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Learning Objectives: Students will become familiar with gathering, categorizing, and 
analyzing numerous types of documents. Students will create a Document Based Essay 
Question with accompanying documentation. Students will create scaffolding questions for 
each document. 

 

Activities: The class will be divided into three groups of six students. Using the Library, 
classroom materials and the documents provided, students will research background 
information for the topic assigned. Each group will be responsible for locating and assembling 
20 documents relevant to Japanese internment. These should be selected from the following 
categories: 

photographs: AP Photonet Archives or another news service archive 
charts 
graphs 
sound clips: Newspaper, television or radio archives 
interviews 
political cartoons 
maps 
artifacts 
movies 
music 
speeches 
newspaper articles 
literature 

Students should include materials from 8 out of the 13 categories. 
12 of the 20 documents must be primary sources. 
Scaffolding questions must be provided for each 'document' 
Students will create a 'Regents' type question to create a frame for their documents. 
(In what way did Japanese internment.......). If the technology is available, this DBQ could be 
given to the rest of the class in a 'power point' presentation. 
Students will be expected to 'present' their DBQ to the class as a way to not only 'show' their 
creation but teach about the period as well. 
A bibliography of all sources must be included. 

This project works especially well when a cooperative English teacher's help is enlisted. The 
Literature of the period is an excellent way to really pull the project together. 

 
 
Time Allotment: One Week













































Japanese Internment Documents 

Directions:  For EACH document viewed, answer the following questions. (OR) Each 
student in the group should answer the questions using one document. (Teacher: 
please see below) 
 

1. What type of document is this? (Photo, newspaper article etc.) 

_______________________________________________________________________________ 

2. What is the date of the document?__________________________________________________ 

3. Who created the document? ______________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________ 

4. How does the document relate to the topic of Japanese internment?_______________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________ 

5. What does the document mean to you? _____________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________ 

6. Why was this document created? (What was it's purpose?)______________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________ 

7. Why would anyone save this particular document?____________________________________  

_______________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________ 

8. What does this document say about American life during this era?________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________ 



There are several ways that these questions may be adapted for a variety of learners in the High 
School or Middle School classroom. For the student who needs enrichment, the questions could 
be answered without teacher support and be used as an evaluative tool. For the typical student, 
assign him/her one or two documents, answer the questions above, allowing the use of other 
students in the group as a resource if necessary. It may be most appropriate for the special needs 
student to have the document read to him/her and the questions answered orally with the 
assistance of the teacher or other individual. The questions may be divided up within a group for 
younger students. The point is to have all students gain experience 'reading' a historic 
document. It is also important for students to 'react' to a document. 
 
The documents enclosed could be used as a Document Based Essay Question, (DBQ) or could 
be used to create a student newspaper on the era. The classroom teacher could choose one 
document to begin the topic in class, and one document could be assigned for homework. The 
use of photographs and cartoons as 'text' to be 'read' by students is an important skill to be 
taught. It requires interpretation and analysis and is an excellent method of encouraging critical 
thinking at any grade level. 
 
 




