On the warpath - =% ===
The lang-term effects of the Saratoga
campaign as the wwning point in the
Armerican Revolution were nd immediate-
Iy known; they would, however, becoms
clearer i the new year. In late COoiober
1777, what was known was that General
John Vaughan anmd his expeditionary forcs
had turned around mear Saugeriies and
refurned o the fort renamed for him -
the ald Fort Clinton. On Octaber 36, Sic
Heary Clinton recalled the foree to Mew
York City amd would ot redurn o the mid-
Husdsoa witil the spring of 1779 The 5,000
men  of General John  Burgoyne's
Convention Armny {8 it was called after its
surrender] would go inte captivity for the
remainder of the war, moved first from
Boston throisgh New England, New York,
Al the other mid-Atlantic stales io
Charlattesville, Virginda.

With the approsch of winter, New
Yorkers surveyed the losses of men, hous-
eg, barms, mills, and =ailing vessels
Kingston Ly in ruins with over 300 houses
and accempanying barns destroved by
Vaughan's fires. When the legislaiure
escaped [rom the state capital before the
British arrived, the reins of government
had passed into the hands of Governor
Gearge Clinten and the Cowncil of Safety
until the legislatve body re-comvened in
Poughkeepsie on fanuary 15, 1778, While
the Loyalisiz would reap the conse
guences of their allegiance o King George
01T &= they lost the protection of the British
armies, the Patriots @ New York could at
least slegp betler knowing that the menace
had for the time being retreated. And

there was hope despite the loss of
Philadelphia.

Along the Hudson River and beyond,
the United Siates as we know i@ was
becoming & reality. On November 1,
Henry Laurens, president of the
Continental Congress, announced that
Thursday, December 18, would be
obzerved as a “General Thanksgiving o
Alrmighty God® becase "the arms of the
Undted States of America [have] been
bless'd in ihe present Campaign [in New
York] with remarkable ssccess” In York,
Pennesylvania, the Continental Congress
adopted the Articles of Confederation on
Movermnber 15, 1777, tov bring some regula
tion (o the loosely ardered 13 states. On
June 14, i€ had even enacted lagiskation
adopting the Stars and Stripes as the
mational colors. The subsequent actions of
its war time leaders would prove that they
still recognized how vital the Hudson
Fiver remained to the future forwnes of
the American cause.

A special exhibic at two Hudson Valley
locations highlights Gesrge Washingion's
robe in the major evenis of the American
Fevalution. The Greai Experiment: George
Washilmgior and the Amverican Repubiic will
be on view &l the Newburgh Free Library,
at 124 Grand Sireet  (BA5-563- 3600
worw.newhurghtibvary. org/calemdar dm),
through Mow. 20, and at the White Plains
Public Library, 100 blastine Avenue (314
AZ22- 1000 wwwewpel e, rom Dec
# through Jan. 23, 203, - Jma Jodssos
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