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Westchester County

 
Westchester County takes pride in its rich history, industrial growth, and continuous population growth. 


The Algonquian Indians controlled the original land of Westchester County.  It wasn’t long for the Dutch settlers to come in with the support of the Dutch West India Company.  However, English settlers also wanted the land with a great location and an abundance of resources. The English would get the Dutch to surrender the land, but they found an issue with the Algonquians, who thought they controlled the land since they lived their first. War broke out between the Indians and settlers.  Between fatalities from diseases and battle the Indians were forced to sign a peace treat on August 30, 1645.


Parts of land became established known as freehold manors. The manors established in Westchester became Pelham, Fordham, Cortlandt, Scarsdale, Philipsburgh, and Morrisania. Owners of the manor had to build mills, provide livestock for farms, mechanics, and blacksmiths.  Westchester County became the richest and most populated county in New York in 1775. It was also during this time that men of Westchester captured the British spy, Major John Andre, and ultimately saving West Point.  In the 1800s Westchester went through a industrial transformation.


By 1800 the first commercial toll road, the Westchester Turnpike was contracted. This road ran through Pelham and New Rochelle. Many European immigrants came to Westchester to build railroads, and work in factories. Trains came to Westchester Country in the 1840’s and made their mark right away. Almost immediately, the shift went from subsistence farming to dairying. Dairying became instantaneously popular because now milk could be delivered every day. The dairy industry was booming thanks to these new modes of travel.  Westchester County had individual industrial success, which added to the overall success of the County.


The Underhill brothers had both great individual successes. William developed a brickyard.  At the time brick was a popular commodity, so in return William’s business benefitted. Richard opened the Croton Point Wine winery.  His wine had a good reputation and he even developed his own grape that made great wine. His enormous success in the industry can be attributed to his fertile land.


Tuckahoe marble was another industrial success in Westchester County.  The popularity of marble in this time period can be attributed to the destruction of many buildings. Marble was needed to rebuild many of the buildings (some include Brooklyn Borough Hall and Washington Memorial Arch). The Greek Revival style that marble afforded was very popular at the time.


The population grew along with the industry. In 1860 the county was home to 99,497 citizens. In 2010 the county now homed 949,113 people.  Jobs went from blacksmiths, farmers, and farmer labors to manufacturing, retail trade, finance, and entertainment.  It is predicted that these numbers will continue to increase.

Today Westchester County offers a variety of sites for visitors.  The Muscoot Farm shows the progress the area has made from once being a farming area to booming as an industrial area. At the Jay Heritage Center and Kykuit Rockefeller Estate visitors get to see how the other half lived by focusing on the historical and rich population the county once homed. The Van Cortland also offers this luxury, but brings visitors to the past by offering tours and opportunities to participate in chores and crafts of the time period.

Westchester County is a place of its own.  All are welcomed to come and experience a New York County that is rich in history and for the people.

Alyssa Acquaviva

History of Westchester County


Westchester County was founded during the voyage of Verrazano in 1524 and the voyage of Hudson in 1609. Although Verrazano and Hudson were on an exploration to find a water route to Asia, they decided to settle in Westchester due to its abundance of resources and wildlife. Seventeenth century explorers and settlers found several Indian villages. They came to discover the Indians in Westchester known as the Algonquian tribes were not dangerous, but peace loving. The first settlers of Westchester County were the Dutch, and the Dutch West India Company supported the settlement. Many of the English also came to America to find religious and economic freedom. In the 1640’s the English started to move west to reside in Westchester and the Bronx as well. The English and Dutch both wanted to control the area, but the Dutch were enforced to surrender to the English. The first settlements by the English were in the villages of the Bronx, Eastchester, Mamaroneck, and Bedford. Conflict broke out between the settlers and Indians due to issues over land ownership. The Indians were unaware of property ownership and believed they owned Westchester because they lived there. War between the Indians and Dutch continued for several years. On August 30, 1645 a peace treaty between the Indians and Dutch was signed. When the Dutch and Europeans settled in Westchester, they brought various diseases with them, which reduced the Indian population. Fatalities from war reduced their population as well. French Protestants also came to Westchester searching for religious freedom in the 1680’s. 


Parts of land became established known as freehold manors. The manors established in Westchester became Pelham, Fordham, Cortlandt, Scarsdale, Philipsburgh, and Morrisania. Owners of the manor had to build mills, provide livestock for farms, mechanics, boat builders, and possibly doctors and teachers. The roads in Westchester were not built very well, which is why peoples means of transportation was by water. By the eighteenth century, there were various living advancements. Roads were improved, and ferries created. Manor owners tenant’s improved and cottage industries developed, such as shoemaking. Westchester County became the richest and most populated county in New York in 1775. People in New England colonies started riots over taxes, and various battles such as the Battle of White Plains in 1776, caused Westchester to become a battlefield from 1776 to 1783. War often divided families because of Patriot and Loyalist sides. The capture of the British spy Major John Andre by Westchester men marked a significant victory for the Americans. This saved West Point, which protected the Hudson River from being seized by the British. Public schools were first established in 1795 through an act of the New York Legislature. By 1800 the first commercial toll road, the Westchester Turnpike was contracted. This road ran through Pelham and New Rochelle. Many European immigrants came to Westchester to build railroads, and work in factories. The construction of the Croton Dam completed in 1842 also positively affected Westchester’s growth. In 1914 After the Civil War, Westchester contained railroads, automobiles, and paved roads for the growing population. Overall, Westchester County significantly progressed throughout history and is one of the most popular areas to live in today. 
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Key sites of Westchester County


Westchester County is home of many important historical, cultural, and industrial sites. Key sites in Westchester county include the following: Muscoot Farm Park, Jay Heritage Center, Kykuit Rockefeller Estate, Van Cortlandt Manor, and Castle on the Hudson.


Muscoot Farm is a significant industrial site.  It is a significant site because visitors can see how a dairy farm in the 1880s operated in Westchester County; one can see original barns, visit animals, visit animals, and participate educational programs.  In 1920, Ferdinand Jr. Hopkins moved into the Ferdinand Jr. Hopkins’s family home.  In 1967, Westchester County began to preserve Muscoot Farm.  The Main House in Muscoot Farm was built as a summerhouse for the Hopkins family.  The Upper Dairy Barn was used for storing hay, and the Lower Dairy Barn, which was used for milking cows.  There is a wagon shed, which stored wagons needed for farming. The museum is split up into themed areas, such as Muscoot on the move. The address of Muscoot Farm is 51 Route 100, Katonah, NY, 10536. 

The Jay Heritage Center is an important historical site; it is located near the marshlands preserve with public trails.  It is the remains of the 400-acre Jay estate.
It is a National Historic Landmark.  It is located in Rye, and is the childhood home of New York State’s Founding Father, John Jay; he advocated emancipation.  The Jay Heritage Center is used educational facility, which hosts programs in topics, such as Social Justice.  In the Jay Heritage Center, there is a Peter Augustus Jay House and the Van Norden Carriage House.  The address of this site is 210 Boston Post Rd, Rye NY 10580. 

The Kykuit Rockefeller Estate is a historic and cultural site; it is a preeminent Hudson River Valley landmark, has impressive architecture, gardens, art, history, and scenery.  Architects William Adams Delano and Chester Holmes completed the Kykuit for John D. Rockefeller in 1913.  Kykuit has been home to four generations of Rockefeller family members.  There are terraces, gardens with fountains, pavilions, and sculpture; the coach barn contains horse drawn automobiles. The address of this estate is 200 Lake Road, Pocantico Hills, Tarrytown, NY 10591.  Tours of Kykuit take place at the Philipsburg Manor. 

 Van Cortlandt Manor is a historical site; at this site, one can see domestic life of a patriot family living in the years, right after the American Revolution.  Stephanus Van Cortlandt bought 86,000 acres of land.  In 1758, Pierre Van Cortlandt built a stone and brick manor house.  At Van Cortlandt Manor, visitors can participate in craft from the New Nation period, such as blacksmithing, open-hearth cooking, weaving, and spinning.  Tours are given where the guides where costumes from the New Nation period.  The address to this site is 525 South Riverside Avenue, Croton-on-Hudson. 

The Castle on the Hudson is significant historical and cultural site; it has over 100 years of history, and is a regal escape to the enchanted days of our history.  It was called Carrollcliffe Castle and then later became Axe Castle.  General Carroll, who was the son of a Civil War General, built this castle between 1897 and 1910.  It was interior designed by German carpenters.  In 1981, the town of Tarrytown made the castle a historic landmark.  In the Castle, there are luxurious suits and guest rooms.  Wedding and other events are held here.  Around the castle, there are Evergreens, rare varieties of trees, flowers and grasslands; there is also a large outdoor swimming pool. There is Equus, which is a five star restaurant with three dining rooms and a bar.  The Address is Castle on the Hudson 400 Benedict Avenue Tarrytown, NY 10591.  
Jill Muller

Westchester County includes amazing land, is a prime location, and has historic roots.  From its early years to modern day, Westchester County, the wealthy were drawn to the area.

Muscoot Farm is one of the last standing historic farms in the area and is now owned by Westchester County.  The farm has four different key locations. The Main House is a 1900s Colonial revival mansion with 31 rooms.  The Upper Dairy Barn housed the hay and grinding grains.  It is known as a country man’s show piece.  The Lower Barn was the location for milking the cows.  The last section of the farm is the Wagon Shed.  It is here you can find graffiti left on the walls with the images of the initials J.B and the number 42.  The farms in Westchester County soon closed up and some of the wealthiest members of society moved in as summer homes.


One of the members of the wealthy were the Jay family. The Jay Heritage Center is the childhood home of John Jay.  He was one of New York State’s Founding Fathers.  At the time of Jay’s inhabitance the property contained 400 acres of land. Today there is a mere 23 acres.  Today the center is used as an education facility, hosting programs in the Social Justice, American History, Environmental Stewardship, and Landscape Conservation.


Families of military greats were even drawn to the area.  General Carroll, son of a Civil War General, had the Carrollcliffe Castle built between 1897 and 1910.  In later years the name was changed to Axe Castle.  The interior was designed by German carpenters. In 1981, Tarrytown took control of the land and made the castle a historical landmaker.  Today the Castle on the Hudson is availabke for weddings and social events.  There are guest rooms and suites surrounded by grounds filled of evergreens, rare varieties of trees, flowers, and grasslands.  There are three dining rooms that are all serviced by a five star chef.


From five star chefs to five star families, Westchest County was also home to the Rockefeller’s.  Kykuit was home to four generations of Rockefellers. John D. Rockefeller had architects William Adams Delano, and Chester Holmes build Kykuit in 1913.  The interior was designed by Ogden Codman and includes collections of Chinese and European ceramics, fine furnishings and galleries of twentieth-century art.  On the property you can find terraces, gardens with fountains, pavilions, and sculptures.  In the coach barn there are horse drawn vehicles and classic automobiles.


A political power family, the Van Cortlandts, inhabited the area in 1758. Pierre Van Cortlandt had the Van Cortlandt Manor built with stone and brick.  This manor is the most authentic and significant 18th century Dutch-English manor house in the Valley.  The simplicity of the lines and details are what set the manor apart from others of the time.  Today visitors can take tours of the manor and participate in making their own crafts from the New Nation period.


All of these sites represent the growth of Westchester County.  It went from the small farming area to the home of some of America’s greats.  Today Westchester County is still known as one of the prominent areas.

Heather Whalen

Industrial Sites

Westchester County, New York was not a place short of Industry and Industrial sites in the nineteenth century. One might say that many of the industrial advantages that it experienced in the time of the nineteenth century. I believe that most of this industrial success can be attributed to the creation of railroads in the 1840’s. Steamboats became a popular mode of travel in this time period, and the proximity of Westchester County to New York City (undoubtedly, an epicenter of trade and sales) was a very valuable asset.                                                              

Trains came to Westchester Country in the 1840’s and made their mark right away. Almost immediately, the shift went from subsistence farming to dairying. Dairying became instantaneously popular because now milk could be delivered every day. The dairy industry was booming thanks to these new modes of travel. The creation of these trains also led to migration of citizens from the northern part of the county to the southernmost areas. 

Several industrial sites were developed in the nineteenth century. We can attribute most of these sites to the Underhill family. When William Underhill passed away, he left his land to be split among his two sons William and Richard. His many acres were located in Croton Point, New York. His land was known to be rich and fertile while in turn really helped the efforts of the businesses of both sons.

His first son, William developed a brickyard with his land. Brick was a very popular commodity in the nineteenth century so it goes without saying that business was absolutely booming. What is interesting is that on some of William’s bricks, you can see that he has the initials WAU (his own) and IXL (a clever pun of course, that “I excel” at making brick.)

His second son Richard decided to really take advantage of what his land could provide him with. He decided to open a winery. It was called Croton Point Wine and his business was extremely successful. His wine was desired by all; the kind of wine someone from “faraway” would call for on New Years Eve. Richard even went to the extra step so as to develop his own yellowish green grape which made a delicious wine. His enormous success in the industry can be attributed to his fertile land.

Another industrial site in Westchester County is Tuckahoe marble. The popularity of marble in this time period can be attributed to the destruction of many buildings. Marble was need to rebuilt many of the buildings (some include Brooklyn Borough Hall and Washington Memorial Arch). The Greek Revival style that marble afforded was very popular at the time.


Iron Foundries were also insanely popular industry in the nineteenth century. There were many located in Westchester in places such as Port Chester, Peekskill, and Morrisania. There they mainly produced plowshares and stoves which were of course ideal for home and farming needs. 


A final industrial site was the Philipsburg Manor. This Manor was owned by Anglo-Dutch merchants who used their land of their Manor to mill, farm, and trade. It was like a mini industrial goldmine of the time. 

Alyssa D’Onofrio 

Midterm Project 


Westchester County has grown significantly in population from 1860 to 2010. There has also been a shift in the types of occupations held by residents of Westchester County.  


In the 1860s’ the total population of Westchester County was 99,497. This included whites, blacks and other race. 


In 2010, the population of Westchester County has grown to 949,113. Including whites, blacks and other race. 




1860


2010

	Population (total)
	99,497
	949,113
	

	Whites
	69,420
	646,471
	

	Blacks
	1,931
	138,118
	

	Others
	27,823
	164,524
	


In 2010, the other races that are included are Alaska Native American Indians, Filipino, Vietnamese, Native Hawaiian, Samoan, Hispanic, and Latinos. The Hispanic or Latino total population is 207,032 people. There are 44,060 Mexicans, 41,836 Puerto Ricans, 5,287 Cubans and 115,849 other Hispanics and Latinos. 




1860


2010

	Household Type 
	
	
	

	Family Type
	
	236,419
	

	Husband-wife family
	
	177,077
	

	Nonfamily households
	
	110,813
	

	Households with individuals under 18
	
	122,639
	


In the 2010 Census, housing became very significant in order for families to have a place to live. In comparison, in the 1860s’ there were no statistics found on housing types because it did not seem to be an issue for people during that time. Although housing types were not significant in the 1860s’ there were many styles of housing that were made which was the Greek Revival and the Leasburg architecture. 



1860





	Occupation
	

	Blacksmiths
	17,763

	Farmers
	254,786

	Farmer laborers 

Coopers 

Drivers 

Artists 
	115,728

9,385

6,127

1,202








2010

	Occupation
	

	Agriculture

Construction

Manufacturing

Wholesale trade 

Retail trade 

Finance 

Entertainment 
	671

30,406

19,320

11,915

39,865

50,568

61,344


In the 1860s’ the most popular occupation included blacksmiths, coopers, drivers, farmers, farm laborers and artists. 


By 2010, the occupations have changed and the most popular occupations are manufacturing, construction, agriculture, wholesale trade, retail trade, finance and entertainment. 

There are many differences in the 1860 Census as well as the 2010 Census. By 2010, the population increased significantly in population and more occupations were available to work. Housing became important in 2010 because of how big the population was becoming in Westchester County. There are many opportunities for occupations and households in 2010 for the majority of the population rather than in 1860.

In the 1860s’ Census not a lot of people came to Westchester County. There were not as many opportunities for occupations as there were in 2010.  People would have to work as a farmer or a farmer laborer because they were the most common during this time. In 1860, housing was not a concern and families were not as well. There was also not that much diversity among the race as there was in 2010.  
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