On the warpath

January 1778 would prove o be a sig-
nilicand month for Mew York and the
United States. Decisions by General
George Washington, Governor Geosge
Chnton, and the Mew York Conwention
wnuld lead to the constrisction of Foriress
West Point, which guarded the Hudson
Highlands - and thus the central artery
of Mew York - for the remaindes of the
American Revoluion. Altheugh French
engineer Colenel Louis de la Badigre
would make 8 persussive case for rebiild-
ing Fort Clinton, a fiveman oommission
appodnted by the Cotvention recormmend-
el West Poind as the proper site. Governor
Clhinten concurresd *1 ave already given
mry Opinion in favour of West Point & |
have hitherto heard no suflicient Reasons
te change my Sentiments” Washinglon
himsell resolved the issue by writing o
Radiere that, "As the Majority of the
Council were for erecting the new works
upea West Poinl, in preference o the
place upon which Fort Clinton was bale, |
desire that they mery be carried oo with all
dispateh”

Prodded by Washington's directive an
Jamsary 26, 1778, 1o have the works in the
Highlands "in a respectable State before
the Spring,” General Israel Putnam, com:
mmander in the Highlands, ordered Colaned
Samuel  Blachley  Webb's  Additional
Continental Begiment (Connecticit) from
Fishkill across the ioe ai Fort Constituition
two days kater. (ueartermasier Sergeant
Simoa Gillin described that Grst day: *A
cold moening but dear._marched over the

Fever on the ise marched back a gain for
thar was mo Place o Loge theor an the
West side of the Reves 5o we had go inio
ihe wonds and mack fiers and mach ouer
Beds on the snow we mad & hut that 15 of
us Lay Prity worm considesing the wether
being o very cobd” Once the men had fin-
ished the huts, they became the Grst gari-
spdn af West Point. which remams the
loigest continuously aocupied post in the
L5 Army.

Like General Washington before him,
Governor George E. Pataki understands
that Mew York's Fortress West Paoint
comstituted "the Key of America® in the
Bevalition. In October 2002, he ook two
more Sieps o assist in the telling of that
sty First, at the same time that e dedi-
cated Fort Montgomery State Historic
Site, he issued & proclamation committing
ithe state fo a commemoration of the 225th
anniversary of the Amevican Revelution
through 2008, Second, on October 19,
2002, 225 wears after Genesal ol
Burgoyne’s army began s march inio
captivity, the governor announced a series
of grants totaling $1 million for 37
Fevolutienary War Heritage Trail sies
throughout the state. To keep track of how
these initiatives of the 225th anniversary
will play out, check the *Evends’ page of
wirndamrrivervallep ool And  huzeah
from the: Hudsen Highlands!
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