simply lists adjectives and phrases used to describe my experience in the quaint little town. The objective of this sign is for potential visitors to see my experiences and thoughts about this destination, and to have this become some sort of incentive or encouragement to have them visit and experience the same fond occasions I had there as well. 

Another sign that needed to be tweaked was the Junction 14 sign on our way to Hudson, New York. The same issues with the previously mentioned highway sign were the same for this one. Junction 14 had no exciting qualities, and on our trip, it seemed a little confusing to follow at one point. The recreation of this sign is a helpful guide to those traveling. The sign reads “A helpful sign just for Columbia County tourists,” in which “just,” “Columbia,” and “tourists” are acronyms for the abbreviation of Junction (JCT). Below that, the sign assures the tourists to continue on Junction 14 to reach Warren Street. The distinguished color difference is evident in the “JCT” and 14, to indicate the actual name of the sign and what to follow, whereas the other words are written in black, also to add dimension to “JCT 14.” 

Finally, the highway sign indicating Route 23 did not contain any sort of demonstration displaying one of the major attractions along that route. Catamount Aerial Adventure Park deserves every right to be displayed! Tourists driving through the Columbia County area unaware of the zip lining opportunity on Route 23 could have driven right past it! The inspiration behind this sign was to draw tourists to Catamount Aerial Adventure Park. Using a picture of someone zip lining across the “2” and “3” of Route 23 was a symbolic representation of what lays ahead (catamounttrees.com). The silly “Hang on almost there” phrase is a play-on-words aiming to both entertain and anticipate tourists who will experience the exciting Catamount Aerial Adventure Park!

Cailen Lent







     October 7, 2012

Colonel Johnson 
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Mock Up of Interpretive Signs at Columbia County’s Key Recreational Sites

“There’s no second chance to make a first impression!” While creating the interpretive signs for Columbia County, this cliché echoed in my mind. Throughout the course of creating these signs, it was important to me to ensure that they all were not only fun and engaging at first glance, but that they each also tell a story about the exciting places that Columbia County has to offer, leaving an influential impression on the potential visitor of Columbia County.

For The Hudson Opera House sign, incorporating various photographs that highlighted our experience was an important message to display to possible tourists. These particular photographs reflected our positive experience at this recreational site, and hopefully those interested in visiting the site will view these as an incentive to visit The Hudson Opera House. Using an artsy font was also something that was considered while creating this sign. This reason was to reflect The Hudson Opera House’s purpose, displaying and expressing the arts of various cultures (hudsonoperahouse.org). 

The Warren Street sign emphasizes the incredible diversity those experience while walking along the five blocks of the street. Warren Street is famous for its many displays of history throughout the years via the arts, so it was important to incorporate items and text that display the County’s passion for the people. The photographs of the antiques each have their own unique story that could hopefully interest tourists to learn more about the past by visiting over seventy antique shops at Warren Street (hudsonantiques.net). The photograph of The Columbia County Council of the Arts is displayed as one of the many galleries in Columbia County that showcases the works and projects of local artists and art organizations. The photograph of the community board is just to display how active Columbia County is! The events range from theater productions to band performances to seasonal activities, truly something for everyone.

The Clermont State Historic Site sign aims to capture the essence of the Livingston Estate. Photographs of the historic, beautiful landmark portray the many opportunities visitors can take advantage of while visiting the site (nysparks.com). The font used was chosen because it is a fancier, more formal font, which was more fitting for a site such as this one. 

The Balloon Bed and Breakfast sign takes on a much different approach. This sign’s essence is more fun, more adventurous, and more eccentric than some of the previous signs. For an activity such as soaring in a hot air balloon, the strategy in making this sign attempts to capture the exhilaration and excitement found in an experience such as this one. The colors are bright and capture the eye’s attention, just as hot air balloons do. The font is a fun and quirky style, aiming to encapsulate the entire experience (balloonbedandbreakfast.com).
The Catamount Aerial Adventure Park sign was designed with adventure and fun in mind. The photographs were taken from catamounttrees.com of visitors’ experiences at the park. Not only do these photographs show the thrill of the various activities, but the opportunities awaiting the visitors who are up to the challenge of zip lining!




Works Cited
"Balloon Bed & Breakfast." Balloon Bed & Breakfast. N.p., n.d. Web. 09 Oct. 2012. 

<http://balloonbedandbreakfast.com/>.

•
I used this website in order to learn more about what the Balloon Bed and Breakfast has to offer its visitors. The hot air balloon rides vary based on peoples’ interests, but regardless they all sound very exciting! I was hoping to capture the thrill and excitement of an experience such as this one in my signs.

"Catamount Adventure Park." Catamount Aerial Adventure Park. N.p., n.d. Web. 09 Oct. 2012. 

<http://www.catamounttrees.com/>.

•
I used this website to learn about the various adventure courses at Catamount Aerial Adventure Park. I learned that there are several obstacle adventures, all of which vary in skill and content. I used this information in my signs to attract people to this site, and to attempt to make sure that they were not hesitant or afraid!

"Clermont State Historic Site ." Clermont State Historic Site Special Events. New York State 

Office of Parks, Recreation & Historic Preservation, n.d. Web. 09 Oct. 2012. <http://nysparks.com/historic-sites/16/special-events.aspx>.

•
I used this website to obtain more information about the various activities that the Clermont State Historic Site puts on for its visitors throughout the year. I learned that they vary by season and by occasion, and in many instances, occur on the beautiful landscape of the Livingston home. I attempted to make the topic of the events clear so potential visitors understand that the Clermont State Historic Site has more to offer than just a history-based tour.

"October- December 2012 Events." Hudson Opera House :: Event Calendar. N.p., n.d. Web. 09 

Oct. 2012. <http://www.hudsonoperahouse.org/calendar.html>.

•
I used this website to find out more about the various events that the Hudson Opera House holds. I had so much fun there, so it was necessary to see what other incredible activities were going to be held during the winter. The activities range from dancing, to workshops, to storytelling and more! All of the activities are based primarily on the history and culture of various groups of people, so it was important to ensure that the major significance of the Hudson Opera House was incorporated into my sign.

"Columbia County, New York." Columbia County, New York. Wikimedia Foundation, 10 July 

2012. Web. 10 Oct. 2012.<http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Columbia_County,_New_York>.

•
I used this site to use the photograph of the outline of New York to create our County logo. We also used a clip art heart to show where Columbia County is in New York, and to show our love for it!

"PHOTO ALBUM." PHOTO ALBUM. The Balloon Bed and Breakfast, n.d. Web. 09 

Oct. 2012. <http://balloonbedandbreakfast.com/bnb_photos.htm>.

•
I used this section of the website in order to obtain some photographs of the Bed and Breakfast to place on my sign for potential visitors to see. I was also glad to find the picture of the Balloon Bed and Breakfast’s sign. Both of these photographs leave the visitor with a personal touch of the site, hopefully anticipating their future stay!

"Photo Gallery." Catamount Aerial Adventure Park. N.p., n.d. Web. 09 Oct. 2012. 

<http://www.catamounttrees.com/category/image-galleries/photo-gallery>.

•
I used this section of the website to find some pictures of visitors participating in the various adventure challenges at the park. These photographs give potential visitors an idea of the types of activities there, as well as an idea of how much fun they will have!

"Shop Hudson: Warren St. Antiques." Shop Hudson: Warren St. Antiques. N.p., n.d. 

Web. 09 Oct. 2012. <http://www.hudsonantiques.net/shop/warren-st-antiques/>.

•
I didn’t really use this site to find any particular information, but to see what Warren Street was like before we had visited. I was amazed that over seventy antique shops filled the blocks that make up Warren Street. It was also interesting to get a “sneak peak” of the various antiques that we would come across while visiting many of the shops. It was important to emphasize the influence that history has on Warren Street into my sign. I hoped to capture the essence of history through the arts via personal photographs and personal experience.  

Cailen Lent, Chelsea Cozzolino, Jamie Albers, Allison Neumann

Dr. Colonel Johnson

History 218 – 111

10 December 2012
Final Synthesis Essay

For the final project, we created lesson plans to apply an educational perspective at each recreational site.  The first lesson plan dealt with the Clermont State Historic Site.  At this location, the class of 4th grade students would participate in an interactive history and art lesson.  The students would first take a tour of the Livingston estate to gain a background understanding about society and themes of the 18th and 19th centuries in the Hudson River Valley.  They will then take a nature walk on the trails on the grounds of the estate, and reflect their learning by drawing their interpretation of a natural landscape during the Revolutionary War era.  The second lesson is a science project at the Balloon Bed and Breakfast location in Hudson, NY for a 5th grade class.  Since the students cannot actually participate in a hot air balloon trip, they will learn how hot air balloons work and will be able to construct their own miniature hot air balloons.  The purpose of this lesson will be for students to learn about the mechanics that go into making hot air balloons, and being able to apply this knowledge to create something of their own.  The third lesson will be a scavenger hunt on Warren Street, looking for its many antiques and valuable pieces of art.  Groups of 3 or 4 fourth grade students will utilize their cell phones to take pictures of themselves with specific pieces of art or antiques.  The students will be given informational packets with hints as to where their goals are.  This lesson will help the students learn about art and society in the Hudson River Valley during different eras, while still ensuring that they have an enjoyable field trip to Warren Street.  For the fourth lesson, the students will visit the Hudson Opera House.  There, the 2nd grade students will participate in an activity entitled “The ABC’s of Nature with Fran Martino,” where they will explore different themes of the Hudson River Valley through various activities, such as science experiments, skits, and art projects.  The lesson will conclude with students writing a summary of what they have learned, reinforcing their new knowledge.  The Catamount Aerial Adventure Park is the location for the final lesson.  While there, the 5th grade students will be able to participate in age-appropriate zip line and obstacle course activities.  After the fun, the students will connect their recent experience with mathematical properties.  They will work on math packets dealing with lines, angles, and measurements – just like the ones that exist in the zip line courses.  This activity will allow the students to apply real life facts with an academic subject.  Overall, these activities at various recreation sites in Columbia County are both fun and educational.  It gives students a chance to get out of the classroom and be interactive, while still ensuring that they are learning.  Columbia County is an area rich in both recreational sites and educational activities for all.
For the final case study, we were able to use Google Earth to find each of our key recreational sites on the globe. Once we zoomed in to street level, we placed a virtual “pin” on each location. We were able to take a picture of these and put them into our PowerPoint. We also added pictures of the highway markers to some of the pages so tourists could reference the signs and know what to look for when traveling to these various places. We also created a fictional App (Application) for iPhones and iPod touches where users can view these Google Earth pages and pins. They will have access to turn-by-turn GPS directions to and from any of the locations, and location websites and info. It will provide local restaurants and places to spend the night that are near the sites. This App will help tourists navigate all of Columbia County’s hot spots.
Visitors can enjoy the many recreational sites of Columbia County by using the helpful guidebook and itinerary we have set up. The guidebook emphasizes and highlights each place with history and information of events and activities that are intriguing to families and kids including extra attractions that are in the surrounding area that visitors may enjoy during their stay. Following the itinerary will help tourists reach each destination and have a local place to eat and stay for the night. On the first day visitors will drive from New York city as listed in the itinerary and reach Warren Street. There they will immerse themselves in the many cultures that Warren Street provides with their antique stores. For lunch there is an outdoor  market that features Mexican food called, TortillaVille. Eating outside on the street can give the feel of being on the streets of the city while enjoying the country scenery. After lunch visitors can enjoy the Hudson Opera House which is located on Warren Street. Each month they have an activity calendar that can intrigue tourists to enjoy any type of activity that suits them.  After a full day of activities families can relax in a nearby Italian restaurant Vico. Pricing is inexpensive and highly rated whether it's for a romantic dinner or a family dinner with the kids.  Located on the same street is 26 Warren Bed and Breakfast. Included are their pricing, and policies. The second day tourists will visit is the Clermont Historic Site. Inside is the history as well as the multiple trails and tours tourists can visit. For dinner the American Glory BBQ located back on Warren Street is weekly events and live entertainment with a relaxed environment. Day 3 is filled with excitement at Catamount Aerial Adventure Park with 12 courses, over 170 platforms, and 50 zip lines. Different difficulty levels are available for certain ages. Later, dinner is available at the tavern on site and lodging is available at 7 Willows Bed and Breakfast. For the last day after breakfast at 7 Willows, directions are listed for visitors to get to Balloon Bed and Breakfast to have exciting rides on the hot air balloons fit for the whole family. Scenery of the countryside, farms, fields, forests and landscape to admire. Dinner can be enjoyed with a cozy night in and a warm country themed breakfast in the morning before heading back home. Our goal is for the visitors of Columbia County to be filled with entertainment, fun, and memories that will last a lifetime, making them want to come back again. 

Exhibit Panels were created for each recreational site in order to both welcome and inform visitors. These signs reflect the many wonderful attributes that each site features. The Hudson Opera House Panel encourages visitors to step inside and immerse themselves in culture. This panel incorporates a personal photograph, which showcases the wonderful time we had there. We have also included a photograph of The Hudson Opera House’s Event Calendar, which includes information about the many memorable activities and events that this site offers to its visitors. Hypothetically, this panel would be updated seasonally, showcasing each of the events as they occur. The Balloon Bed and Breakfast Panel aims to excite visitors for the adventure that they are about to embark on! We aimed for this panel to encourage guests to create valuable memories by visiting one of the most exciting places in Columbia County! This panel provides information about both the hot air balloon rides, as well as information about the Balloon Bed and Breakfast Cottage. The Clermont State Historic Site Panel was created to invite families inside the home of another family, the Livingstons. We have incorporated photographs of the site’s beautiful landscape, as well as information of what visitors can experience while they are there. The Warren Street Panel aims to portray the many incredible attributes of Warren Street. This panel aims for visitors to experience each of the attractions featured on the sign: antique shops, art galleries, restaurants, and multi-arts centers. We have incorporated personal photographs of our favorite site in Columbia County so visitors will see how much we enjoyed it and would hopefully want to visit! The Catamount Aerial Adventure Park Panel aims to excite visitors for the adventure that awaits! This panel incorporates photographs of others who have experienced the many features of this site, including zip lining and other outdoor courses. This panel also provides information about the various outdoor activities throughout the park. 
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•
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