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Overview of the Learning Experience 
 
Using transcribed interviews from immigrants coming to the United States from Latin America during the 
20th Century students investigate push and pull factors that encourage people to migrate. 
 
Standard 2: World History 
Students will use a variety of intellectual skills to demonstrate their understanding of major ideas, eras, 
themes, developments, and turning points in world history and examine the broad sweep of history from a 
variety of perspectives. 
 
Essential Question(s) 
Why do people migrate? 
 
Time Allotment (classroom time)  
One forty minute class period 
 
Vocabulary (key terms)  
Migrate (move from one place to another) 
Immigrate (to come into a country) 
Emigrate (to exit a country) 

Push Factor (reasons to leave a country) 
Pull Factor (reasons to go to a country)

 
Materials/Resources   
World Maps (class set) 
Poster board  
Maps of Latin America 
Scissors 
Tape/glue  
Markers 

Alberto Socarras (group copies) 
Terry Perez (group copies) 
Moncho Lena (group copies) 
Eddie Rosario (group copies) 
Benjamin Melendez (group copies) 
 

 
Procedure 
Do Now…think/pair/share: (5 Minutes) 

• On a map circle all of the locations that you would never want to live.  For each, write three words to describe the 
location. 

• Put a box around all of the places that you might want to live.  For each, write three words to describe the 
location. 
 

Lecture Burst (5 Minutes) 
 
Is it normal for people to move from place to place or want to move from place to place? 
What is this called? Migration 
What do we call come someone who comes into a country?  Immigrant 
What do we call someone who goes out of country?  Emigrant 
What reasons did the person leave?  Personalize…reasons to go to school or not.  Relate to do now. 

a. Push Factor—unhappy in home country 
b. Pull Factor—desire to be in the US 



 
Jigsaw: (20 minutes) 
Break students into five groups, one for each of the following immigrants, each group should have a time keeper, 
secretary, presenter, facilitator, and artist.  Let the students view the rubrics and explain that they not only need to read the 
transcripts, but must summarize the information and identify the push and pull factors for their person.  Next they will 
make a poster to display the information and prepare to present in front of the class. 
 

• Alberto Socarras—Afro-Cuban, left due to racism.  He knew people in New York. 
• Terry Perez—Cuba, father migrated as a cigar maker and baseball player. 
• Moncho Lena—Puerto Rico, he left because depression in US less severe than in PR.  He was looking for a better 

life. 
• Eddie Rosario—Puerto Rico, left with his mother and siblings because there was terrible poverty and his father 

was having affairs. 
• Benjamin Melendez—Puerto Rico, left because of poor economic situation 

 
1. Read experience  

a. Summarize immigrants story 
b. Identify reasons the person left 

i. Push—unhappy in home country 
ii. Pull—desire to be in the US 

2. Create a poster to explain the life of your person—show rubric 
3. Present your findings 

 
Close: (10 minutes) 
Students present. 
Why do people migrate? Many reasons, primarily because of push and pull factors 
 
Assessment  
Homework: Look through your textbook and find one other group of people in history that migrated.  Write one paragraph 
explaining where they left, where they went to, and why.  Be sure to use the language of push and pull factors. 
 
Follow-up: Have students list reasons that groups moved throughout history and have them put ideas into a T-chart of 
push and pull factors. 
 
Dying to Live: A Migrant’s Journey, the movie, has a wonder clip about push and pull factors. 
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MN: - -Yeah. Right.  Ok, so Eddie tell us a little about your family and how they ended up coming to the 

Bronx. 

ER: I didn’t know at what age I came to the Bronx until I started talking to my brothers and sisters, you 

know.  Where I found out I came to the Bronx when I was one - - from I think it was 99th Street or 105th Street 

in Manhattan. 

MN: Was this on the East Side or the West Side? 

ER: In Manhattan? 

MN:  Yeah. 

ER: East. 

MN: Ok, so your family- - 

ER: - -East Harlem- - 

MN: - -You’re from East Harlem. 

ER: Yeah. 

MN: Now are they originally from Puerto Rico? 

ER: Yes.  

MN: When did they move from Puerto Rico to New York City? 

ER: I believe it was 1928. 

MN: Wow. 

ER: I believe - - it was because my brother was born in 1931 and we were here. 

Andrew Tiedt (AT): Can I ask you a question about Puerto Rico, too?  Do you know where they were from on 

the island? 

ER: Yes. 

AT: Were they city people- - 

ER: - - They were countryside.  You know my mother used to explain to me how babies died and they used 

to carry them along the road side.  You know funerals were in the house. 
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MN: Did your parents come together to New York…or they met in New York? 

ER: I don’t remember that.  I’ve got to think about it or call my sister. 

MN: Yeah.  What sort of work did your father do? 

ER: My father was a printer and a teacher in Puerto Rico.  He was a teacher in Puerto Rico, came here and 

was a printer.  He had a shop on 116th Street. 

MN: Oh, so he had his own shop? 

ER: Yes, he did.  Yes, he did.  He was quite a ladies man.  You know - - I was fortunate enough to speak to 

my brother - - you know, before he died. 

MN: Right. 

ER: I just lost my brother last year.  And you know, happened to be - - beginning to talk about a lot of things 

that he didn’t think that I should hear because he hated my father - - to put it bluntly because my father did not 

treat my mother well.  My father had money and we suffered.  We really suffered.  I- - 

MN: - -Did he live in the household? 

ER: No, he didn’t.   

MN: Oh, Ok. 

ER: When I grew up I never had my father home.  He did visit…he did visit. 

MN: So he had other women he had relationships with. 

ER: Oh yeah.  He was a ladies man, you know.  I didn’t know him that well, except when he disapproved, 

you know, of what we did.  And I remember once I was playing blackjack…and I was about nine years 

old…and he came in and I was playing with my brothers.  I go “pay 21.”  He goes, “pay 21.”  You should be 

studying your books for school.”  You know, he was really disgusted. 
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MN:  When did your family come to the United States? 

BM:  Okay this is a good question.  I was born in August of - - 1952.  I came here - - eight months.  I came here 

at eight months.  I was born in Puerto Rico, came here at eight months.  So my father came earlier.  My father 

came much earlier.  He came a year - - yes, eight months earlier, so he was here earlier, and he came to the 

United States earlier.  I think it was 19 - - I can’t - -  

MN:  What sort of work did your father do? 

BM:  My father was a laundry man.  He owned a laundry, you know, a cleaners.  And - - the economic situation 

for it was not that well.  So, he moved over to - - at that time - - his sister moved to the United States already, 

two or three years ahead.  I think that’s what it was, yes.  The following year he went over there.   

MN:  Now what neighborhood did they move to from Puerto Rico? 

BM:  From there, from Puerto Rico we moved to 23rd Street.  No I’m sorry - - yes, 23rd Street and Tenth 

Avenue. 

MN:  Chelsea?... 

BM:  Okay now when he came over here, that’s when he got a store.  A store on Stebbins Avenue.  I’m sorry, 

163rd Street between Prospect and Stebbins Avenue, and then he had another store around the corner. 

MN:  And what kind of - -  

BM:  Grocery store. 

MN:  So he had a grocery store right in Morrisania? 

BM:  Yes, a grocery store. 

MN:  Wow. 

BM:  Two grocery stores. 

MN:  Two grocery stores. 

BM:  And he was superintendent of four buildings. 

MN:  Wow, so he was a superintendent of four buildings, and owned two grocery stores. 
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BM:  Yes. 

MN:  And when did he get those stores in the Bronx. 

BM:  Well, dad, he already - - remember, when we lived in Manhattan, he already had the stores up there in the 

Bronx.   

MN:  So he - - you were living in Manhattan, and he had his property in the Bronx. 

BM:  He was already in the Bronx, but people already looked - - many of the Puerto Ricans already migrated to 

the Bronx.  Everybody was moving to the Bronx at the time.   

 

 



Reasons for Migration Rubric 
 

Reason for 
Migration 

1 
Student does not 
identify push, pull, 

force, or draw 
factor 

2 
Student misidentifies push, 
pull, force, or draw factor 

3  
Student identifies push, pull, 

force, or draw factor, but 
does not explain its cause 

4 
Student correctly identifies push, 

pull, or draw factor and explains its 
cause 

Summary of 
Immigrant 

1 
Student makes no 

connection to 
immigrant 

2 
Student identifies name and 

country of origin, but does not 
describe specific situation 

3  
Student identifies name and 
country of origin and includes 
some details of life in home 

country or the United States 

4 
Student identifies name and 
country of origin and includes 

details of life in the home country 
and in the United States 

Presentation 1 
Student does not 

address topic 

2  
Student identifies reasons for 
migration or tells basic story 

of the immigrant 

3 
Student identifies reasons for 
migration and tells basic story 

of the immigrant 

4 
Student discusses and analyzes 

reasons for migration and tells the 
story of the immigrant in detail 

Creativity 1 
Student uses no 

color and/or images 
and pictures 

2 
Students work is unclear and 
sloppy, little color and few 

images, and pictures. 

3 
Student clearly and neatly 

explains all information using 
color 

4 
Students clearly and neatly 

explains all information using color, 
images, and pictures 

 


