The Lessons of Japanese Internment during World War 11
Freedom and Dignity Project
Developed by: Carolyn Nichols and Emily Guthoff

Learning Objectives: Students will become familiar with gathering, categorizing, and
analyzing numerous types of documents. Students will create a Document Based Essay

Question with accompanying documentation. Students will create scaffolding questions for
each document.

Activities: The class will be divided into three groups of six students. Using the Library,
classroom materials and the documents provided, students will research background
information for the topic assigned. Each group will be responsible for locating and assembling

20 documents relevant to Japanese internment. These should be selected from the following
categories:

photographs: AP Photonet Archives or another news service archive
charts

graphs

sound clips: Newspaper, television or radio archives
interviews

political cartoons

maps

artifacts

movies

music

speeches

newspaper articles

literature

Students should include materials from 8 out of the 13 categories.

12 of the 20 documents must be primary sources.

Scaffolding questions must be provided for each 'document’

Students will create a 'Regents’ type question to create a frame for their documents.

(In what way did Japanese internment.......). If the technology is available, this DBQ could be
given to the rest of the class in a 'power point' presentation.

Students will be expected to 'present’ their DBQ to the class as a way to not only 'show' their
creation but teach about the period as well.

A bibliography of all sources must be included.

This project works especially well when a cooperative English teacher's help is enlisted. The
Literature of the period is an excellent way to really pull the project together.

Time Allotment: One Week



About Japanese American Relocation

On February 19, 1942, President Franklin D. Roosevelt signed Executive Order
9066. This order led to the assembly and evacuation of over 100,000 persons of
Japanese ancestry on the U.S. mainland and in Hawaii. During World War I, the
United States was fighting a war on two fronts: in the Pacific Theater, the U.S. was
engaged in battle with Japan: and in Europe, the U.S. fought against Germany and
[taly. However, only Japanese Americans were incarcerated en masse during the
war.

The War Relocation Authority (WRA) was the United States agency created to
assume jurisdiction over the Japanese and Japanese Americans evacuated from
California. Oregon, and Washington. During its existence from March 1942 to
1946, the WRA controlled the administration of the relocation centers,
administered the extensive resettlement program, and over saw the details of the
registration and segregation programs.

In December of 1944, President Roosevelt rescinded Executive Order 9066, and
the WRA began a six-month process of releasing internees and shutting down the
camps. In August 1945, the war was over.

Alternately labled "relocation camps," "concentration camps," or "evacuation
centers,” the WRA camps housed over 120,000 Japanese Americans for close to
four years. There were eleven camps in California, Utah, Arizona, Colorado,
Wyoming, [daho, Texas and Arkansas. The majority (over 60%) of camp
inhabitants were US citizens, children and young adults, The remainder had been
U.S. residents for many years. Many had lived in this country between twenty and
forty years. Persons born in Japan were not allowed to become naturalized citizens
until 1952.



April 24, 1943

Dear Mr. Secretary:

I have your letter of April thirteenth calling to .
my attontion that the Japanese-Americans in relocation centers
are becoming embittered. Everyone with whom I have talked is
‘disoatisfied with the present situation of this group of

people — most of all the officials of the War Relocation

Authorlty.

Like you I rugrat the burdons of evacuation and de-
tention which military necessity has imposed upon these people.
I am afraid some measure of bitterness is the inevitable con-

sequence of a program involving direct loss of property and
detention on grounds which the evacnees consider to be racial
- diserimination. I was therefore glad to endorse the recent
announcemont by the War Department which reopened to American
citizens of Japanese ancestry the opportunity to become employed
in essential war industrios and to serve in the armed forces.

Since normal American life is hardly possible under
any form of detention, I believe that the best hope for the
future lies in encouraging the relocation of the Japanese-Americans
throughout the country and in turning as many as possible of the
relocation centors over to the War Department for use as prisoner-
of-war campa. Your own recent action in employing a Japanese
family on’ your farm seems to me to be the best way for thoughtful
Americans to contribute to the solution of a very difrimlt and

distressing problen,
Very sincerely yours,

¥RANKLIN D, ROOSEVELT -

-The Honorable
The Secretary of the Interior,
Washington, D. C.

{



JOSEPH DONMNALD CRAVEN \/F:

ATTORNEY AT LAW
CITIZENS DUILOING ~ \'}
WILMINGTON. DELAWARE f

Sepﬁember Ly 1942

Honorable Franklin D. Roosevelt
The White House
Washington, D, C.

Dear Mr. President:

It has been called to my attention that grave
injustice is being done many of our citizens of Japanese
descent, by herding them into concentration camps, depriv-
ing them of the right to serve in the armed forces, and
denying them practically all of the civil liberties
guaranteed by the Constitution. Although I recognize the
absolute necessity of taking every precaution for ‘the
purpose of protecting our country against sabotage by
Axis sympathizers, ‘I am convinced that it is a serious
mistake to incarcerate American citizens of unblemished
character merely because they happen to be of Japanese
descent. Such a procedure is not in accordance with the
high purpose for which we are fighting, and undoubtedly
gill open to gquestion the sincerity of protestations of

airness.

The same thing is true of the procedure being

. Tollowed by the War Department and other government },Q
agencies of placing all enemy aliens in the same category. 1q3

It is obviously absurd to treat refugees from Nazi i

oppression in the same class with their Nazi oppressors.

The Federal Government is to be commended for
the efforts being made to prevent discrimination in employ-
ment, but many of our people are concerned about the uS-
transfer of the Committee on Fair Employment Practice to f-*?
the War Manpower Commission. It is feared that this
transfer was actuated by Southern hostility towards the
work of the Committee. In order to assure continued
effectiveness of the Committee on Fair Employment Practice,
the Committee's independence must be maintained and
sufficient money appropriated by Congress to enable it to
carry out the purpose of its creation., I hope you will
use your good offices to this effect.

Yours very sincerel&,
| %:%x_Mm

JDC:DJ



OFFICE OF WAR INFORMATION
WASHINGTON

OFFICE OF THE DIRECTOR

s AL woysy  APRD 22001903

frr 2 8 26 13

SECEIVER
The President L
The White House

Dear Mr. President:

v

It mey be that you intended sending the enclosed letter to
Mr. Dillon S. Myer, the Director of the War Relocation Authority,
for the preparation of a reply. Although I have hed no official
connection with the Japaneee relocation program since last June,
I have prepared the attached reply for your signature to Secretery
Ickes. I would like, however, to offer a few comments on the
Secretary's letter.

My friends in the War Relocation Authority, like Secretary
Ickes, are deeply distressed over the effecte of the entire evacu-
rtion and relocation program upon the Jepanese—Americans, particu-
larly upon the young citizen group. Persons in this group find
themselves living in an atmosphere for which their public school
end democratic teachinge have not prepared them. It is hard for
them to escape & conviction that their plight is due more to raclal
dlgscrimination, economie motivations, and wartime prejudices then
to any real necessity from the military point of view for evacua-
tion from the West Comst. :

Life in a relocation center cannot possibly be pleasant.
The evacuees are surrounded by barbed wire fences under the eyes of
armed military police. They bave suffered heavily in property
losses; they have lost their businosses and their means of support.
The Btate Legislatures, Members of the Congress, and local groups,
by their actions end statements bring home to them mlmost constantly
that as a people they are not really welcome anywhere. States in
which they are now located have enacted restrictive leagislation
forbidding permanent settlement, for example. The Americen Legion,
meny locel groups, and city councile have arproved discriminatory
regolutions, going so far in some inatances as to advocate confle-
cation of their property. Bills have been introduced which would
deprive them of citizenship. In this atmosphere, the Japanesen
ericans cannot but know that when they are invited to a community
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it ig usually dues to an extreme labor shortage end does not neces-
sarily rapresent a permanent opportunity. They slso know that some
of the military leaders responsible for evacuation were motivated
by & conviction that all persons of Japanese blood in this couhtry
cannot be trusted. Public statements to thie effect have appeared
in the press only recently.

Furthermors, in the opinion »f the evacures the Government
may not be excused for nnt having attempted to distinguish between
the loyal and the disloyal in carrying out the evacuation.

Under such circumstences it would be amazing if extreme
bitterness did not develop.

The War Relocatlon Authority in developing its program must
choose, as 1 see it, between emphasizing one of two plans. One is
to build permanent relocation centers in which all evacuees mpy
live and work for & small wage during the war. (The present wage
is $16.00 & month.) The second alternative is to strike out vigor-
ovsly in helpihg the loyal become reabsmorbed in normal American com-

munities during the war period.

The War Relocation Authority has chosen to place major
emphasis on the second alternative, in the hope that when the war is
over only those people will be living in centers whose loyalty may
be in doubt or who because of age or other reasons are unable to
reestablish themselves. It is felt thet, particularly for the
citizen group, thelr place in America must be earned during thie waer
period, that i1t will be unsafe to wait until the war is over to
attempt to reestablish them because acceptance by the American public
cannot be expetted after the war if they are denied the privilege of
serving their country now. The director of the Authority ims striving
to avoid, if possible, creation of a raciasl minority problem after
ths war which might result in something akin to Indian reservations.
It is for these reasons primarily, I think, that he advocates the
maximum individual relocation as sgainst the maintenance of all ten
ralocetion centers.

Dillon Myer has now been Director of the War Relocation
Authority for neamrly s year. He would benefit enormously from con—
sultation with you, Msy I express the hope that you will have an
opportunity to seo him in the near futuret?

Respectfully yours,

M. S. Eisenhower
Agsociate Director



Februery 1, 1943

Hy deer lMr. Secretery:

‘The proposel of the VWar Depariment to orgasnize e combat
team consiceting of loyal American citizene of Jepenese descent «PF2ELT
has my full epprovel. The new combat temm will =dd to the nearly 7
five thousand loyel Americans of Japanese sncestry who zre elready
serving in ithe ermed forces of our country.
x&/3o -

This i a naturel and logical ster toward the reinstitu- < HI%
iion of ihe Selsctive Service pracadures which were temporarily
disrupted by the evecuation from the ¥est Coast.

¥o loyel citiren of ihe United Stetes should be denied -/
the democrastic right to exercire the responeidilitles of his i
citizeaskip, regardless of his sacesiry. The princivle on wkich
thie country wes founded and by which 4t hes gzlwsys been governed !.
is that Americsnism it & matter of the mind and hearts; Acericeciss i
" is not, sné mever wac, & matter of rece or ancestry.. A gooi American
is one who ic loysl to-thim country end to onr creed of 1ilerty end ﬂ
democracy. Every loyel Americen citizen should be glven the oppor- i
tunity to serve this country wherever his ekills will mske the 1
greatest contribution — whether it be 4in the ranke of our ermed
forces, war production, -griculture, goverament -service, or other
work essential to the war effort. feG e A

X520

o . s -

RRPPY ¢

e Ok S BT I N
I am glad to cbserve that the Wer Department; the evy -

: : L an g8
Lepertment, the ¥er Keopover Commizsion, ‘the Department of Justice,” ek 4D 5
and the Wer Relccation Anthority sre collzborating in & program S XHBHG

vwhich will aesure the opportunity for ell loyal Americsns, inclading
fnericens of Jepenese anceeiry, o nerve their comntry at a time
when the fullect mod wisest use of our merpover is all-important

to the wer effort.

Very eincerely youra,

1Sed) FRANKLIN D. POOSEVELT

Ths Eonorsble, —
The Secretery of War, x 2 :
¥ashington, D. C. . wii-my



The proposel of the Var Department to organize a
_combet team consisting of loyal American citizens of Jepanese
descent has my full approval. The new combat team will add
to the nearly 5,000 loyel Americens of Jepanese ancestry who
are alreedy serving in the armed ‘forces -of our count.ry.

e This is a natural .end J.ogicel step toward the rein-
_stitution of the Selective Service.procedures waich were
e 2 tem-norarily dismpt.ed byf.the evacustion from the Viest Coest.

No loynl citizen -of the Unit.ed Stetes should be
denied the democratic right to exercise the responsibilities
of his citizenship, regerdless of his ancestry. The principle
on which this country wes:founded and by which it hes always
been governed'is thet Americenism is & metter of the mind and
“heart; Americenism is not, end never was, a metter of race or
‘ancestry. A good American is one who is loysl to this country
.and to our creed of liberty and democrecy. Every loyel Americen
citizen should be given the opportunity to serve this couniry
wherever his skills will ‘meke the greatest contribution—
whether it be in the ranks of our ermed forces, war production,
. .egriculture, government service, or other work essentiel to the
VM WAL seffort. . wi

b -'" © I.am glad to observe that the VWer Depertment, the Navy .
. Departament; the War Menpower Commission, the Department of.
o ;i Justice, and the Wer Relocation Authority sre collaborating’ in
o=, ~ -a program which will assure the opportunity for all loyal . '
R : Americans, includ’ng Americans of Jepanese ancestry,.to:serve ' - e
e s G o thedry cmmtry at e time \lhen the i‘nllest ‘and wisest use of. our . - Lalal .
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JOHN ECGAR HOOVER

DIRECTOR

Federal Bureau of Jwuestigation
Wushington, B. C.

December 10, 1941

Personal and eNMEEERIRE .

Me jor General Edwin M. Watson
Secretary to the President
The White House

Washington, D. C.

Dear General Hatson:

I thought it might be of interest
to the President and you to have the inclosed
charts before you, which show the number of
Japanese, German and Ttalian aliens taken into
custody by the I'BI as of December 9th. This
gives the exact location of the numbers appre-

hended and places at which they were apprehended.

Sincerely yours,

Inclosures

Mnited States Depurtment of Juatice >

rew




©20 QERMAN ALIENS
TAREN INTO CUSTODY BY FBI

12:30 P. M. DECEMBER 9, 1341
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N,2012 JAPANESE ALIENS
TAREN INTO CUSTODY BY FBI

7:30 A. M. DECEMBER 8, 1941

FIELD DIVISION DISTRICTS®
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TERRITORIES

* WOTR:FIELD OFFICES NOT LISTED HAVE P
NO ARRESTS TO BE MADE

JAPANESE IN CUSTODY
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OPDOUBLE DEALING!
SRLOPSEE tiow sns - TO,SEE: o Gon

paid kindness with Qﬂ\.—:ﬁxur is ‘moving -
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Living in the Following

[':il_'rmul l:f'nmﬂ.'ru:l'
|!I!'r-1 Serra Boubiys

A o [ortion of gl
i eatallisli] by Juiind
of lhu‘vmt-l-.'r-!_ line sl
o San Francisag Bay,

Areg:
alifornin, Iving seneralty it of e
r'_-1|.'|'r_=m|c.,n|||i:'~'im'!w|:|l [ 1

L LAvenme, and Ivimg e
ta Ui il pse ] o of Marker & reet, i the,

San Francispy, Hatcaf(
ol Warclesge

I II-}' Calilommiy Streep,

nivdl-ciug)

erally moply
i Markier Sireeq
Al Japanese persons, batly ol

ben amd note-alien, will be evactated frorm the ghoye desizmated are by 1

naon Tuesday, April 7, 1042 ;

No Jupanese person will be permitted to enter or leave the ahove described greg alter S o i, Tharalsy, Apeila,
1942, withou o!htal‘ning special permission from the Provesy Mars

Bal at ahe Civil Lomtral Station located ap:
1701 Van Ness Avenne

San Franciseo, Califomi

to acdst the Japancso Population affected by this evaruatj

Lr'.'rl"u--l']h L

The Civil Control Station js crjuiped i the fallen.
ing ways: ]
L. Give advice and instnctions an tie evoeuaifon,
2 Provide serviees with respect 10 1w ¢
wrope iy ineliling: real estate, bue
iveslock, ele.

nanageiaent, leasing, sale, sorage or wler dispumition of msoet Linds of

iness and professional exquipmcnt, buiklings, leoteselidil zoceds, Iwats, avem;

hilis,
3 Providi temporary resildence eliewhers for all Japancec in Family el

roiale 3 . i
1 Tmh-Il'.lr': [rersns amd @ Tiive nmyoql of el sz aml b Ll

The Following Instructions Must Ba Obsarved:

. il oor Ll yecr=o in wlioee s mosl of
o ralsly gl hemd of U Fainsily, o ers Saoe W o
< W e h“”‘:" i'“-r' oo i o Cavil Contmal 510500 o movvine Turtks
g ‘. ‘ 1":“1 11‘51;‘ l-m .II.:II:M;EHI““.I teal li.'.'ilil:ll‘l\ll-l'.. will 1'\|-P|||1 1:" s I{ .1" .'!| Eri!“-:‘llni:.. ane Lo Lwren 000 @ 1, aisd
"'“‘l"'“i"‘”,.‘r'!",‘ ; :l :;“' lone hetween 500 a, m. amld 500 p. ., Tlhiarslay, April 2,
strietiogs. Tlis mns he (e
-Er:r“] i, Friday, April 3, 1943,

il b 1 hedr mew feslilenes, . spevifisl Tl
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Japanese-Americans of World War |I

Amendment V

“No person shall be held to answer for a capital or otherwise
infamous crime, unless on a presentment or indictment of a grand
jury, except in cases arising in the land or naval forces, or in the
militia, when in actual service in time of war or public danger;
nor shall any person be subject for the same offense to be twice
put in jeopardy of life or limb; nor shall be compelled in any
criminal case to be a witness against himself, nor be deprived of
life, liberty, or property, without due process of law; nor shall
private property be taken for public use, without just
compensation.”



U.S. Supreme Court

TOYOSABURO KOREMATSU v. UNITED STATES, 319 U.S. 432 (1943)
319 U.S. 432

TOYOSABURO KOREMATSU
v.
UNITED STATES.
No. 912.

Argued May 11, 1943.
Decided June 1, 1943.

Mr. A. L. Wirin, of Los Angeles, Cal., for Korematsu.
Mr. John L. Burling, of New York City, for the United States.
M, Justice BLACK delivered the opinion of the Court.

Korematsu was found guilty by the District Court for the Northern District of California of remaining in
the City of San Leandro, California, in violation of 18 U.S.C. 97a, 18 U.5.C.A. 97a, and the orders
issued thereunder. 1 The District Court's order was that he 'be placed on probation for the period of five
(5) years, the terms and conditions [319 U.S. 432, 433] of the probation to be stated to said defendant by
the Probation Officer of this Court. Further ordered that the bond heretofore given for the appearance of
the defendant be exonerated. Ordered pronouncing of judgment be suspended.'

The defendant appealed to the Circuit Court of Appeals for the Ninth Circuit which, under 28 U.S.C.
225, 28 U.S.C.A. 225, has 'jurisdiction to review by appeal final decisions.' The Circuit Court of
Appeals, doubting whether it had jurisdiction to hear an appeal from an order placing the defendant on
probation without first formally sentencing him, has certified to us the following question under 239 of
the Judicial Code, 28 U.S.C.A. 346:

'After a finding of guilt in such a criminal proceeding as the instant case, in which neither
imprisonment in a jail or penitentiary nor a fine is imposed, is an order by the district court, that
the convicted man 'be placed on probation for the period of five (5) years' a final decision
reviewable on appeal by this circuit court of appeals?’

The federal probation law authorizes a district judge "after conviction or after a plea of guilty or nolo



appealable. Our answer to the question is Yes.

Question answered.

Footnotes

[ Footnote 1 ] The relevant orders are Executive Order 9066, Feb. 19, 1942, 7 Fed. Reg. 1407, and
General DeWitt's Public Proclamation No. 1, March 2, 1942, and Civilian Exclusion Order No. 34, May
3, 1942, issued under authority of the Executive Order.

[ Footnote 2 ] For the background of the probation legislation see Ex parte United States, 242 U.S. 27 ,
37S.Ct. 72, L.R.A.1917E, 1178, Ann.Cas. 1917B, 355; United States v. Murray, 275 U.S. 347 , 48 S.Ct.
146. Cases on the instant problem are collected at 126 A.L.R. 1207.

[ Footnote 3 ] 'Final judgment in a criminal case means sentence. The sentence is the judgment.’
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ON__INDEPENDENCE DAY

LIEU'fKNANT KEI TANAHASHI was killed in
notion in Italy on July 4, 10544,

He was born in Los Angeles 25 years ago.
From Lincoln High School he went to the
University of California at Los Angelos.
There ho was president of the Bruin's
Club, a member of Scabbard and Blade, and
a captain in the Reserve Officars
Training Corps. He graduated in 1539,

He was assistant scoutmanter of the
famous Troop 379 of Los Angeles which was
pressnted

to President Rogsevelt during
the Scout Jamborwe of 1935,

With his family, Lt. Tanahashi was
avaouated first to the Pomona Assembly
Conter and then to Heart Mountaln
Reloocation Conter, where those dearest
to him are now. Thoy have been haeld
for over two years without charge and
without trial--something new in
American justice. Of thia evaouation
Justioe Murphy of the United States
Supreme Court said, "It bears melancholy
resemblance to the treatment accorded
the Jewlsh race in Germany and other
purts of Europe."

Shortly before his death, Lt. Tanshashi
wrote:

"WHEN THIS UNFINISHED BUSINESS IS TAKEN
CARE OF, WE SHOULD ALL BE ABLE TO LIVE
TOGETHER AS GOOD AMERICANS. MY FERVENT
HOPE IS THAT THE SLANT OF THE HEART #ILL

DETERMINE A MAN'S LOYALTY."

Nisei Officer Killed in Italy

-

LIEUTENANT KEI TANAHASHI of Los Angeles,

Calif,,

whmr‘ynrmls now .reside in the Ieart Mountain relocation
center in Wyoming, was killed in action in laly on the Fourth

of July, according lo the War Department.

NOTICE

Memorial services for Lt Kel Tanahashi, who
was killed In acllon in Italy on July 4, will be held at
7:30 pm., Saturday, July 20 at 2-27 mess hall,

Joy Tanahashl, wife

Sojl Tanahashi, father

Kin Tanahashi, moether

Yaosaku Hirano, father-in-law

Chiye Hirano, molher-In-lnw

Klyoshi Tanahashl, brother

Fusaye Tunahashl, sister-In-law
Masako Fujil and Hanako Cho, relatives
Boy Scout Troop 370

Block 2 rosidents

HOTICE OF AN AMERICAN MEMORIAL SERVICE TO BE
HELD BEHIND THE BARBED WIRE OF HEART MOUNTAIN
RELOCATION CENTER, WYOMING,

LS CE DELAYED 1§

JUSTICE

Camps Hold Kin of 45
Nisei Soldier Dead

WASHINGTON, Sept. 7. ()~
Forty-five American soldlers of
Japanese ancestry with next-of-
kin living In relocation centers
have been Kkilled In action In
Italy, W.R.A. Director Dillon S,
Myer reported today to Secretary
of Interlor Ickes, Other casual-
ty telegrams recelved In tha
cenlers have told of D2 wounded
and two missing.

Earned by Japanese Americans in Italy:

Over 1,000 Purple Hearts

46 81llver Stars

31 Bronze Stars

9 Distinguished Service Crosses
3 Legion of Merit medals

The Distinguished Unit Citation

DENIED—GLADSTON

E

This tribute is by FRIENDS OF THE AMERICAN WAY - 305 Kensington Place - Fasadena 3

H#17










Japanese Internment Documents
Directions: For EACH document viewed, answer the following questions. (OR) Each

student in the group should answer the questions using one document. (Teacher:
please see below)

1. What type of document is this? (Photo, newspaper article etc.)

2. What is the date of the document?

3. Who created the document?

4. How does the document relate to the topic of Japanese internment?

5. What does the document mean to you?

6. Why was this document created? (What was it's purpose?)

7. Why would anyone save this particular document?

8. What does this document say about American life during this era?




There are several ways that these questions may be adapted for a variety of learners in the High
School or Middle School classroom. For the student who needs enrichment, the questions could
be answered without teacher support and be used as an evaluative tool. For the typical student,
assign him/her one or two documents, answer the questions above, allowing the use of other
students in the group as a resource if necessary. It may be most appropriate for the special needs
student to have the document read to him/her and the questions answered orally with the
assistance of the teacher or other individual. The questions may be divided up within a group for

younger students. The point is to have all students gain experience 'reading’ a historic
document. It is also important for students to 'react' to a document.

The documents enclosed could be used as a Document Based Essay Question, (DBQ) or could
be used to create a student newspaper on the era. The classroom teacher could choose one
document to begin the topic in class, and one document could be assigned for homework. The
use of photographs and cartoons as 'text' to be 'read’ by students is an important skill to be
taught. It requires interpretation and analysis and is an excellent method of encouraging critical
thinking at any grade level.





