SYNTHESIS OF ROCKLAND COUNTY:
As you begin to look at your surroundings, I really want you to take in what you have discovered. Fresh air, sunlight, buildings, water; whatever it might be. This is what makes up your home. We never really stop to look at the wonderful things that are in front of our eyes and imagine the history as to how it all got there. With every community, there is some sort of unique history that lies behind it. An interesting story as to how everything came about. No matter the size of your town, there are interesting and inviting features that make the environment so unique. Rockland County happens to be one of these exclusive and exceptional communities. It is filled with remarkable history, historical sites, and interesting people. If you were to visit Rockland County today, you would still have a glimpse of its past through the many museums and preservation of what once stood in 1609. Rockland County is the smallest county in New York, consisting of only 176 square miles. But don’t underestimate this county by its small size. The county is rich in history and happens to be particularly appealing to any visitor that steps on its land. The highway route markers we have created will lead historians and tourists to historic Rockland County sites with ease. The five sites that will have mock up highway route markers are; The DeWint House, The Jacob Blauvelt House, Stony Point Battlefield, Rockland County Courthouse, and Camp Shanks. Each highway route marker will be unique to the historical site it leads to. The historic sites that are in Rockland County are open to the public today. Some of these sites are the Dewint House, the Jacob Blauvelt house, the Rockland County Courthouse, the Stony Point Battlefield, and Camp Shanks. The Stony Point Battle point is where attacks occurred against a British fort by the American Light Infantry during the middle of the night in 1779.  The DeWint House is the oldest surviving structure in Rockland County, New York, it serves as an excellent example of Colonial Dutch architecture in the Hudson Valley. Farmer Jacob Blauvelt constructed a home made with brick and sandstone in 1832. His great grandfather had purchased this land in 1741 and it was passed down two generations. Today The Rockland County Courthouse represents the developing role of the American civil and judicial system at the local level, especially during the second half of the twentieth century. From June 1943 to July 1946, Camp Shanks was used as a large embarkment point for about 1.3 million soldiers during WWII, 75% of which who were involved in the invasion of Normandy. It is comprised of 2,040 acres in Orangetown and was nicknamed ?Last-Stop, USA.? These are just a few of the many sites that are open for remembrance today. Each of these sites contains stories that helped leave a mark on the county for years and years to come. The demographics of Rockland County continue this interesting route of the community. The population of Rockland County has been one of change.  In 1860 there were only 549 freed blacks but in 2010 blacks make up 11.9% of the population.  One reason for the population growth in this area is the economic boom that came with the industrial revolution.  The opening of jobs and the creation of more urban centers with permanent jobs helped the population to grow.  Ultimately, Rockland County is of historical significance dating all the way back to when Henry Hudson first discovered the area in 1609. Today it is remembered for battles throughout the American Revolution. Rockland County continues to be a wonderful, cultural, and historic attraction as well as a great community.
Demographics

By: Dorian Misitano

The population of Rockland County has been one of change.  In 1860 there were only 549 freed blacks but in 2010 blacks make up 11.9% of the population.  One reason for the population growth in this area is the economic boom that came with the industrial revolution.  The opening of jobs and the creation of more urban centers with permanent jobs helped the population to grow.  It is interesting to see how the census was broken up in 1860 in comparison to now.  In the 1860s’ census, they were interested in age, whether you were white or not, if you were born in America, and what type of job you have.  In the 2010 census, they are still interested in race but much more specifically than in the past.  There are more racial divides.  The 2010 census is also interested in levels of education as well as a series of business information about who owns what.  In the 1860 census, the way that occupations are looked at, it is not broken down by the county, but rather the number of people in the state to have each occupation.  So instead of counting the number of cobblers in the county, the census looked at the number in the state.  This may be because of how many people were living in the state compared to the area.  If each large city had maybe 2 cobblers, and there were only a handful of large cities, it would very time consuming to list every cobbler in every city.   The spectrum of occupations that the 1860 census has is quite impressive.  It has everything from brewers to joiners and lawyers to wood dealers.  It is possible that the 2010 census does include a place for citizens to put their occupation but in the overview section, they do not have such an extensive list.  The population density for the area is 1,795.9 persons per square mile.  In comparison to New York State, which has 411.2 persons per square mile, Rockland County has a good sized population.  In 1860, the population density was a lot less because there were fewer people living in the area, living in the United States and alive overall.  Granted there were quite a few people living in the cities but not nearly as many as there are today.  Back in 1860, the way the population was by age was shaped like a bell.  Few people were very young and very old while the majority of people were between twenty and fifty.  This is due in part to the living conditions and the life expectancy of people.  Life was harder then and survival was a constant battle, especially in the rural areas.  Although the majority of people now are still in the middle of the bell curve, the life expectancy is much higher than it was in the past.  This is due to the advancement in medicine as well as other technologies.  We are living in safer houses that are built to keep us warm in the winter and cool in the summer without much physical work involved.  We have ways of keeping food fresh and also have easy access to the freshest ingredients with the most nutritional value.  All of these things add up to a longer life expectancy which influences the census statistics about how old everyone is because people are living longer.  

http://quickfacts.census.gov/qfd/states/36/36087.html

History

By: Nicole Scicolone

Rockland County is the smallest county in New York, consisting of only 176 square miles. But don’t underestimate this county by its small size. The county is rich in history and happens to be particularly appealing to any visitor that steps on its land. Being the smallest county outside of the five boroughs of New York City, Rockland is surrounded by the Hudson River on the east side, New Jersey on the south, and Ramapo Mountains on the north and west. Its name is derived from “rocky land,” which had been certainly obvious in its first discovery. The history of this county goes back to about 10,000 years. With all of this history to grasp, it is certainly interesting to any new comer. First settlers in Rockland were believed to be Indians of the Delaware or Lenni Lenape tribe. The famous Henry Hudson is credited to be the first explorer to discover the land of Rockland County. The Dutch had made numerous attempts to settle in Rockland but had failed these endeavors. Eventually, they had handed over this territory to the English. They did not leave empty handed, they had left a legacy by placing names on sandstone houses. In the beginning of the 18th century, there had been a vast amount of clear land as well as homes and saw mills being built. It was difficult to travel with a lack of roads; therefore the river had been put into good use. In 1691, the first courthouse was built in Tappan followed by the second courthouse in 1773. It became difficult to attend the Tappan Courthouse due to the Ramapo Mountains, which had grown to be a blockade. During the American Revolutionary War, many armies had passed through Rockland along with supplies that were pertinent for fighting. Rockland had also encountered battles in the county. The first was the capture by the British of Fort Clinton at Bear Mountain in October 1777.  The second has been an attack by General "Mad Anthony" Wayne’s army on the British fort at Stony Point in July 1779. Smaller battles by the British had taken place as well; only to be defeated by the county’s mercenaries. Both Benedict Arnold and Mayor John Andre had attempted to create fortifications at West Point. John Andre did not get away easily, for he was captured and hung soon after. After many years of war, Rockland County had not been the same. They had to restore many homes and farms to refurbish the damage that was left by the British. Finally in 1793, residents of different towns had come up with the decision to separate and create different counties named Orange and Ulster County. On February 23, 1798 Rockland had its greatest occurrence of officially became a county. 

http://www.co.rockland.ny.us/corner/history.htm
Interpretative Signs for Sites
By: Kayla Villante
The Stony Point Battle Point is where attacks occurred against a British fort by the American Light Infantry during the middle of the night in 1779. Built in 1826 the Stony Point Lighthouse is the oldest lighthouse on the Hudson River. De-commissioned in 1925, it is now a historical reminder of the importance of lighthouses to commerce on the Hudson River. The entire site features a museum, which hosts exhibits on the battle and the Stony Point Lighthouse. Visitors can also engage in interpretive programs such as reenactments, which highlight 18th century military life, cannon and musket firings, cooking demonstrations, children's activities and blacksmith demonstrations.
The DeWint house, owned by Patriot, Johannes was built in 1700, during the Revolution. Commander in Chief George Washington was a guest in the south parlor of this home on several different occasions. In 1780 he stayed when he signed the death warrant of British Mayor John Andre who was involved with Benedict Arnold in the plot to surrender West point to the enemy. In 1783, Washington stayed while entertaining British General Sir Guy Carelton to discuss the defeated army’s evacuation of NYC. Washington stayed here again in 1783 while caught in a snowstorm on a visit to West Point. The house was sold during the Great Depression to the Masons. Realizing the historic importance of the house and surrounding property the Masons have maintained the buildings and grounds as a National Historic Site and memorial to General Washington. Today in an adjacent 19th century carriage house you can view artifacts uncovered at this site as well as items related to Washington, Andre, and Arnold. It is the oldest surviving structure in Rockland County, New York, serving as an example of Colonial Dutch architecture in the Hudson River Valley.
 
Farmer Jacob Blauvelt constructed the Jacob Blauvelt house with brick and sandstone in 1832. His great grand-father purchased the land in 1741 and it was passed down two generations. After the house was built, Blauvelt’s descendants lived in the house until 1970 when it was sold to the Historical Society of Rockland County. Because the size of this home and the property is bigger than most homes built during the Colonial period, the Blauvelt’s were able to produce more milk, butter, eggs, rye and corn than they needed. The extra produce they had was sold for profit. The well-made furniture and other luxuries you will notice in the house were purchased with this extra money. Today, tourists an visit the history center and museum to learn about Dutch heritage.
 
The Rockland County Courthouse in New City was built in 1928, and today represents the Art Deco architecture style, original to the style of the mid-20’s. It is surrounded by memorials open to the public for viewing. There you can see the WWI Memorial, the Rockland County Service Memorial, the Korean and Vietnam Memorial, the Man of Light sculpture and the WWII. Memorial.  Both World War memorials list names of residents of the city who lost their lives. Today The Rockland County Courthouse represents the developing role of the American civil and judicial system at the local level, especially during the second half of the twentieth century. 
 
Camp Shanks was used from June 1943 to July 1946,  as a large embankment point for about 1.3 million soldiers during WWII, 75% of which who were involved in the invasion of Normandy. It is comprised of 2,040 acres in Orangetown and was nicknamed “Last-Stop, USA.” Troops would wait here before heading overseas through the ports of New York. The Italians and Germans used it after the war as a staging area until it was closed down and sold. Today you can visit the Camp Shanks WWII Museum, which contains exhibits focusing on military life at the Camp during WWII as well as re-created barracks.
 
RESOURCES
 http://nysparks.com/historic-sites/8/details.aspx
-This site was used to retrieve information regarding the history of the stonypoint battle point and lighthouse as well as current amenities and contact information.

http://www2.lhric.org/spbattle/spbattle.htm
-This site was used to retrieve information regarding the history of the stonypoint battle point and current information on the site.

http://rootsweb.ancestry.com/~nyrockla/history.htm
http://dmna.ny.gov/forts/fortsQ S/ shanksCamp.htm
http://www.iloveny.com/What-To-Do/See-And-Do/Camp-Shanks-WW-II-Museum/1529.aspx/
http://www.hudsonrivervalley.com/Details.aspx?sid=174f3451-564f-4ed7-90e4-e839453108d9
-       This site was used to retrieve information about the Jacob Blauvelt House
http://www.rocklandhistory.org/
-       This site was used to retrieve information about many of the locations of the sites as well as their history and contact information.

http://www.livingplaces.com/NY/Rockland_County/Clarkstown_Town/Rockland_County_Courthouse.html
-       This site was used to retrieve information about the Rockland County Courthouse

http://www.hvmag.com/Hudson-Valley-Magazine/September-2010/Remembering-Camp-Shanks/
-       This site was used to retrieve information about the history of Camp Shanks.

http://www.co.rockland.ny.us/Arts/museum.html
· This website gave us information on the museum visitor information for Camp Shanks
Highway Markers
By: Pat Cohen 

The highway route markers we have created will lead historians and tourists to historic Rockland County sites with ease. The five sites that will have mock up highway route markers are; The DeWint House, The Jacob Blauvelt House, Stony Point Battlefield, Rockland County Courthouse, and Camp Shanks. Each highway route marker will be unique to the historical site it leads to. 


Each highway route marker will have constant aspects such as size, text, and color. Each sign will be one foot wide by two feet high. This size is big enough to be seen while driving past as well as not too big to distract drivers. The highway route markers will be posted along county highways as well as state highways. 

Ariel Black will be the font used for each sign due to it being bold and easily read from distance as well as in passing. The text will be written in white on a brown background because white stands out on brown. 

The main color will be brown because most historical sites across the country use this format. The highway route markers will be easily recognized by out of county and out of state tourists and historians. 

The format for each highway route marker will be the same, but each will display different information. The DeWint House highway route marker will first display the name of the site: The DeWint House. Next will be a clip art picture that will illustrate what is at the historic site. In this case, a picture of a mansion will be on the highway route marker for The DeWint House. Under the graphic on the sign will be the name of the city in which the site is, Tapan. Lastly, underneath the name of the city will be the distance the sign is from the historic site. 

The Jacob Blauvelt House’s highway route marker will be most similar to The DeWint House highway route marker. At the top of the highway route marker will be the name of the historic site, The Jacob Blauvelt House. This marker will share the same illustration as The DeWint House because they are both historical estates. Under the artwork will be New City, the city in which it is located. Again, under the name of the city will be the distance the site is located from the sign.

The next highway route marker is Camp Shanks. Camp shanks sign will include: its name, Camp Shanks; a simple illustration of a Military Fort; Orangtown, the city name where Camp Shanks is located; and the distance the sign is away from the site. 

The last two sites that we will be creating highway route markers for are Stony Point Battlefield and The Rockland County Courthouse. The Stony Point Battlefield’s highway marker will include: its name, Stony Point Battlefield, a simple illustration of a two guns crossed, the city it is located in, Stony Point, as well as the distance away the site is. The Rockland County Courthouse’s highway route marker will include: its name, Rockland County Courthouse; an illustration of a courthouse; New City, the city it is located in; and the distance the sign is from the historic site.

Site Summary

By: Kristina Ippolito

Rockland County has much more to it that meets the eye. Spite its beautiful scenic landscapes and small towns and villages, there is actually quite of bit of history there. Also, located in this in this county are several historic sites that are open to the public today. Some of these sites are the Dewint House, the Jacob Blauvelt house, the Rockland County Courthouse, the Stony Point Battlefield, and Camp Shanks. 

The DeWint house, located in Tappan, NY, was George Washington’s temporary Headquarters during the Revolutionary War on 4 separate instances. He visited in August of 1780, September/October 1780, May of 1783, and November 1783. His first stay occurred when Antjje DeWint’s (the owner of the house) son-in-law, Frederickus Blauvelt, invited him to stay with his family.  His second visit occurred when Washington returned for the trial of a British spy named Major John Andre.  When contemplating the final withdrawal of British troops 3 years later, he dormed at the DeWint house once again, accompanied by his fundamental staff.  Lastly, on his travels from West Point to NYC, he stopped at the DeWint house once again due to a snowstorm. With the war having been over, this was a much more recreational stay for Washington.  The house was eventually sold to Rem Remsen, after the DeWint family owned the house from 1746-1795. When a man of the New York Masons named Chalres H. Johnson heard that the house would possibly be torn down, he purchased the property and declared it a historic site. Today it stands the same as it did since 1932 and is open to the public.

  Next I will describe the Jacob Blauvelt house, a brick house built by Jacob Blauvelt on his family’s farm. This house is relevant because it is a symbol of the Blauvelt’s Dutch heritage. He inherited this house and 148 acres of the farm from his father, Johannes J. Blauvelt. Jacob’s family was the first of 7 generations of Blauvelt’s to live on the farm. It extended all the way to the Hackensack River. This house was used as an officer’s club during World War II. Blauvelt’s descendants lived in the house until 1970, when it was made a Historical site by Rockland County.  The house has been restored to represent how Jacob lived. The kitchen is redone to demonstrate open-hearth cooking , and the barn consists of farm tools, sleighs, and a complete blacksmith shop.

 Driving through Main Street, New City, you will find the Rockland County Courthouse, the third structure to be built at this site in 1798. The original place was in Tappan, back when Rockland was considered Orange County “South or the Mountains” in 1691. In 1773, a fire occurred, destroying the courthouse. In 1774, the land in New City was purchased. Because the structure wasn’t completed until 1784 due to the Revolution, the courthouse was provisionally tossed from place to place. An example of a temporary setting is Coe’s Tavern, another one of the county’s historic sites.  The courthouse was rededicated on September 17th, 1987, in celebration of the 200th anniversary of the signing of the U.S Constitution. 

In Stony Point, New York, you can find the site of one of the last battles of the Revolutionary War (in the northeastern colonies). It is where the Continental Light Infantry, led by Brigadier General Anthony Wayne, attacked the British, putting an end to Stony Point’s fortifications.  Here is also where Henry Clinton, the Commander-In-Chief of the British forces attempted to intimidate George Washington into control of the Hudson River. 

  
The site includes a museum to provide information on the battle. It also includes reenactments of military life and cannon firings. It also features the historic Stony Point Lighthouse. It was built in 1826 and is used to symbolize the importance of lighthouses to commerce on the Hudson River. 


The last site that I am going to touch upon today is the historic site of Camp Shanks. This area located in Tappan, New York, was used in World War II as a place for embarkation and debarkation. Over 1.3 million soldiers were processed through this staging area. Also, prisoners of war from Italy and Germany were contained there. It earned its nickname of “Last Stop U.S.A”. The museum today exhibits focus on military life in Camp Shanks during World War II. It shows re-created barracks, artifacts, photos, and a wall of honor. All that remains today is the museum and monument.


These are just a few of the many sites that are open for remembrance today.  Each of these sites contains stories that helped leave a mark on the county for years and years to come.

WORKS CITED

"Jacob Blauvelt House Marker." The Historical Marker Database. Web. 24 Feb. 2012. <http://www.hmdb.org/Marker.asp?Marker=21380>.

"Second Page of Historic Sites." County of Rockland, New York. Web. 24 Feb. 2012. <http://www.co.rockland.ny.us/planning/historic/historic2.htm>.

"Historical Blauvelt Homes and Places." Association of Blauvelt Descendants. Web. 24 Feb. 2012. <http://blauvelt.org/haunts.html>.

"Historical Sites and Landmarks in Rockland Co. NY." Rockland Co. NY Historical Sites and Landmarks. Web. 24 Feb. 2012. <http://www.rootsweb.ancestry.com/~nyrockla/history.htm>.

" ." Stony Point Battlefield State Historic Site. Web. 24 Feb. 2012. <http://nysparks.com/historic-sites/8/details.aspx>.

"Stony Point Battlefield State Historic Site Marker." The Historical Marker Database. Web. 24 Feb. 2012. <http://www.hmdb.org/marker.asp?marker=11708>.

"Historical Sites and Landmarks in Rockland Co. NY." Rockland Co. NY Historical Sites and Landmarks. Web. 24 Feb. 2012. <http://www.rootsweb.ancestry.com/~nyrockla/history.htm>.

"Museums." County of Rockland, New York. Web. 24 Feb. 2012. http://www.co.rockland.ny.us/Arts/museum.html.

"Camp Shanks." Don Bennett's War. Web. 24 Feb. 2012. <http://don.genemcguire.com/CampShanks.htm>.

"Jacob Blauvelt House." Web. 24 Feb. 2012. <http://www.hudsonrivervalley.com/Details.aspx?sid=174f3451-564f-4ed7-90e4-e839453108d9>.
