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Name: Mary Bonauto

Years: 1961-

Residence: Newburgh, NY

Brief biography:

Bonauto was born in 1961 and grew up in Newburgh, NY. She earned her undergraduate degree from Hamilton College, and her law degree from Northeastern University School of Law. Opening her private practice in 1987, Bonauto was one of only three openly homosexual lawyers in Maine. Bonauto married Jennifer Wriggins, a law professor, in Massachusetts; they have two children.

  Bonauto is best known for her legal work on behalf of Gay & Lesbian Advocates & Defenders (GLAD), where she has been the Civil Rights Project director since 1990.

Major achievements:

"In 1999, she and two Vermont co-counsel won a ruling that same-sex couples are entitled to all of the benefits and protections of civil marriage in the case of Baker v. State of Vermont. This ruling prompted the Vermont legislature to enact the nation’s first “civil union” law for same-sex couples. Mary was lead counsel in Goodridge v. Dept. of Public Health, which resulted in the Massachusetts Supreme Judicial Court's landmark decision that prohibiting civil marriage for same-sex couples is unconstitutional. She is currently leading GLAD's challenge to the constitutionality of Section 3 of the Defense of Marriage Act (DOMA) in two cases in federal court." - http://www.glad.org/about/staff/mary-bonauto
For more information:

· http://www.glad.org/uploads/docs/staff-press-clippings/mary-bonauto-new-york-times-magazine-2004-05-09.pdf
· http://www.glad.org/uploads/docs/staff-press-clippings/mary-bonauto-advocate-2004-12-22.pdf
· http://www.glad.org/uploads/docs/staff-press-clippings/mary-bonauto-boston-globe-magazine-2004-12-26.pdf
Resources: 

· http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mary_Bonauto
· http://www.glad.org/about/staff/mary-bonauto
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