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Introduction & Thesis

http://www.nature.org/wherewework/northamerica
Istates/newyork/preserves/art12207.html2

The Shawangunk Mountain Ridge is a
dynamic region of the Hudson River
Valley. The historical and cultural
evolution of the region can be paralleled to
the historical progression of the United
States. The Shawangunks serve as the
home to an aesthetically pleasing and
unique ecological system. The landscape
of the region provides countless
opportunities for outdoor recreation, along
with a tranquil atmosphere, which acts as a
relieving retreat from the hustle and bustle
of modern society. These factors should
motivate individuals to preserve this region,
and to find a median between the growth
and development of modern society and the
maintenance of nature in the area.



Important Features

e Rare Natural Resources
— Dwarf Pine Forests:
— Rare plants:
— Ice Caves and Wetlandss

* Endangered Species
— 200 species of nesting birdss

— Black bears, bobcats, rattlesnakes and more’

— 27 rare plant and animal species:

* Supreme Outdoor Recreation

— Weather and time led to steep and rugged
rock formations for hiking and climbing’

— Variety of locations for enthusiasts®

* Critical Watershed Recharge Area

— Provides drinking water to region:

www.haskell.org/keith/gunksphotos/html'



Important Features

—Threats

* Proposed developments:

* Fire suppressionr

Recreational users

—Efforts to Save and Preserve the Rldge T WA ]

newyotk/press/press1932.html?

Green Assets:

Biological Inventory®

Conservation Center at Sam’s Point Preservex
Fite management plan»

Over 11 (eleven) partner associations and preservations, not
including private landowners/citizens, dedicated to the cause>



Brochure

Places on Earth!™

lobaok, Mountain House™

Tearn 4 Ruff Riders
Lindsay Barry, Dave Holzaniel,
Arnanda Huelhurk, Ashley Knuth, and
Heather |jehal

The Shawankgunk Region is
sighificant to the Hudson
River Valley and surrounding
regions because of its
extensive history, unique and
diverse ecological systems,
and opportunities to
appreciate the natural

Brief History
#  Over 450 million years old™

#  [Dwuring this time, the region
has seen the growth of the
natural wild, the settlement of
the Mative Americans, the
exploitation of its resources
by the Europeans with the
development of agriculture
and industry, the mass
migration of sektlers out of
the reqgion for better land
prospects in the West and city
life, the return of the natural
enviranment with
preservation movements,
aesthetic appreciation, and
construction of wilderness
hatels, and finally the boom
of suburbia,

Places to See

Minnewaska, Skake Preserve

Sam’s Point Dwarf Pine
Batren Preserve

*
*

Things to Do

shawangunk Ridge Trail
Mobonk Preserve
Mobonk Mountain House

Minnewaska State Preserve™

*

* &+ + * +

Hiking and walking along aur
scenic nature trails

Fuock climbing
Mauntain biking
Skiing

Swimming

Scuba diving

Many places have guides or

programs For these activities
to help you better enjoy your
skay!



Brochure

MNatural Resources

# Supports 35 natural
cormunities and 27 rare
plant and animal species=

# Home to diverse wooded
forestry including dwarf pine
barrens and chestnuk oak™

# ‘Watershed recharge area that ]
supplies water for aquifers il
that provide drinking water®

# \Wetlands include peat
swamps, small lakes, bogs,
and marshes*

Preserving the “Gunks”

# Some threats incude
proposed developments,
harmful effects of recreational
use, and fire suppression™

Location*

For more Information and

N N Werkeerder kil Falls”
Directions call:

Strategies 1-800-123-GUNK
#%  The Nature Conservancy, & il bs A valuable. region of
other local preserves, and the = the Hudson River Walley,

it is important that we
preserve the natural
landscape while still
allowring wisitors o filly
emjoy everything that the
area has to offer.

Open Space Institute, are , 4

working to protect the area® Ome Vlslt U Sl

# Recent and on-going ' =Lk iy
programs include Green
Bssets, Biological inventory,
Zonserwation cenker at Sam's

Point Preserve, and Fire
rnanagement plan

I gy e



Website

{ Home

About Us
Agenda

{ Guidebook

Lesson Plan

~ Calendar

*II Merchandise

' Related Links

Link to Bibliography

Image of
Home Page

.
Savin’ the Trunks in the Gunks L

Rufl Riders
Sponsored by the Ruff Ridars Association est. 2006 ~—

The Shawangunks

The Shawangunks stretch 50 miles from the New Jersey border
at Port Jervis northeast to Rosendale, New York.” This rich
segment of the Appalachian Mountain Chain is an integral part of
the Hudson Highlands and the diverse home of over 35 natural
communities.™

The devel it of the St gunk Region has been shaped

by traumatic events. Extreme weather, fires, and the growth of
human society with the exploitation of the regions natural
resources, are just some of the factors that have worked in
conjunction to form the current state of the Shawangunk

region. Although we as hurman beings do not have absolute
control over the course of nature, we can influence its path
significantly. |t is imperative that we work diligently to preserve
the Shawangunk Mountain Ridge, "one of the last great places
on earth,” in order to allow future generations to enjoy its
history, ecology. and opportunities to experience a piece of
nature which has not been completely tainted by modern society.

Of the two dwarf pine forests left in the world,
one can be found on the Shawangunk ridge. Other rare
and endangered species such as black bears,
rattlesnakes, fishers, and over 200 species of nesting
birds make this region their hame."

You can help make a difference towards
supporting the continued protection of this ecological
diversity by donating to save the ridge at JustGive.ors.
Help from sponsors like you keep the Gunks green!

Home | About Us | Agenda | Guidebook | Calendar |
Photograph by Bob Tullis Merchandise | Related Links | General Information



Conclusion

The development of the Shawangunk
Region has been shaped by traumatic
events. Extreme weather, fires, and the
growth of human society with the
exploitation of the regions natural resources,
are just some of the factors that have
worked in conjunction to form the current
state of the Shawangunk region. Although
we as human beings do not have absolute
control over the course of nature, we can
B i - influence its path significantly. Itis
/o o bk e e neooke- jmperative that we wotk diligently to
preserve the Shawangunk Mountain Ridge,
"one of the last great places on earth," in
order to allow future generations to enjoy its
history, ecology, and opportunities to
experience a piece of nature which has not
been completely tainted by modern society.




