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About the Issue

Circuit Judge Hays overturns order
dated Edison Inc. (Con Ed) permit
ic plant on Storm King Mt

1YV ATC _

on Ed was hoping to build hydroelectric pump
rage facility ‘
nted a “storage battery” of hydroelectric
wer to alleviate demand of power from New

s Demand for power was causing brownouts
and black outs due to increased growth and
development
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Proposed Operation

ne base of the Storm King Mt
in during off-peak hours

ter would be pumped uphill to storage
voir behind Storm King

1 demand was an issue, water would be
sed from reservoir and sent downhill

- @ A pump generator at the base of the mountain

~ would use intake pumps and hydroelectric

~ outlet generators to produce the necessary
power




I'he Beginning

nounces plan

‘ 63-Applies for permit from
eral Power Commission

)

| residents were
osed to plan because it -
destroy natural WhenCon Edison starts dynamiting

beauty of the area kesé'.fy“‘.,..'?’%'gngeMrg“c.'i,"'ss'éa
= Storage reservoir would i "fgo%mmyw
eliminate Cornwall’s water

supply and destroy a
portion of the Black Rock
Forest



Citizens United

er the development, citizens began
ing 1 living rooms to address the impact
f the power plant

Called themselves the Scenic Hudson
reservation Conference
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tarted holding public hearings

1dated by the Federal Power Act
920 so reasonable opposition and
ternatives could be addressed before licenses
e issued

oth public utilities and the FPC felt their
esponsibility was to supply the public with
electricity

= Con Ed was granted a license from the FPC




Petition

= July 1965- Scenic
Hudson Preservation

~Scenic Hudson Seeks Reversal Of 2-1 Decision Conterence and
hIl.I_SCoq_li Also State Water Certification various townships
vere fiere | Storm King Campaign .
el e Redouled I Ef petition second Circuit
: of the Court of Appeals
Judge Oakes'
;;na-:g,ggﬁgnﬁ;jé}’;giﬁi_.?} m Dec- Court of Appeals
reversed and
remanded FPC rulings

eservoir Leaks Ring Of Gas Turhmes Guard [:lty b
g Problem oo i f

» Jssue at hand: the
pre-licensing
proceedings



Llegal Issues

ere the

: — had no 10 Oked Widespread news coverage
all factors and had not e
thorough attention [[#i==" B,
S Sible alternatives Storm King Power: : Fight GoestoWaslungt»-f =m0
LT

ot Beauly

e project o,

@ Dee 29,1965 Court of
Appeals decision was in
favor of private citizens

= Major win and landmark
moment

= Challenge from the
minority overcame “public-
at-large-interest”
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\National support for environmental concerns led
O the creation of the Environmental Protection




aby Fish Defeat the Plant
river’s baby striped bass and shad

blan down

PA learned that existing power plants along

ie river were killing billions of fish larvae and
s by sucking them through their cooling
ems

Dec 1978- Various NY State departments join the

Sce udson and Hudson River Fisherman’s

Association to petition Federal Energy Regulatory

- Commission (replaced FPC) to terminate Con Ed’s
Storm King license
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Conservation in the
. Beginning

onservation movement takes
0 use of public natural
U rces
ervation reached its peak during
ore Roosevelt’s presidency

_ concern: to employ a utilitarian effort to
- use resources in a rational, planned, and
~ orderly procedure
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1ent placed proceeds from
d into a newly created special
at of the Interior

sposal of
3 for the Depar

is money would be used to investigate the
nstruction of irrigation projects for storage and
version to reclaim arid and semiarid sections

ind

= Additional finances would come from
the sale of hydroelectric power




Preservationist
gonservationists

a well known preservationist in
RO C,

b

-aside land for public use of forests,
untains, and canyons

ded Sierre

rvationists believed the beauty of nature
acred and needed to be protected




I‘r odore Roosevelt’'s Role

d of his second term businesses
ng conservationist efforts

ut a waming

“The government should part with its title
nly to the actually home-maker, not to the
rofit-maker who does not care to make a
e. Our prime object is to secure the
ohts and guard the interests of the small
ranchman, this actual settler and home-
maker, who in the long run e
is the most hurt by
permitting thetts of the
public land in whatever
form.”




Fedleral Power Commission

20- Congress passed Federal Water

Gave Federal Power Commission the control
f water and land resources




etleral Power Commission

t amends and renames the act the
t

lade the FPC an independent agency and
reased authority to curb profit abuse of the
olic interest by utility companies

th the consent of the Senate, Roosevelt
bointed 5 men

= Duty: to deal with navigation improvement,
water power development, use of related public
lands, and regulation and licensing of electric
utility companies that engaged in interstate
commerce




52

Franklin D. Roosevelt 1933

i 11 a positive recovery measure...
comp - unation the utility industry

en hopelessly at war within itself and with

ntzment . The absentee management of

y holding company control has lost touch with

st the sympathy of the communities it pretends to

ve. Even more significantly, it has given the country as

whole an uneasy apprehension of over-concentrated

| economic power.”




Significance

was a group of private citizens
le a petition against the FPC

ut having to present a monetary value for
ravated damage

¢ Hudson was allowed to represent a
c interest”

could not just dismiss the petition

®m The win led to the creation of private public
~ interest environmental law
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