On the warpath

Cannon avd musket fire reverbecated
through the Highlands as Gov. Pacaki
presided over the finale of Pabriols’ Weekensd
2002 with the dedication of the Foat
hMoatgomery State Historic Site on October
b (Mew York's first governor, Gesrge
Clinton, had commanded the fort during the
baitle 275 vears hefore) Earier, Libby Pataki
head cunt the ribbon opening the suspension
bridge across Popolopen Creek that has
reconnecied the twin foris of Momgomery
and Clinton. To symbolize the battbe's clima,
resenactors rormn the Brigade of the American
Rewalution sdded e the din from ireworks
and cannens aboard the HMS Bouwry,
Frovidenos, and Clesrwaser, Leading up io the
Gith, a lecture and seminar sponsored by the
Hudson River Yalley [nstiute at Bdarist
College set the stage for a  Gramd
Encampment, neval batile, and lreworks at
West Paointon Octoher 5 to cormmermarate the
biceniennal of the L5, Military Acadermy.

In Decembeer 1777, Bew York's leaders
el & ritical decision o make how shoulbd
they reforiify the Hudson® Cwer that marih,
French enginesr Lowis de la Radibre pre
pared a repor L that recommended on January
2, 1778, that Major General lsrael Putnam,
commander in the Highlands, rebuild Fort
Chinton rather than raise new works on the
"west point” of the Huedsono Stll, Radibre's
analysis would =000 help him race oul 8 new
Fort Clhinion - af West Point. In bess tham a
mioaith, the fort would begin o rise. Foriress
West Point would grow to be the "Eey to the
Caomtinent.®

A5 a part of your holiday wavels, visit a
Calonial louse near you that is decked out in
Christrmas ey and reflect on the sacrilices
of the pairiois who gave us the bounty we
now enjoy You could jein the Schuylers oo
D 6, at the Schinder Mansion in Albamy;
the Washingiens in Mewburgh for the
“Washinglon's Headquarters by Candlelight
Open House™ on Dec. B and 14; or the
Ellizons for “A Candlelight Christmas™ oo
Dec. 13 and 14, at the Knox's Headguariers
Swate Historic Site in Orange County. - Jid
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