On the \Wirpatih

The great victory at Saratoga in Cctoher
1777 bare iis fiest ruil (beyand the capiure
of the Convention Armmy] in Febriary 1778,
O Febauasy 6, Conrad Alexander Gerard,
represemting France's King Louis XV,
signed a Treaty of Amity and Commerce in
Paris with thres Amefican envoys -
Benjamin Franklin, 5ilas Deane, and
A thwr Lee. Mot anly did this document rec:
ognize the independence from  Great
Britain of the "United States of Noeth
America” it also pedged that the French
woald be Americas princpal ally should
war develop between ber and the British,
“their common Enenty” Greal Britain
Towmd dtsell isolated a5 @ pursued what
would become a world war. The
Continental Congress ratified the agree
ment on May 4, 1778, and war effectively
commenced between France amd England
on Jue 17, when British ships fred on two
French frigates off Portsmouth, England. A
French et fiest appeared off New York on

July 11 Congress” approval of the Treaty of
Mllianee will ke remembered st Valley

Forge. Pennsylvania, on hMay 34 with a
"French Alliance Celebration™: for more
indormation, visil www valepnge ang VE-
FarCateridar 03, a5

Back in Mew Yok, Maj. Gen lsracl
Futnam. commander of toops in the
Hudsen Highlands, reported to Gen
Washington on February 13 thal progress
was being made at Wiest Point. A barracks
andl huts for 300 men had been completed,
and the “batieries mear the water and the
fort [Fore Climton] to cover theimn, are Eaid
out.” While no fortifications had yet been
erected, Putnam had ordered the most orit-
ical component of Foriress West Poit: the
chain that would Beck the Hudson River.

Putnam’s work at West Point ended on
Febiruary 14, when he furned command
over o Brig. Gen. Samuel Holden
Farsens. Parsons wrole (o Gov. George
Clinton on February 15 that * came 1o
this comimand i most disagresable cir-
cumstances, nothing done, everyihing
expecied and wished for, and everything
in corfusion” The weather wirned 5o bad
that during Parson's first 21 days in com-
mand his troops were confined to their

shelters a third of the time. One of his reg-
iments did not have a single blanket for is
mien, amd * Very few have sither a shoe or
a shire.” Parsons clearly kad his work cut
out for him.

The construction of Fortress West
Point and the military successes of the
Continental Army depended on individual
sobdiers. Gen. Washingion designed a
Badge af Military Merit in 1782, present-
ingg it 1o three sobdiers at his headgusarters
in Mewburgh. The modern Purple Heart
as a combat award evelved from this
badge. U.5. Senator Hillary Rodham
Clinton, Bep. Maurice Hinchey, amd State
Semator William Larkin joined froes last
October 22 af Washingion's Headgusariers
o annoumce that August ¥ would be
Purple Heart Day. The date will homor the
coniributions in batde of Amesica’s sol
diers. sailors, airmen, and marines; a
Purple Heart stamp should be avaiable
this year. - Jine JoHNsOoN
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